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Introduction

Thisecological perspective is a S
contemporary snapshot of timeless /.-\”C
vitality connecting birds and people

in northwestern ArkansasVeshare r

a complex ecotone where forests of

eastern North Americantermingle

with grasslandsnore typicalof

western North Americalnbetween

flow manyfine streams.L 4 Qa | 322 R
place to see birds

Over a century of bird data farorthwestern support from financial contributions from my long time
ArkansasriwAR is summarized in the following pages friend EleanoiLincolnJohnson of Fayettevilland later
Core observations are from Washington and Benton the AAS Board of Directodsworked with Richard
counties, with many observations from Madison Stauffacher 6Fayetteville to have all bird records since
Newton, Carroll, Boone, plus the Ozarks portions (as the publication ofArkansas BirdgJames and Neal
distinguished from the Arkansas River Vapieytions) ~ 1986)entered into a database readily availalole the
of Crawford, Franklin, and Johnson counties. This ~ Web site maintained by Arkansaudubon Society.
includesthe western and northern border regions that Since 2002, the data in these files has been augmented
Arkansas shares with Oklahoma and Missouri, exsengPy the lively, onlinebirds of Arkansadiscussiorist set
eastward to include the upper and middle portions of UP @nd managed biimberly G. Smith of the UA

the Buffalo National River and thez@rk National Fayettevile

Forest (NF)and southward through the Boston Winter bird distribution is annually sampled

Mountains section of the Ozark Plateausth ofthe ~ ©On Christmas Bird Cos(CBC), typically in mid to late

Arkansas Riveralley December. Most of these data areadvn from the
ThePrairie Regionf nwARformed on eroded Urban Regionl. have examined more than four decades

remnants of the Springfieldnd SalenPlateatsand of the Fayetteville CB&hdconsulted three other CBCs

reflects ecological coritions of the Tallgrass Prairies 1N Western ArkansasThe Buffalo River (west) CBC in
TheMountain Regiorformed primarilyon the Boston ~ the BoxleyPonca area of Newton County was
Mountains and i€xemplified bythe Ozark NAt conducted 19781987. There was a couat Siloam
expresses ecological conditions typical of the forests of2P"Ngs in Benton County 197683. Members of the

eastern North AmericalheUrban Regioiis composed Disorganized Bird Club initiated a count centered on
of towns andcitiesbuilt on former prairiesand includes the Crooked Creek valley at Harrison in Boone County

the larger water impoundments starting December 19, 200k continues

We havea long history of bird studies. Howell ~ The five Breeding Bird Surveys (BBS) cortsulte
(1911), Smith (1915), Wheeler (1924), Black (1935), prov_lde a snapshot of birds duridgne the ty_plcal
Baerg (1931, 1951), James and Neal (19863 and nesting seasorf-arms and forest are well mixed on two

Mlodinow (1988)all includednwARdata. Baerg also ~ 'outes in Newton County: Compton and Lurton. In
utilized the field notes of Dean Crooks whose work in  2ddition, these routes provide peeles summer bircs

Benton County would otherwise have been largely ~ @long the Buffalo National River. Forestsr(ivaood
unavailable. and shortleaf pinehardwood are sampled on the

Bird occurrence data includes thousands of  ©Zark NF route (Johnson and Pope counties) and in the
individual records on index cards. Doug James and ~ Boston Mountain route (Franklin County). Even though
others have curated thesdata for Arkansas Audubon they are largely outsideur specific geographical area, |

Society (AAS). Those files continue to expand. With ~ considered these BBS routes becatfssy broadly
illuminate avian distribution and abundande our



Forest RegioriThe BBS with the most open country is shortleaf pine stands have extensively reverted to

Avoca in Benton Countpvoca BB8as undergone vast predominantlyhardwood standgrowing up and

changeit is at theepicenter ofregionalpopulation dominating the remnant pinedMany pines

growth. planted today are nomative (to the Ozarks)
Sincenorthwestern Arlansasncludes one of loblolly pines Pinus taeda

the largest national forests in the eastern US (Ozark

NF), | make frequent references to forest management. Modern folks in northwestern Arkansasuld

The management of forests on both private and public be surprised to learn that pine abundance is now only
lands is a complicated and sometimes contentious 15 to 53 mrcent of what was present in the mid late
issue. In terms of howilils are affected by forest 19" century (Guyette et al. 2007). This habitat loss,
management, | have extensively drawn on the data  including the loss of quality pine stands present in the
presented in Thompson et al. (1995). No claim is madewestern Ozarks in the past, has major impacts on bird
here that this igreciselywhat to expect irour Forest species extensively dependent upon pine (Edthn et
Region but carefully collected data can be a rational al. 2007). The loss of pine forest habitat maintained in
departing poit in discussions. an open condition by fire impacts many wildlife species

Starting in the 1990s, the USDA Forest Servicencluding birds, especially those that are ground
undertook an extensive annual inventory of landbirds dwelling or grouneforaging (Masters 2007). Extensive
(La Sorte et al. 2007). Data for the southern US have second growth pine habitat isow localized in a few
been analyzed and presented for the period 1992 areas These includéhe Ozark NF and the Beaver Lake
2004. These data include landbjdint counts for the  area of eastern Benton, northern Madison, and Carroll
Ozark NFquite useful in discussions about forest birds counties.

The rugged nature dhe Boston Mountains
My views of the habitats used by birds in the has hindered its economic developmena good thing

western Arkansas Ozarks can be summarased for birds. The OzarMF occupies much of the area
follows: another good thing for birds. These forests are part of
Almost all originalunplowedTallgrass Prairie  the vast Central Hardwoods region (Fitzgerald et al.
has been eliminatedThe nov much degraded 2002). The Central Hardwoods contains over 15% of
(botanicallyspeaking) former prairies in thRrairie G0 KS @2 NI RQa ySaidAy3a LR LMz | GA2Y
Regionare extensive Our UbanRegion is Pewees, Acadian Fhtchers, Bluggray Gnatcatchers,
constructed on land that was formerly Tallgrass  Yellowthroated Warblers, Blusvinged Warblers,
Prairie. With the exception of a few small, Prairie Warblers, Louisiana Waterthrushes, and

city, and highwayGiven a little breathing space,  even higher percentages of the following: Weaating
these former prairies can be surprisingly resilient. Warbler and Field Sparro\@%), Kentucky Warbler
Extensive mon-native grasslands remain. (28%), and Whipoor-will (35%).

Water development projects have created In the 19th century, prairies in a floralistic
habitats that did not exist here prior to the 1930s sense were still common her®Maps produced from
Ponds, small lakes,ral expansive reservoigerve  compilatiors of historical sources illustratg 6 ! wQ &
our Uban RegionThey provide habitat for chief prairie areasJames and Neal 1986: Fig2 and
waterfowl, shorebirds, gulls, and terns. Protection mapincluded in Dale 1986Civil War era prairies in
of water quality has necessitated acquisition and Washington and Benton counties are presented as

protection of tens of thousands of acres of Figure 1 in Miller (1972) and for Benton County in a
woodlands adjoining reservoirs. technical book from the 1890s (Simonds and Hopkins
Our forest Regiorhas beerextensively 1894). TheBenton County book included desdrigns
logged. Maturing second growth forest occupies atof Osage Prairie (now BentonvilRogersCenterton),
least as many acres as it did historically. The Beatie Prairie (Maysville), Round Prairie (Cherokee
expanse of the Ozark NF guaranteesagood futurd A 1@ 00X [ AYR&f S@8Q& t N} ANRS o{Aft
for many bird species and provides abundant smaller prairies, including one unnamed (Norwood
opportunities for birding. Prairie on the BentoiwWashington Countiine just west
Hardy native shortleaf pingPinus echinath of the Wedington). Miller (1972: Figure 1) shows the
forests were harvested early to buitdir cities. extensive native grasslands in the Fayetteville area and

Due primarily to successful wildfire suppression in western Washington County generally. There were
and a lack of planned regeneration, predominantly many other prairies in the area, such as Prairie



Township at Hindsville in Magtin CountyBaker Prairie
in Boone Countyplus the Civil War battlefields of Pea
Ridge and Prairie Grove

These prairies were diverse and included
lowland prairie along the floodplains of streams. ¥he
were seasonally wet and provided natural marsh
habitat. While the upland prairies were heavily
modified for agriculture in the f@century, hydric soils

The drumbeat of development in the Rogers
BentonvilleLawell-Centerton area is a last chapter in
the natural history of the Osage Prairie. This once
extensive native grassland occupied at leasBR5
square miles. Fields of Indian grass and big bluestem
grass areow covered with asphalt and manicured
lawns. Tle 10 acres of the Searles Prairie Natural Area
in Rogergprovides mute witness to thpast Did

of the lowland prairies stalled development until recentanyone note the last Greater Prai@hicken?

years. The controversy in Fayetteville over the Wilson

Springs property (between340 and Deand@omon
Road) during the period 1998004 was focused on (1)

On the other hand, former prairies and prairie
woodlands within Pea Ridge National Military Park
include examplesf all the prairie types associated

the fate of the former seasonally wet prairies borderingwith northwestern Arkansas and the associated
Clabber Creek, (2) the Arkansas Darter, a rare fish in woodland and riparian habitats (Shugart and James

spring runs flowing into Clabber Creek, and (3) a
surprisingly diverseird communiy, including

| Syatz26Qa
2002).

1973). Also included is an extensive warm season grass
restoration associated with the Leetown battlefield.

{ LW 20D2PNeal and Ra2vieA YPdactive habit management at Pea Ridge is designed

to restore and maintain Civil War era vegetative

One of our most productive birding places, the conditions, a great thing for native birdsid birders

University Agriculture Experimental Farm in

With a few notable exceptions (e.g., Chesney

Fayetteville, is a former prairie. Even in 2008, fields anéPrairie and Baker Prairie Natural Areas), floralistieally

small woodlots there are gracedt the legacy of
obvious prairie mounds, though these are steadily
disappearing. One grassy sgoyou can just imagine
150 years ago it may have been a lek for Greater
PrairieChickens is occupied by a collection of farm
equipment, some of it of antiqueintage used to break
the dense prairie sodyrade down the big moungand
fill shallow depressions between. In another former
prairie (state fish hatchery at Centertgnthe entrance
ismarkedby an antique grader that served the same
purpose, levelingnounds to nake way for pastures
and towns.

Commercial development of former prairigs
Fayetteville(alongside Clabber Creek and nearby

speakingnwARunplowed prairie habitat is lost
However, beyond the busy pace of the Fayetteville
SpringdaleRogersBentonville metro area, there are
workable examples of (nenative) grasslandgart of
poultry and cattle farmshat continue to attract many
speces of grassland birds.

Precious remaining acres of unplowed
Tallgrass Prairie are exemplified by protection and
restoration efforts underway at Chesney Prairiatial
Areanear Siloam Springs (for example, see Gough
2007). Joe Woolbright, a Siloam Spsimgtiveand
founder of Ozark Ecological Restoration, |ligreviving
ecologically damaged portions ofdbeprotected ares
while facilitatingresearch andours (Neal 2009)

property along Mud Credlamounts to a last chapterin / K S & ya&i®e@rasses hayeroduced numerous
our natural history. Future generations will be shocked interesting records of rare fis, includingvintering

to learnthat marshassociated birds (rails, bitterns,
several wetland sparrow species) once ubathitatsa
a2y SQa G540NGRGWItHINBhY of Northwest
Arkansas Mall. For additional background on this
controversy, see Wagner (2002a, 2002b).

On a more psitive note,Woolsey Wet Prairie
gSGflyRa YAGAIIGAZY
westside wastewater treatmentacility, has proven a
goodplace to find many birds associated wipen,
virtually treeless grasslands asdasonal wetlands.
Least Bittens are found there during migration.

Shorteared Owilslt is hard to imagine how we could
dzy RSNE Gl YR GKS NBEIAZ2Y QA
referencepoinE Yy 2 G2 YSyilAzy
energetic, hand®n example of how to save and
restore a now rare habitat.

Martha Milburn of Harrison generously

oA NRE A
222t 0NR

successful effort to add2acres of unplowed native
prairie to Chesney that were owned by the Couch
family. She has also been active and generousirimlar
work in Harrisa, including a land purchase to limit

Restoration and management efforts at Woolsey have commercial development impactirBaker Prairie

been directed by the energies and enthusiashs
Bruce Shackleford &nvironmental Consulting
Operations, Inc

While some natural bird habitats have
disappeared, others have been created. The bulk of the
shorebird records come from the state fish hatchery at
CentertoninBentonQlzy G 8 @ ¢ KS / ®. @

a/l KI NI



hatchery was built in a wetland on the former Osage extremedates of arly arrival and late departure are
Prairie. Migrating shorebirds once paused to feed and listed, but the most likely time of finding them fll
rest in the shallow water and surrounding muddy fieldsinbetween.Names andbhlogeneticorder follows that

of spring runs and temporary rafed ponds typicalof LJdzof AAaKSR 06& GKS ! YSMAOIY hNYA

poorly drained fields in the Springfield Plateé®mith 1998 with amendments through July Z2d@he most
et al. 1991) Drained fishponds at the hatchery current listis available on the AOU websjitén most
concentrate this effect, providing birds with quantities casesl open the species accounts with an indication of
of softbodied prey. This spot is a magnet for birds and(i K S STRANUBSNGved byDATE®f occurrence in
birders(Neal 2003)Unfortunately the Urban Rgionis  nwAR My choices are based upon my fieldwork,
catching upand smothering this unique Important Bird published sourcesand data from the Arkansas
Area Audubon Soeity file. In short, myconclusions are

There are no natural lakes nwAR However arbitrary. For example, there is nothing sacred about

since the 1930sArkansas Game & Fish Commission, choosinghe fourth week in October & | af | G S¢
Corps of Engineers, cities and towns, and private for catbird. They are never commdrrein late
landowners have constructgabnds andesevoirs. October and there argood records later than October

Birders in the Harrison area frequently visit Bull Shoals22. Changing global climatés reseting manysuch

an impoundment of the White River whose dam was conclusions.

completed in 1951. In 1966, the Army Corps of In the case of birds that have been found in all
Engineersreatedanother impoundment of the White  seasons, | refer to them assidents (1 K2 dz3 K L
River behind Beaver Lake dam. Each impoundme mean to convey the idea that individuals present in
provides habitats for water birds. Adjoining public landsummer are necessarily the same birds in winThe

provide habitat for forest birds. Impoundment species in question have been found in all seasons,

construction hagxpandedour local bird list For though not necessarily the same birds.

example, Dean Crooks and other earl;t}1 2@entury Transientsare drds thatpassthrough, butare

birders had no opportunity to see loons here. By otherwise mainlyabsent. Birds that migrate into the

contrast, three species of loons have now been reliablyarea and are primarly present during the nesting

identified at Beaver Lake. sea®n aresummer residentsOn the other hand,
Freeflowing streams have been lost to dam  winter residentsmigrate intonwARandremain during

projects, but others remain. Public areas like the our cold montts.

LdZFFEE2 bl GA2YyFE wABSNI YR 51k diteniused tBeyfterripaalto indicate | NJ|

Creek combine forest stream bottomlands with that the bird does not seem to beidely distributed.

hillside and hilltop forests conducive to foredtvelling  Instead, the records | have in hand and fieyd
birds. The Buffalo River escaped live burial under a  experience indicate they are most likely found only in a

reservoir as a result of a citizésad fight against few locaks They may be common or rare theteam
proposed dams. The epic story of conservation againstsurprisedto find them elsewhere.

long oddshas been well toldy Smith (1967)Compton | also haveoften included a statement about
(1992) Smith (2004)and othersA few cities in our how numerous the bird appears to be when an

area have enacted riparian zone protection ordinancesobserver visits gpropriate habitat in the proper
that buffer negative impacts on streams associated  season. | haveoughly followedgeneral standards
with our Urban Region and also provide habitat for promoted by the American Birding Associateimd the

birds. Arkansas Audubon Societyitsfield lists
The Ozark NF provides maturing second A birdiscommonif it can be foundnost days
growth oakhickory forest that was heavily cut over in moderate or large numbers iappropriate habitat at
during the logging boom of the late nineteenth century.the right time of year.
Timber cutting todaylso results irearly succession The termfairly commonimplies the bird is
habitat for birds. In the 1990s, Chestrsitled Wablers  probably foundon most field tripsn appropriate
were discovered nesting iregeneratingclearcutsof habitat and season.
the Ozark NF. A birdisuncommonif it is harder to find, but
XXXXXXXXXXXX still expectedat timesin appropriate habit and
season.

Birds in northwestern Arkansas: an ecological
perspectiveincludes every species of wild birdith
reliable dataavailableas ofJune 2009Relatively

Arare bird is one that we usually find each
year, but the numbers seen are low and it is a surprise,
though not totally unexpected.
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Anirregularor irruptive species is one that prestigiougournal Ecologyof a groundbreaking study,

has been found with frequency over the years, butit ¢ 5A aGNAR O dziA2Yy 2F &dzYYSNJ 0 ANRA
may notoccur every year and numbers when present 3N} RASy G4 Ay |y hiTFN] 80 §SNAKSR
are highly variable. years and many @togy-oriented bird papers later, he

Many species accounts include notations is currently preparing the statewide atlas of Arkansas
about Breeding Bird Surveys (BBS) and Christmas Birdreeding birds, which includes blocks from throughout
Counts (CBC). Consider this example involving Killdeenorthwestern ArkansasThis extensive citizescience
AY 6AYGSNY a¢KS ClI 2589 @ prbjécSwill advance B8 understamding ofi esting birds
range6Hy c U ®¢ ¢ KS ydzYo SNJ 2 F and tiabit& Sharhidteristics ih INEds&sySintsiiRinebudly,
the mean for all years considered. The number of yeardhie moderates the online ArkansBsds (ARBIRE.)
A4 (KSy SELINB&aaSR & ay [discosgiohdist, & goulartsocialinetwodzY 6 S N&
represent the range of observations, from the lowest Like Doug James, Kim has ridden herd over
count, 6, to the highest count, 286. many graduate students, now adding their own unique

¢tKAa R2SayQi GStft &2 deorkriBuionsyid tiedinfolding stofy 6fHinid a®pepple
are likely to see on a given day or in a given year, but ith nwAR and elsewhere.
does provide some idea of what to expect at mid The numerous contributions of records and
winter in the Fayetteville area when parties of data analysis bZhicago nativéichael Mlodinow are
observers are out for the day. It tells you that Kidde  obvious in the species accounts. He has certainly been
can be found basically all winters in appropriate our single most active field ornithadjist sincemoving
habitat, but were much more common in years when to Fayetteville irthe early 1980sHe has published
286 were seen than in years with 6. Data from the some of his analysis and contributed a huge number of
Breeding Bird Survey apgesented in a similar way. observations available from Arkansas Audubon Society

XX XXXXXXXXXX through its online databaséie has used his skills and

: ) i understanding of matland statistics to analyze much

F_mally, _Iet me mention briefly theaceers of 2F KAa FASEIR RIGI® aAld Aa GKS

three ornithologists who make northwestern Arkansas GANRSNIE |1 S #2230GS8SYFGAOFffa NBG

their homeand birds their business

Much of what we know about our avifauna is
directly attributable to the life work oécologist
teacher,and mentor, Douglas A. James of the
University of AkansasFayetteville, Department of
Zoology (now Biological Sciences). Beginning in the
early 1950s, Dougnd others compile@n extensive
card file of bird records for the state, including the
Ozarks This file seryed as the basis for a summary of complex and interesting a relationship we have with
the occurence of birds in Arkansas (James and James,.. .

) . A N . irdsin_northwestern Arkansas .. _ - o .
MpcnLu®d® ¢CKSEAS NBO2NRAZXZ L)X dza 52dzdQa 29 NBEaSl NOK | yR
that of his many students, for-med the core Afkansas Mirroring the diversity among birds
Birds(James and Neal 198@jis former students themselves, birdrsare a varied lot. Whoever we are,

populate natural resource management agencies in and whatever our interests, we are perpetual students,

Arkansa and far beyond. ! coming togetler in our bird studies. In this process, we
. There are Iegpns_ of Arkansz_ans Who_f'rSt learn a great deal about the planahd ourselves. | see

discovered the joy of birding and an interest in all BIRDS in northwestern Arkansaan ecological

aspects of natural history on a Doug Jamgs field trip. perspectiveas an ongoing projechot an endpoin® L G Q &
count myself fortunate among #m, now going on 30 arecord of the past and a point of departure.

years Other than his obvious and merous academic
I OK A S;Z_S\(Syij 4r 52d3Qa é!- NESNJ A& | d_z_bfoéelbrgéNelél)ﬁﬁe, Sobge U A DS
example of bringing together professionals and private
citizens in positive efforts for environmental
commonsense.
Kimberly G. Smitiniversity of Arkansas
Fayetteville, Department of Blogical Sciencebegan
his career as an ecologist with publication in the

(patches), birding them in a similar way each time. This
allows him to make datanriched assumptions about
how frequent certain birds are in specific seasons and
in specific habitatsMike presently writes the seasonal
review of bird records foArkansas Birdgublished by
Arkansas Audubon Society.

Taken togethercareers of these
ornithologistsprovidea fair pictureof just how



Order Anseriformes
whistling-ducks, swans, geese, and ducks

Blackbellied WhistlingDuck Dendrocygna autumnalis
STATUS: Rare transient; DATES: Primarily in fall, with one
spring record.

Our initial Blackbellied Whistling-Duck record

overflewnwARon October 15, 2008,
just ahead ofte first cold front of the
seasn.

There are adw records
of low numbers of birds on recent
FayettevilleChristmas Bird Counfpeak
of 6 in 2003)A few birds have both
wintered and summered with domestic
waterfowl.

Snow GooseChen caerulescens
STATUS: Common and occasionally an
abundant transientmuch less common
winter resident; DATES: October 5 to
April 11+.

We sedflocks of both the
white and blue forms of the Snow
Goose.Spring passages are associated
with strong warm fronts, often in late
February and early March. Wave after
wave of birds, wh flocks of hundreds
or even thousands, are associated with
huge cold fronts in November.

Ny The distinctive gabbling
can be heard as they pass overhead during migration. For
example, on November 1, 2003, | was birding the perimeter
of RazorbacParkgolf couse in Fayetteville. From about
1:30-2:30 pm at least 19 separate flocks flew south. Each
flock had 206600 birds of both the blue and white forms. |
estimated that | saw 10,500 geese fly over, give or take a few
thousand, in that hour.

Lower numbers visduring winter. Small
numbers (typically 5 or less) have been seen on the
FayettevilleChristmas Bird Coun?2 in 1989s exceptional.

An estimated 900 birds (both white and blue) were present in

SR . 7
Rt/

involved a single bird at Bob Kidd Lake near Prairie Grove orfields near Maysville on January 20, 2007. A few birds hav

November 11, 1994. Terry Stanfill observed and
photographed two birds during the period late August to

September 2003 and saw two again at about the same time

become more or less resident at lakes or ponds where they
flock with domestic waterfowl.

in 2004. Bottobservations were at the same small pond nearw 2 & & Q & ChrgrassiiS £

Gentry in Benton County. A single bird was present for at
least several days at a large pond on U of A farm in
Fayetteville during late September 2005. Mike Mlodinow
called me after seeing the bird and | obtathimages of it on

STATUS/ery uncommoriransient and winter visitor; DATES:
November 10 toApril 18+, with scattered observations
throughout the year.

A sngle individual was observed regularly on a

September 24. The only spring record involved 13 identified farm pond near Fayetteville between December 12, 1973,

by David Chapman at Lake FayettewileApril3, 2007.

Greater Whitefronted Goose Anser albifrons

and April 18, 1974. A bird banded in Canada in 1979 was
found dead on about October 27, 1983, on a pond near
Springdale. Since 2001-21birds have becomeesident

STATUS: Uncommon but regular transient; DATES: Februargmong a few Snow Geese and domestic geese and ducks at

22 to April 9+ an&eptember 28 to November 17+.
White-fronted Geese overflynwARduring the
typical goose migration periods. They can be seen or heard
overhead, often mixed with Snow Geemed other goose
species Flocks of Greater Whititonted Geese estimated at
200 to 210 birds were seen in two locations in Washington
County on March 2, 1986. An estimated 500 in 5 flocks
passed overhead on October 16, 198@&merous flocks

Lake Atalanta in Rogers. The 8 seen by Doug James at
Centerton on March 4, 1992, were among 550 Snow Geese
grazing in a pasture south of the hatchdfpur were
associated with a flock of atdst 900 Snow Geesg¢

Maysville on January 20, 200There were 3 in a small
mixed flock that included 5 goose species at Centerton on
March 2, 2008There arenow manyadditional records of
single birds at Centertgrihe Vaughn areand elsewhere.



Cakling GooseBranta hutchinsii County on December 15, 2005, an@ birds returned the
What we now call Cackling Goose was formerlyffollowing winter.Four adlts andone cygnet were seen at

classified as a smdibdied form of Canada Goos&long with  Boxley by Jane Anderson on December 28, 2007; none of

the larger Canadas, they have seen off and on over the yearshese birds had neck collais seems possible that some of

here during migration and winter. thesebirdscould be associated with Trumpeter Swans that
After Cackling Gooseas elevated to full now winter yearly at Magness Lake near Heber Springs in
species status in 2004, the first local recordtatchinsii Cleburne County (Mosby 2002pwa-reared swans were

involved two birds with Snow Geese and Greater White released at Boxley in Januagp08(Massey 2008and three
fronted Geese in a field at Centerton on March 12, 2005. had taken up residence on the pond as of fall 200&re
Subsequently, there have been sightings in fall, winter, and have been additional sightings in more places (e.g., Lake
spring. The birds made their first appearance on the Harrison, Bob Kidd Lake, a large farm pond near Fayetteville),
FayettevilleChristmas Bird Couim December 2005: though all such sightings are complicated by tifficulty of
approximately 60 were loosely associated with a flock of 180reliably separating juveniles of Trumpeters and Tusdra
Canada Geese at the U of A farm for several weeks, including

count day, December 18, 2005r€e were seen at the Tundra SwanCygnus columbianus
University farm on November 6, 2006. There have been There are at leastireerecords. Charlie
additional sightingsincluding 40 in a mixed species flock at Wooten identified three birden the state fish hatchery
Centerton on March 2, 2008 pondsat Centerton November 1929, 1981 Douglas Jaes
and Albert Flaig sawne on Beaver Lake February 10 & 14,

Canada GooséBrantacanadensis 1997 it was associated with a Trumpeter Swadrhe third
STATUS: Common; DATES: Resident observed in all seasor@d most recent observation began with Joanie Patterson
on larger ponds and lakes. and Donald Ouellette, who saw three swans on SWEPCO Lake

Canadas haveeen found on the Fayetteville  (Eagle Watch Nature Tibanear Gentry on December 18,
CBC most winters since the early 1960s, but not with 2008. Terry Stanfill (and subsequently others) photographed
regularity and in relatively high numbers until the mid to late these birds. The three swans were seen off and on by many
1980s. Numbers since that time have increhggth the observers through at least January 2009.
growth of resilent flocks.

Most of these geese are presumeably Wood DuckAix sponsa

associated with birds that historically nested in central North STATUS: Common in summestyuncommon i winter;
America, primarily north of ArkansaSiént Canada Goose DATES: Resident that has been observed in all seasons.
Committee 1996)Breeding Canada Geese in this region were Wood Ducks occur along the larger streams
largely extirpated by araud 1900. The comeback evident in  and swampy, forested sections of impoundmeritkey have
nwARIs associated with wildlife management efforts that been seen in every month, but are scarce especially during
have included extensive releases of Canadas in both Missouthe coldest months of winter, Dember and January.

(19491991) and Arkansas (19-4®90). Birds imwARcould Theybegin to returnto northwestern Arkansas
have their origins in the relases by Arkansasn@ & Fish during warming trendsmid- February and the first half of
Commission in the western Arkansas Rivey Valay. March. | saw at least 35 birds flying to roost along the lllinois
FayettevilleChristmas Bird Cousiduring the 1960s and River in Benton County on March 8, 208ihce they are

1970s, they were founih only 7 of 20/eaisand never more  cavity nesters, they can be found along rivers and ponds

than 10 birds. Numbers have steadily climbed, with more  where there are mature trees with natural cavitieseke

than 300 on the Fay#ville CBC since the late 1990s and Wood Ducksnnually in early June ddoxleymill pond in

2,075 on the 2000 count. Newton County. Often there are 2 or 3 broods of ducklings,
The sights and sounds of these large birds escorted by adults, and easily seffom the highway, at least

flying in formations over busy and rapidly growimgARare when you first drive up.

welcome, and for birders and nature enthusigenerally, Especially high numbers may congregate on

preferable to traffic noise andndless multiplications of lakes during October and November before fall migration.

parking lots and 24our superstores. On the other hand, Rarity ofWood Ducks at midwinter is supported by data from

fecal matter associated with growing flocks is a nuisance in the Fayetteville Christmas Bird Count wlérhas been

places like golf courses. found on only 7 of 40 counts, with a peak of 5in 1977. There
was also only a single Wood Duck reported on the Siloam

Trumpeter SwanCygnus buccinator Springs CBC (1979).

STATUS: Rare transient and winter residesttent records

involve released birdand possibly their offspring Gadwall Anas strepera

Doug James and others identified one bird at STATUS: Common winter resident; DATES: August 22 to May
Beaver Lake on February 10 & 14, 1991. Amy Davis reporte®+.
two at Siloam Springs February 2, 2005; red collars on these Gadwalls are abundamigrants and winter
birds indicated they wereém an lowa flock. Don Nelms residents appearing on almost any pond or reservoir where
photographed two birds on the Boxleyill pond in Newton there is shallow water with emergent vegetaticFhey are
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one of the most common and widespread ducks present in
winter here.A few individuals are among the early dabbling
dudks that reacmwAR(often by early Septemberput we

R 2 yiypidally findbigflocks until Octoberapproximately
375 at Lake Segyah on October 23, 2005, indicatedrajor
migration influx.There were 397 at Lake Fayetteville on
November 11, 1995.

in high numbers at migvinter and can be seen standing on
ice in severe weather.

Most Mallardsdepartwestern Arkansaduring
spring (typically during mid to late March) for breeding areas
to the north, but ®me nest.Whether these nesting birds are
GGNYzE &8 At RéE INBSYKSFRa oGKI
migration period)or alternatively, are at least partially

Numbe's reported on Christmas Bird Counts at domesticatedis a popular topic for animated discussion

Fayetteville were low until the 1970s, but have increased
thereafter, with several counts involving 300+. The
Fayetteville CBC mean was 75.0 (n=39, rangé?).

among local birders.
Overall, Mallargpopulation levels are highest
between October and March. Thaye scattered around all

Gadwalls remain among the most numerous ofkinds of lakes and farm ponds as long as the weather is mild.

ducks imwARat least until the end of March. There were
approximately 400 at Centerton on March 9, 2003, and 300
there as late adviarch 30, 2004. These records reflect
migration peaksSome birds lingerwo males and two
females were at Lake Elmdale on June 62199

American WigeonAnas Americana

STATUSairly ommon transient and winter resident; DATES:

September 12 to May 15+.

American Wigeons are regular transients and
fairly regular winter rersidents inwAR though the number
of birds involved never is vehigh Since 1961, we have
found them on about thredourths of FayettevilleChristmas
Bird Couns: the CBC mean is 9Bowever, sce the early

Mallards seem tdolerate all kinds of weathetbut during
long speb of ice and snowthey concentrate ira few places
with open water. Here, thegan be seen standing on ice,
waiting their opportunity to forage in small openings.
Kimberly G. Smith and | saw 180 standing on ice at the former
Lake Francis on December 27, 1983. There were 920 at Bob
Kidd Lake Bcember 25, 1990The Fayetteville Christmas Bird
Count mean is 151.9 (n=39, rangd®@}).

Very few of the sizeable population present
here in March remain to summelrpersonally assume they
are at leaspartially domesticated NJ G KSNJ G K| y
wild birds Whatever their status, thepest here on an annual
basisand we see broods each years in places like the state
fish hatchery at Centertan

1990s, peak counts on the CBC have included 52 (1998), 55

(2002) and 57 (2004). These are considerly highem ttounts
in the decades of the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980sberly G.
Smith noticed that wigeons frequently were present on
ponds at the Paradise Valley Country Club within the
Fayetteville CBC circle, making it a good place to visit on
count day.

Wigeonsdeclined in the early 1980s (3.5t0 1.8
million) during a widescale drought in the prairigbere they
nest Subsequently the population steadily increased to over
3.1 million by 1997, owing to improved habitat conditions
during the mid1990s in western Nth America and a
continued expansion of the breeding range eastward
(Mowbray 1999.

AmericanBlack DuckAnas rubripes

There are a total of seven reports between
October 29 and March 3. All but one observation for this
species-whose population has bedn decline for several
decades-occurred prior to 1963. In additiothere are
several observations imwARof hybrids with black duck and
Mallard characteristicsMike Mlodinow has observed several
of these hybridsat Centertonand | saw one associatedtiv
Gadwalls on a farm pond near Siloam Sprimgblovember
20, 2008

Mallard, Anas platyrhynchos

STATUS: Common transient and winter residencommon

summer resident; DATESesent in all seasons.
Mallardsare among the most common and

widespread othe waterfowlin nwAR They are often present
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Blue-winged Teal Anas discors
STATUS: Common transiergte summer residenfDATES:
July 8 to November&+ andFebruary 20 tiMay 14+

Bluewinged Teal ar¢he first dpuddle ducks
to reach northern Arkansas during their southward migration
in July. Mudflatsponds and open areas along streams
providesuitablehabitat. Single birds or perhaps a few more
may driftintonwARR dzZNJA y 3 Wdz @ 3 odzi 6 S
flocksuntil mid-August.They become very common after late
August or early SeptembeFhe approximately 175 at
Centerton on August 25, 2007, indicated a big influx as did
the estimated 480 on mudits at Lake Sequoyah on
September 10, 198Most depart to the south upon the
arrival of freezing weather in late fall, but there are
occasional sightings into December.

Moderating weather in March includes the
return of Bluewinged Teals, as they headnth. We see
flocks of these transients from about midarch to the last of
April or early May. Mike Mlodinow and | counted 60 at
Centerton on March 26, 2006 counted at least 130 in a
flooded former prairie field at Siloam Springs April 10, 2008
The 40seen at Centerton on May 1, 2004, was a high number
so late in the migration period.

Thebulk of thebreeding rangdor Blue
wingedTealliesjustto the northand west ofniwAR(including
parts of Missouri, Kansas, and Oklahoma), and there is also a
nesting population to the southwest (Rohwer et al. 2002).
¢CKSNBEFT2NE=zZ AlQa
nest here on occasion adult female with 112 ducklings
was at Centerton July 6, 199ruce Shackleford
photographed 2 adult females ari@ halfgrown ducklings at
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Woolsey Wet Prairie in Fayetteville on June 24, 2008. There

are alditionallate May andJune observationthat might Greenwinged Teal Anas crecca
involve nesting STATUS: Common transient, fairly common winter resident;
DATES: August 20 to April 18+.
Cinnamon TealAnas cyanoptera There is an overlap in the migrations of our
STATUS: Rare transient; DATES: Februaviag112 two common teal, greetwinged and bluevinged.Blue-
This commorbird of the West is a rare wingeds arrive firsand typically depart before real cold
transient here with 7 spring records. All observations involvedveather. Greerwingeds remainandare therefore theusual
1-4 birds. wintering tealin nwAR Both teal species occim similar
habitats in the fallbefore winter We find both in the
Northern ShovelerAnas clypeata shallows of farm ponds, the figfonds at Ceterton hatchery,
STATUS: Common transient, fairly common winter resident; swampy shallows of lakes, and even shallow pools along
DATES: August 23 to May 25+. rivers. The females of the two teal species look enough alike
Shovelersare dabbling ducks thatrefer the that when we spot them well blended with shorelines we

more shallow areas of thlarger lakesand farm pondsn our have to spend some time studying the subtle plumage
former prairie regionThey use their specialidéill to strain differences tocome up with correct identifications. Of course,

food (like small invertebrates) from the surface water. the males of the two species are clearly marked and the
Shovelersare among the earli arriving of elegant plumage of male Greawinged Teals rivals that of

the transient duckin nwAR During fall, small numbers can  the more famously attired male Wood Ducks.

be observed during the first half of September, with the first Since the early 1960s, GrewnngedTeals

flocks by early OctoberoF example, the 20 shovelers at have keen reported on about half of Fayettevilthristmas

Centerton on October 2, 2004were(i K (i & S & 2 y QHird Edurl,wifh a Tetv €BIC{rebords of over 30; the big peak

Shoveler numbers pick up in égaNovember. During a big was in 2006, when 102 were found within the count circle. At

mixedspecies waterfowl influx on November 7, 2003, Mike Lake Sequoyah in Fayetteville, 153 were counted on

Mlodinow and | counted 71 at Bob Kidd Lake, 50 at December 3, 198%reenwingedTeal can be observed here

Centerton, and at least 10 on Lake Fayetteville. through the early part of spring. The 25 (including males and
During winter they can often be found during females) thaiRichard Stauffacher and | observed at

mild weather, but the numberare usually lowetthan during Centerton on March 16, 2002, marked a peak in the

migration. As is the case with madyckspecies, habitat northward migration.There are several May and June records

conservation and improvement on northern breeding of shgle birds.

grounds have lead to increases in numbesaching

northwestern Arkansas. This is reflected on the Fayetteville CanvasbackAythya valisineria

Chrigmas Bird CountShoveler numbers were very low STATUS: Uncommon transient and winter resident; DATES:
during the 1960<.980s, with none many yeasas midwinter.  October 26 to May 2.

During the 1990s, numbers increased dramatically, with Canvasbacksigrate throughand generally
shovelers almost always found, and some peak counts overwinter in western Arkansam an annual basidvany

reaching 9495 birds by the late 1990s.t8tal of 337 were on  sightings involve just a few birdsmdoccasionally as many as

LRy Ra | i @hueRNoland@steivdteiti@aiment  a dozen or soDoug James made a good count of 14 at

plant on December 6, 199There were at least 35 shovelers Hiwasse in Benton County on January 2, 1997.

on the Siloam Springs City Lake on January 18, 2009, when Canvasbacks have befaund on 28 of 47

the lake was drawn down to very low levels. recentCBCs at Fayetteville. At least seven birds were counted
The 22 at €nterton on April 16, 2005, was a  in 10 years, but they wereormpletely missed (0 found) on 18

good spring count. There are several observations®birds The peak counts (30 in 1969 and 81 in 1976) both occurred

in June. before the breeding population went through a period of very
low numbers. This population low between 1982 and 1995

Northern Pintail, Anas acuta NBadzZ §SR Ay /| y@l aol OffdeS ofSMa B 4. | «
STATUS: Uncommon transient and somewhat rare winter  for species bconcern (Mowbray 2002).
resident; DATES: August 22 to April 14. In recent years we have seen Canvasbacks at a

We generally see few pintaiinnwAR They spring fed pond along highway 102 in Centerton. | saw 12
occur regularly in higér numbers in floodedvetlands and birds there on January 26, 2009. In winter, Canvasbacks dive
extensiveagricultural fields of the Arkansas River valley, for preferred foods like the tubers of soierged plants
immediately south ohwAR Thisextensiveflooded field (Mowbray2002. Presumeably, this and similar pontest

habitat is largely lacking in the western Ozafar sightings  such preferred foods.

typically involve low numbers, often in the range &b {there

is an older record of 76 on Lake Fayetteville in the first half oRedhead Aythyaamericana

February). Since 1961, pintails have been found in only 10 STATUS: Uncommon transient amaty uncommorwinter
years of the Fayetteville Christmas Bird Co&atiksinclude resident; DATES: October 26 to April 19+.

12 (1%9) and 8 (1983).
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Redheads are never truly commonniwAR rangewide decline of Gréer Scauy a! G  RAadl yOS:

with most observatias involving just a few birds. But we do Greater Scaup are often indistinguishable from Lesser
experience occasional fall migration peaks. Mike Mlodinow Scaup, and their similarity is a major challenge to
and Jennifer Russell counted 64 at Centerton on November lyaterfowl managers, who require accurate population
1996.The 42 Redheads at Bob Kidd Lake on November 7, information for each species to set harvest limits and
2003, were part of aenormous raft of waterfowl! that develop managem@ policies. Unfortunately, because
included approximately 2,000 diving duck species; there weref identification difficulties, the 2 species are combined
at least 20 Redheads at Lake Fayetteville on the same day. during aerial (and most ground) population surveys, so
The highest number reported for the winter changes in populations of either species are obscured

season was 31 at Lake ElImdale on December12, 1993. especially those of Greater Scaup, whose numbers are

Redheadshow up in low numbers on about half of 2PSNBKSEt YSR 6@ GKS Y2NB FodzyRIyd

FayettevilleChristmas Bird Cousitthe peak was 26 in 1993. (Kessel et al. 2002).

There are only scattered sightings after Avirch. There is Lake Atalanta in Rogensis been a

also one extreseasonal observation. relatively reliable spot for Greater Scaup observations. A

flock of up to eight spent much of the winter, observed

Ringnecked DuckAythya collaris from December 1985 to mitflarch 1986; nine were

STATUS: Common transi@nd winter resident; DATES: there January 21, 1989ight Greater Scaup were

October 13 to May 4+. identified at a 16acre floodwater retention structure in
These handsome birds arrive widdl cold Bentonville(bounded by SE f7and Phyllis, just off

fronts, often in late October and early Novemb@rtotal of Moberly Manor Dive) on February 11, 2007; 6 were

266 Ringy SO1 SR 5dz01 & ¢ SNB 2Baul LJ2 thétaion batembdr & 200an&Bdn MaréhQ,2008

R.Nolandwastewatertreatment plant onNovember 26, Mike Mlodinow counted 28 at Beaver Lake Dam State

1995. This marked a big fall infllRingnecked Ducks prefer ~ Park on March 17, 199There have been reports ofd
larger ponds and shallow lakes with emergent or submergenbirds on severrayettevilleChristmas Bird Cousisince
plants. They dive for plant foods, primarily seeds and below 1991 (half of the counts), and additional reports from

ground plant parts (Hohman and Eberhardt 1998). lakes and larger pals. There is a very late observation
They have ben found most years during the  for May 12, 2007, at Centerton.
FayettevilleChristmas Bird CountLow numbers during the The difficulty in separating the two scaup

1970s and early 1980s improved considerably during the  species, especially at distance or under harsh weather
1990s, with a peak of 273 in 1995. Mike Mlodinow and Davidconditions, certainly contributes to the relatively few
Chapman counted 337 at Lake Wedington on December 30, records. For example, on Novenrbg& 2003, during a
1995. huge surge of migrating waterfowl, a single female

We still find relatively high numbers through  Greater was identified on Bob Kidd Lake and a single
March. KS RI&8Q& G2GFf F2N 6A NRingldon Lake Fayetlelebat bre Rilist wdrkler [f theyeS
Fayetteville and hatchery ponds at Centerton was 96 for were others among th@ighnumbers of Lesser Scaups
March 27, 1983There were stilLl87 at Lake Elmdale on present on the same lakgsee below).L G4 Q& S| ae
March 13, 1994Numbers are dealing sharply by April: 6 at  why, in looking at masses of migrating scaup at distance
Centerton on April 15, 2007, was a relatively high count so and bobbing in rafts, we woulgrefera very good view,

late in the season. a fine spotting scope, and a world of patience, to reliably
separate the speciedt's possible to see and stydhe
Greater ScaupAythya marila interesting and subtle physical differendesmore

STATUSJncommon to somewhat rare transient and winter intimate settings
resident; DATES: October 28 to Apt#il 7
LY Y& ¥ A MEséful anaclatedd ¢ | { Lesser Scauphythya affinis

bird list fornwARO b S f My o0 I L RARY QSTATEE SommynSagdisdntimes abundant transient and
Greater Scaup because then there were zero records for ~ usuallycommon winter resident; DATES: October 13 to May

it here and | had no experience in distinguishing the two 9+.

scaup species. Slowly, we began to accumulate reliable This is the common scaup we see iestern
observationsa credit to the experience of others with ArkansasThe huge raft of Lesser Scaup estimated at 1,500 on
sufficient field identification skills who realized they had Bob Kidd Lake November 7, 2003, indicatdxigdall influx. At
been missed (Neal and Mlodinow 1988). Since the mid least 200 were at Lake Fayetteville on the same day. Such
1980s, we have steadily accumulated sightings. It is now  large flocks of scaups and other duck species are seen
clear that low numbers (often-2) regularlystop on regularlyduring the fall migration.
larger lakes and ponds Lesser scaups have been reported on most
Separating the two species provides FayettevilleChristmas Bird Coustwith highest numbers in
much entertainment, of a serious nature, fowARQ a the 1990s, including 21 1991and 108 in 1995Since 1961,
birders duing migration and winter. The seriopart we have recorded 10 or fewer Lesser Scaup on 17 counts,
involves the fact that there is apparently a letegm including5 counts when we found none.
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The 228 aPaul RNolandwastewater plant in Fayetteville and on a fish pond at Centert8imgle
treatment plant on March 23, 1995, also indicated a spring birds | saw from several places on Beaver Lake in early 2009
peak as did 80 on April 14, 2007, at Lake Fayettevilteere (January February 19) were loosely associated with

are several summer observations of up to 4 hirds Common Goldeneyes.
Surf ScoterMelanitta perspicillata Bufflehead Bucephala albola
STATUS: Rare transient, primarily in fall; DATES: October 1ISTATUS: Commamigrantand winter resident; DATES:
November 26 and April 14. October 26 to April 24+.

The first scoter of any species | ever saas at Migrating Buffleheads arrive inwARfrom
Lake Fayetteville on a typically stormy second week in their northern breeding grounds typically from the second
November It wasa big dark duck out in thmiddle of the week in November and thereafter, with a big peak in

lake with what appeared to be two white patches on the side numbers during mid toate NovemberAn estimated 200

of its head. According to Peterson, nothing but a female were present on Bob Kidd Lake November 7, 2003, and at
scoter fit the pattern, but | had no experience with scoters  least 100 on Lake Fayetteville the same day. An amdgfidg
and besides, saidtomyselfi i 02 dzf Ry Qi @S Wwereiobsaried i PakedSyétievilision November 13, 1997.
25 years ago we had almost no Arkansas records for any kinBuffleheads visit all kinds of larger ponds and sakeing fall
of scoters. But Surf Scoter it wéidovember 10, 1981A and springmigration

second one appeared 10 days later. | found another one at Hocks of a dozen or more birds remain

Bob Kidd Lake near Prairie Grove, November 19, 1983. Agaithroughoutmostwinters. A small flock spent the winter of

it was a stormy dg, this time with wind and rain. My 20082009 at the Centerton fish hatcherguffleheads,
observations and note taking (for a documentation form) however, were absent during the severe cold of December
were made while squatting under an umbrella on the dam: 1983Januay 1984, returning again with milder weather.
umbrella held in one hand, the other attempting to keep in  They have been observed most yedtsingthe Fayetteville

focus adivingbird, and trying to stay warm ardty in the Christmas Bird Counivith peaks exceeding 100 birds during
excitement. the 1990s. A few extraeasonal records involved an
We have seen a few Surf Scoters nfafis apparently injured bird.

since.Most of our observations have involveeRlbirds.

There were 6 at Bob Kidd Lake on October 27, 1990. David Common Goldeeye,Bucephala clangula

Chapman found a male at Lake Fayetteville on April 14, 200 STATUS: Fairly command widespreadnigrant in low
numberson larger impoundmentandfairly common locally

White-winged Scoter,Melanitta fusca in winter, especially at Beaver LaHRATES: November 14 to
STATUS: Rare fall transient; DATES: NoverADec&mber 9.  April 18.

Four records. Mike Mlodinow found 2 Goldeneyes are seen during migration on all
immatures on December 9, 1994, and 1 immature on kinds oflakes and on occasion, even ponds. By-wiitter we
November 5, 2000, both at Bob Kidd Lake. Jasecidrand are most likely to find goldeneyes only on the larger lakes and
others found an adult at Ceatton on November 9, 2003, especially Beaver Lake. The only large flocks have been

and the bird was seen as late as November 16. A single birdreported on Beaver Lake, where 40 or more birds have been
was seen during a Northwest Arkansas Audubon Society fieldeen onrmanyoccasionst mid-winter. The total wag06

trip to Bob Kidd Lake November 5, 2006. seenfrom Beaver Lake Dam State Park on December 26,
1989.1 counted 130 in a cove from the Lost Bridge North Park
Black ScoterMelanitta nigra on Beaver Lake January 7, 2008. Goldeneyeslieae
One record. Mike Mlodinoywith Paige ad found on about half oFayettevilleChristmas Bird Cousit
Mary Bess Mulhollagrobserved a male Black Scoter at with a peak of 30 in 1975At Siloam Springs, the peak was 33

Centerton on November 10, 2006. Mary Bess Mulhollan tookon the 1981 CBC.
photographs. This bird was still present on the following day.
HoodedMerganser,Lophodytes cucullatus

Longtailed Duck,Clangula hyemalis STATUS: Fairly commuarigrant uncommon winter resident;
STATUS: Rare transient and winter visii?kTES: November rare during nesting seaspDATES: observed in all seasons,
16-March 17. but primarily Gctober-February.

Most observations involvsingle birds, or We find Hooded Mergansers on all kinds of

occasionally two, and many sightings occur during Decembeponds, lakes, and rivers, mainly during migration and winter.
Four were found on Lake Fayetteville on December 16,,1979There were 31 at Fayetteviflddaul RNolandwastewater

and five were there January 27, 1980. Ovetaihgtailed treatment plant pond on November 11, 2003, an indication of
Duck tas been found on onl FayettevilleChristmas Bird the fall influx.During a major duck migration, 15 were at Bob
Counsdating back to 19619ghtings have been widely Kidd Lake and 30 at Lake Fayetteville, both on November 11,
scattered, primarily on larger bodies of wai@eaver Lake, 2004.

Bull Shoals, Lake Fayetteville, Lake Atalatt® but also on a Hooded Mergansers were observietegularly

big settling pond aPaul R Noland wastewater treatment during theFayettevilleChristmas Bird Counintil the late
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1990s Since then, they have been reped on most counts
and in higher numbers. THE found on the 2005 Fayetteville
Christmas Bird Countas apeak;Mike Mlodinow and David

Ruddy DuckOxyura jamaicensis
STATUS: Commdall transient and relatively uncommon

Chapman counted approximately 65 in the same area on thespringtransient uncommonwinter resident; DATES: October

following day.These high numbers could be a result of the
extremely mild weather through December 2005, allowing
themto winter further north and in higher numbers than
they typically do.

7 to May15+.

Flocks of up to two dozen birds are not
unusual at Lake Fayetteville aftdret arrival of big cold fronts
in NovemberThe fall migration in 2003 was just amazing. An

There are also approximately a dozen summer estimated 360 Ruddy Ducks were at Bob Kidd Lake November

records of juveniles or occasional adults (on ponds at
Centerton, but also elsewheyand an adult female with

young on Beaver Lake. Seven were found at Lake Fayetteville

May 31, 1992, and an adult female was there on May 26,
2005.

Common Mergansenergus merganser
STATUSSomewhat rare transient and winter visitor in low
numbers; DATE®ctober 26 to April 18.

I 2YY2y aSNHI yavBRED &
indicated by the fact that it has been found on only 7
FayettevilleChristmas Bird Cousit The highest number
recorded was 11 birds in 1963. Common Mergansers were

NJ-

7, 2003, and an astounding 1,200 at Lake Fayetteville on the
same day.
Most Ruddy Ducks depamtvARby eary
winter, but at least a few remain most yeafiey are found
on mostFayettevilleChristmas Bird Coustbut the number
observed is almost always fewer than; ifle 86 counted in
1997 was a pealdistorical data maintained by National
Audubon Society shes that the principal mievinter
distribution in the state is in eastern Arkansas on the
MiZsisippi Allyivial Plain and to the south.

The spring migration period seems to involve
numbers like those present in the winter, with little
noticeable influxThere are also a few summer season

found on the Siloam Spring8C in 1979 (7) and 1981 (2). On observations of single birds.
December 26, 1989, 27 were counted from Beaver Lake State

Park in Carroll County. Thebdirds found on December 14,

2003, on Lake Sequoyah remained until at least February 14,

2004.

Redbreasted MerganserMergus serrator
STATUS: Uncommon transient, very rare winter visitor;
DATES: November 1 to May 28+.

Redbreasted Mergansenegularly appeam
nwARwith the advent of real cold weather. They usually
remainon our wooded lakefor a few days before continuing
south towad the coast, where most are found during winter
During fall, this involves miNovember and thereafter, often
during the same period wheaother migratingdiving ducks
(scaup, redheads, etc) are present on larger impoundments
Most obsrvationsof Redbreasted Merganser@évolve small
flocks of a few birds up to seven or ddike Mlodinow saw 7
at Beaver Lake dam on November 3, 19%hw 14 on Lake
Fayetteville November 23, 1983. These observatfmovide
an indication of the migration peak througtwAR There are

Order Galliformes
grouse, turkey, and quail

RuffedGrouse,Bonasa umbellus
STATUS: Extirpated in the‘ﬁ&ntury, but more recently
subject toareintroduction effortthat appears to have fkad.

The 19th Century pioneer literature of
Y2NIKgSald ! NJFyara AyOft dzZRSR NBFSNJ
(see, for example, Neal 1958 and Donat 1974:12). This
population seems to have been extirpated by around 1900.
Professor F. L. Harvey of the Universithdéansas
considered it very scarce in the Fayetteville area in 1883
(Howell 1911).

During the 1980s, wilttapped birds from
other regions of North America were released near Ponca in
Newton County and near Hagarsville in Johnson County in an
attempt to establish a wild populatioon the Buffalo National
River andOzark National Foreg¢f\rkansas Game & Fish data).
Unlike wild turkey reintroductions, this®€f2 NIi K|l ay Qi

only scattered sightings of single birds after the fall migrationfiourished and Arkansas Game & Fish has largely abandoned

Prior to 2005, the onl¥rayettevilleChristmas
Bird Countecord was one bird in 1982. On December 18,

this effortd  podsDla adw bird remain somewhere in the
Ozark National Forest (M. Widner, personal communication,

2005, Kim Smith and his Fayetteville CBC party counted 21 onp5/08).

a large pondWritten documentation was provided for this

unusual winter record. There were also Hooded Mergansers Greater PrairieChicken Tympanuchus cupido

on the same pond. There are a few other winter season
records of single birds.

There are several records of small flocks
around midApril indicative of tle northward migration
period. For examplethere were 12 on Lake Frances (now
drained) on April 15, 198Mike Mlodinow and | saw 6 at
Lake Fayetteville on April 15, 200B6Anne Rife saw 6 at Lake
Bull Shoals on April 16, 1990here is also a Jurily ecord
at Centerton.
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Extirpated from Arkansas. In the 19th Century,
prairie-chickens were resident in the open grasslands of
westem Arkansas (Ellis 1957, Neal 1958). They disappeared
early. Albert Lano (1921) was greatly surprised when a bird
was killed west of Fayetteville in 1919. Dean Crooks reported
the last one from northwest Arkansas (Baerg 1951),
undoubtedly from the native @fore fescue) grasslands of
Benton County. This loss undoubtedly resulted from
unregulated hunting plusonversion of its grassland habitat



to the production of wheat, a crop that covered as many as bobwhite-friendly, including small farms, extensive

100,000 acres in northwest Arkansas during the period187 grasslands, and much forest edge habitat. Between the late

to 1920 (see also discussion in Smith and Petit 1988:34).  1960s and late 1980s, bobwhite tallies on the Compton

Flocks can still be seen on preserved prairie remnants in the survey often ranged 280 birds, with a peak of 45 in 1967.

Missouri Ozarks (Wilson 1984; Jacobs and Wilson 1997:93) Numbers hag plunged since the early 1990s, with no counts

and in eastern Oklahoma in places like the Tallgrass Prairie exceeding 12 birds. The widespread practice of clean

Preserve near Rehuska in Osage County (Reinking 2004). F Sy OSNB ga& Aay Qi adaadGlofS T2N) 6206
species requiring cover and travel corridors. As in the case of

Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo turkeys, fire that once helped shag brushy, open habitats
STATUS: Fairly common local resident in extensively forestedith suitable food plants, including open, pdike pine and
areas; DATES: all year. hardwood forests, is now largely absent, even in rural areas
The originaturkey population was greatly where small fires were frequent in the past. The best
reduced byunregulatedhunting, forest clearing, and remaining habitats involve the still extensive grasdiof
widespread fire suppression that degraded remaining habitatformer prairies.
(Widner 1998). In a major effort by Arkansas Game & Fish In their study at Pea Ridge, Shugart and James
Commission, the all but extirpated local population was (1973: Table 1) found bobwhites across a range of grassy
augmented by releases starting in 1932. The release of wild early succession habitats, with peak numbers in woody field
birds trapped in southestern Arkansas since the 1950s and forest edge plots. Masters (2007, figures 3 and 4) shows

(James, et al. 1983) has successfully restored turkeys on  how restricted habitat available to bobwhites is in forests
public lands and elsewhere with suitable habitat. Releases with and without fire. The difference is huge, with only a

have been concentrated on public lands, like the Ozark modest amount of available habitat in forests protected from
National Forestwhere bird densities are in the raa@f 615 fire (as are most forests iIMwAR compared to expansive
per square mile (Widner 1998:44). Doug James and his habitat in forests that e open and pariike as a result of
students found 3 flocks totaling 109 birds between Boxley frequent fire.
and Ponca in Newton County on December 4, 1998. There The take home message is clear. If we want
were 9 turkeys on the Crooked Cre€hristmas Bird Couiirh bobwhites, we must restore firand native grasslands our
2001. ecosysters in nwAR

Groups like tk National Wild Turkey
Federation urge the use of prescribed burning to improve Order Gaviiformes
habitat for this bird, as well as other animals and plants that loons

flourish in habitats shaped in part by fire.
Pacific Loon(Gavia pacifica

Northern Bobwhite,Colinus virginianus Two records. Charledills identified one near
STATUSNow absent from maygrassland habitats where it the dam site on Beaver Lake in Carroll County on November
was once commonptally commoronly where suitable 21, 1991 Wefound a single bird in the Rocky Branch area of
habitat persists; DATES: all year. Beaver December 29, 200andit was observed in the same

Bobwhites have radically declined throughout area as late as March 2, 2003. On the last date we had
the western Ozarks, largely as a result of habitat loss and  wonderful views as it flew across the water relatively close to
WldeSpI’ead flre SuppreSSIon. Tha;e St|” fa|r|y common us and near a Common Loon. Compared to the Common

locally in extensive grasslands, abandoned pastures, forest | oon, the Pacific exhibited faster wing beats and was
edge, and similar habitat, such as in the native and-native  opyiously smaller.

grassland in and around Chesney Prairid Baker Prairie
Natural AreasThey are rare and basically extited from the  common LoonGavia immer

expanding urban corridor between Fayetteville and STATUS: Uncommon transient and winter resideerall,

Bentonville. but locally common in low numbers at Beaver LAXATES:
Winter coveys of bobwhites were once September 7 to Mag0+

abundant on the Fayettevill€hristmas Bird CounTotals of CommonLoons are typically observed on the

over 100 birds were frequent into the mitB90s (1994=109,  pjgger reservoirs with deep water, but are also seen during
1995=45), but plungetb 0 on some counts thereafter. The  mjgration onsmall lakes andvenlarger pondsThey are
proximate cause is rapid human population growth and never truly common in northwestern Arkansas, but they are

OANDEf So® . dzi AGQa y2d 2dzd Gﬁoﬂ@dﬁb&@a@va%ﬁﬁlbMrdzﬁi_aﬂev%ﬁr@tﬁﬁ%ﬁ'tﬁev@rﬁO’JKAUS

Even in the country5|_de where farms rathiban freewa_ys early fall date of September 7, 1993. Overall, we see few

are the norm, bobwhite numbers are depress@bwhites loons until big cold frots in the second half of October into

are still reported in on the Crooked Creek CBC in Boone November The fall migration in 2003 produced some

County (2629 birds for the period of 2002004). . relatively high numbers. At least 10 were present on Bob Kidd
The Compton &edingBird Surveyroute in Lake on November 11 and at least 12 on Lake Fayetteville the

Newton County covers a broad rangehabitats once very same day. A group of wésiting Beaver Lacounted 11off
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Rocky Branch and Twin Coves on November 10, 2007. These
observations reflect peaks in trs®uthwardfall migration. Piedbilled Grebe,Podilymbus podiceps

We observe many fewer loons during winter. STATUS: Common transient and winter resident, but seen in
Records are sparse on the Fayettev@llaristmas Bird Count  all seasons; DATES: primarily September through April.
1968(1), 1979(1)1985(1), and 1998(2). We make a few mid Most observation®f Piedbilled Grebes
winter trips each year to Beaver Lake in search of deep wateinvolve transients and winter residents. Irigration they
birds like loons. Often, we find a few visible from the area  utilize all sorts of ponds, but most winter records involve
around Rocky Brandmnd other Corps of Engineers parks on larger impoundments.
iKS t11585Qa dam gitSohik, GdjaRCreel§ ®3 o X The fall migration peak has been noted
However, the numbers seen are lolm.their visits to Table between the second week in September into early
Rock Lake, JoAnne and Earl Rife found loons regularly in Loipvember; 250 at Lake Fayetteville on October 17, 1999,
Creek Arm of Table Rock Lake, at mouth of Cricket Creek, marked a peak. ©h80 birds seen by Jasonstier and Abby

near Cricket Creek Boat DodkAnne noted the birds eve Darrah at Bob Kidd Lake on November 6, 2007, were also
typically in the larger more open waters, rather than in the indicative of a fall peak in migration.
narrow branches. While they are generally present throughout

The much higher numbers (hundreds) of loons the winter, severe weather forces them to seek open water
wintering on Tenkiller Lake in eastern Oklahoma attracts us habitat elsewhee. Observers on th&ayettevilleChristmas
to that area because we are likely to see many loons, with a Bird Counfind them almost every year; mean 10.3 (n=39,
chance o find up to four species wintering there in recent  range 033).
years.This suggests that compared to Beaver Lake, Tenkiller The 115 at Lake Fayetteville April 14, 2007,
K& I Y2NB | odzyRIyi avl ff 7Frhaiked alsigindqeakanhréeying indiidGals asde/ | f =
spatial, and annual variability is due to shifting abundance of summered at Lake Fayetteville, Lake AtalantRogers, and
AYlFtf FTAAKEBarp@WR yieNS | yR Lake Elmdale. Mike Mlodinow found probable evidence of
The northward migration of spring is noted breeding at Lake Elmdale in northern Washington County
here from late March into early Majeginning in at least during several years in the 1990s, including adults with
late February, loons begin to molt drab grays of winter, possibly three broods on July 16 and 24, 1994.
exchanging these feathers for the rich black and white
checked pattern on their bask Thus, loons passing through Horned GrebePodiceps autus
in the spring often exhibit much, if not all, of the summer STATUS: Fairly common transient and locally common winter

plumage. These migrants make brief stapsthe smaller resident; DATES: August 24 to April 24+.
lakes and ponds. | saw 2 Common Loons at Lake Wedington Small flocks of Horned Grebes, often five or
March 25, 2005. The three at Lake Fayetteville oril 8pr fewer birds, can be found on larger bodies of water
2005, were in brilliant summer plumage, as was a single birdthroughoutnwARduring migration. Big winter season ¢ks
on astate fish hatchery pond at Centerton, May 1, 2004. can be observed on Beaver Lake at the dam site, Rocky
There isalsoa summer record of a nebreeding individual at  Branch, andspeciallyin the Slate Gap Road area. Counts
Beaver Lake. ranging from 64 up to 500 have occurred in these areas from
mid-November to mieMarch.
Yellow-billed Loon,Gavia adamsii They are rare during winter elsewhere in
Mike Mlodinow identifed this bird just above  nwAR theywere found only 4 times during Christmas Bird
Beaver Lake dam site in Carroll County on November 1 Counts at Fayettevill@ here are scattered summer records of
1991.This is the only record for Yelldvilled Loon in non-breeding birds from Bull Shoals and Beaver Lake.
Arkansaslt wasphotographed on November 19 aiséen as
late as November 30. Eared GrebePodiceps nigricollis
STATUS: Very uncommon transient and rare winter resident;
OrderPodicipediformes DATES: September 2 to June 1.
grebes Ourobservationsof this grebe from the far
northwest arescatteredbetween September and early June.
Least GrebgTachybaptus dominicus They are never common here, as is the case with Horned
One record. Mike Mlodinow and Jacque Brown Grebe Early to midNovember is typical for fall arrivals. Most
observed a Least Grebe at the state fish hatchery in obsenations involve 13 birds. The six at Beaver Lake on

Centerton on August 3, 2008. Brown collected images. This November 4, 1995, was a high count. Most birds have passed

was the first state record for Arkansas. It was subsequently through by late April, but therare later records, including a

viewed by manythers and was last observed on August 7. single bird seen at the Centerton hatchery on June 1, 1995.
James et al. (2008) speculated this grebe may have

strayed into Arkansas as a result of displacement associated/Vestern GrebeAechnophorus occidentaliand

with Hurricane Dolly in late July. Very high winds were Aechmophoruspecies . N
' 2a20A1F GSR gAGK 52tvestadn LI aSTAERS: Rargtigpsigny and wintexyisior; DATES: November
Arkansas. 4 to March 15.
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There have been approximatel® fecords of This fiskeating bird gathers in flocks on

largeAechmophorugrebesthat fit plumages of the impoundments, especially during fall migration. Ytee

2 S30GSNY K/ f I NeIn@EOS1DANER St Sof thiegelLJS  especiallynumerousin October and NovembeAn estimated

records-from Bob Kidd Lake near Prairie Grelielp to 500flew over Chesney Ririe NA on September 26, 2004,

delineate migration periods: Novembefl1Z, 2003, (fall) and and an estimated 80 over the same place October 15, 2005.

March 13, 1984 (spring). The bird reported in 1984 fit the Earlywinter records are primarily from Lake

general pattern of Western Grebe. Sequoyahbut they also linger on SWEPCO Lake at Gentry
On January 21, 1981, memiseof the (Terry Stanfill, personal communicatioio cormorants were

Northwest Arkansas Audubon Society saw two birds of the reported on the Fayetteville Christmas Bird Count until 1984,
2 SaGSNYk/ tFNyQa Gells i w2 OHuthave beknfddmd regufarly.sifide, @ENNMILIO9 chubitdf 48.S G+ A £ &

on the plumage of the 1981 birds are not available. A single An estimated 100 flew over Chesney on April
bird that wintered on Beaver Lake in 1992895 was of the 1, 2006, indicating a spring peak. There are also are a few
Aechmophausii @ LIS o6dzii O2 dz Ry Qdaw 0 SaddRidablBcktered rdciRddy G A FA SR

and photographed aefinitive Western Grebe on several The increase inormorantnumbers is no

occasions in the Slate Gap area on Beaver Lake January 7 doubt related to higher nesting success resulting from
February 192009. It was always among or near large rafting environmental protection, especially control of chemical

flocks of Horned Grebes. pollution severely detrimental to fiskating birds.
Unfortunately, population growth has produced cacifiwith
Order Pelecaniformes fish hatcheries and fish farmerBirds are now being legally
pelicans, cormorants, and darters shot, sometimes in high numbers (Spencer 1993).
American White PelicarPelecanus erythrorhynchos Anhinga,Anhinga anhinga
STATUS: Fairly common transient and rare winter visitor; One recordMike Mlodinow saw one at Center

DATESWarch 15to May 18+ and September 13 to November Point Lakeat Centertonin Benton County on June 15, 1991.

of white pelicans in nearly synchronous soaring flight as they One recordA single bird was seen during the
migrate over the grasslands and forested mountains of Fayetteville Christmas Bird count on December 21, 1967. This
western Arkansas. Observers have reported big flocks on  bird is sometimes blown far inland from the Gulf Coast by
several occasions during both the spring and fall. For storms.

example, Don Nelsiphotographed hundreds of birds in

three flocks as they soared over Newton County on March 15, Order Ciconiiformes

2008. Over the years | have found them regularly during fall herons, egrets, ibisesnd vultures

migration in the broad, open shallows of Lake Sequoyah near

Fayetteville The 600 at Lake Sequoyah September 18, American Bittern,Botaurus lentiginosus

1989, remained several days and a few birds remained STATUS: Rare transient; DATES: Maré?i&3025+ and
several more weeks after mokaddeparted.A flock of at September 30ctoberl7+.

least 105 birds remained for several days at Lake Sequoyah, Overall, records are scattered in all seasons,

November 1112, 2008The eight birds | saw soaring over and for most months, but most involve transients during
Maysville @ December 1, 2008, may have been tardy fall ~ spring and fallNaturalist Dean Crooks of Rogers found it

migrants. nesting in Benton County on seasonally wet prairies (former
There are a handful of single bird records at Osage Prairie) that have long since been develqBagrg
midwinter, includingifze observations of single birds late 1951) Many reports are from the state fish hatchery at
December duringhe FayettevilleChristmas Bird CounThere  Centerton, prior to the recent (2003 andeteafter) frenzied
are also several summer recar¢honrbreeding), including housing development near the hatchery. When the bird is
the 7580 observed by Mike Bivin as they soared over found, the habitat is usually open, marshy ditches, edges of

Fayetteville on August 14, 1992. Very high numbers involvindmpoundments, and other lovying, open, welvegetated
hundreds and even more than one thousand have wintered areas.

in recent years on the Arkansas River just south of thel@za Recent records of single birds include one

Small flocks of nofbreeding pelicans also summer along the flushed frommarshy vegetation at Fayetteville on March 30,

riverd hy | o6NBSI & RI&3 (KI (Qa2082/dnéMaly 8, 20842 LEatio df dashfofithese 2ecent

northwestern Arkansas sightings was marshy vegetation in the Clabber Creek
bottomlands near Dean Solomon Roalht all observations

Double-crested CormorantPhalacrocorax auritus involve marshlands: Judith Griffith photegrhed a transient

STATUS: Primarily a common transjémfall oftenlingers at Ninestone Land Trust in Carroll County on March 21, 2007.

into early winter, DATESAugust 13 to December 20+ and Marshy habitats at Woolsey Wet Prairie

March 15 to May 28+ 0t R2I OSy il westsidd viadténv@tar trdattené

facility) have yieldedbservationsof single birds since 200
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including one thaaipparently wintered 2002009 These

During the winter 20042005, Robin Devine of

habitats have been enhanced by restoration efforts directed Fayetteville found a new colony on the main fork of the

by Bruce Shackleford d&nvironmental Consulting
Operations, Incl saw single birds at Stump Prairie near
Siloam Springs May 9 and 13, 200Be records fronstump
involved a cordgrassSpartina pectinatapool reclaimed as
part of the prairie restoration efforts by Joe Woolbright of
Ozark Ecological Restorations, Inc.

Many observations since 2002 (and previous
ones at theCentertonhatchery) have involved ssanal
wetlands with abundant evidence of the presence of the
Osage burrowing crawfisfPfocambarus liberorujn Crawfish
are an important elementinthig A 4 G SNJ Qa
20009).

Least Btern, Ixobrychus exilis
STATUS: Rare transient with most observations in spring;
DATESApril 27June 20 and AugustQctober 15.

Many of our Least Bittern observations have
come from thestate fish hatchery at Centerton in Benton
County whereve made reyular trips, especially in spring, to
look for shorebirds. Bitterns are found in ldwing marshy
vegetation. Additional observations have also involved
marshy vegetation along lake edgmsd Woolsey Wet Prairie
at Fayetteville, where | saw one October 2808 and April
27, 2009 There aremorerecent sightings at Woolsai/et
Prairie

While nwARs on thewestern edge of the
nesting and migration range for Least BitterAskansas is
generally well within its breeding range (Gibbs et al. 1992)
The birdshave nested in the Arkansas Rivalley and on the
coastal plain (James and Neal 1988jere is no evidence
that Least Bitterns nest ithe Ozarks ohwAR but Abby
Darrah and Jason Luscier saw thume 10, 2009t Frog

RA S (Great[EgraiAidecSalba S

White River where it flows into Lake Sequoyah east of
Fayetteville. | visited this site with her on kta 19, 2005. We
counted approximately 25 nests. At that time, the Great Blues
had started to nest; birds were still feeding a few young in
nests into midJuly. One nest was in use by Great Horned
Owils attending two downy nestlings that day.

Great Blue H®ns are presenthroughout the
winter and are found most years on the Fayetteville
Christmas Bird Counthe mean was 11.2 (n=39, rang&8).

Ff o
STATUS: Fairly common transieate during nesting season;
DATES: observed in all seas.

Great Egrets arseen during spring migration
from early March into May. They aneost numerous in fall,
with a peak from mieluly through October. They wander
widely through open habitatat this time They can be
observed along rivers and lakes,mats, and on mudflats. A
total of 36 were counted at the state fish hatchery in Benton
County September 6, 2003. At least 60 flew over Chesney
Prairie Natural Area in Benton County on October 3, 2005.
There is also a recent migdinter record from Centerton.

There are sparse records throughout the
summer, including a few birds presumably nesting in mixed
species rookies with other herons and egrets. Summer
records suggestive of local nesting have been obtained from
Fayetteville, Bob Kidd Lake, Lake Sequolake Elmdale and
Lake Harrison (July 14, 1998) least two nestavere
associated with a Great Blue Heron rookery at Lake Sequoyah
during the 2009 nesting season (A. Scaboo, personal
communication)Great Egrets are present during the nesting
season at Frg Bayou Wildlife Management Area near Dyer,

Bayou Wildlife Management Area the Arkansas River Valley in the Arkansas River Vallegmediately south of the Ozarks.

near Dyer

Great Blue HeronArdea herodias

STATUS: Common resident; DATES: present all year.
GreatBlues nest primarily in colonies in tall

trees like sycamores indisturbedforested river

Snowy EgretEgretta thula
STATUS: Uncommanansientin spring, fairly common
transientin low numbers during late summer and early fall;
rare in kbreeding seasorDATES: April 1 to October 20.

We see transienSnowy Egretalong pond

bottomlands. There have been negjicolonies on Lee Creek, edges in all kinds of open area (like the state fish hatchery in

Osage Creek, White River, lllinois River, Ventris Creek at
Beaver Lakd,ake SequoyalMiddle Fork of the White River,
Richland Creek and elsewhef&mall colonies with up to 40
or 50 nests are typical, but smaller colonies andresingle
nests are sometimes seen.

They utilize nesting sites year after year, but

Benton County and elsewhere). Usually these are singles, but
10 were at Bob Kidd Lake from at least epper 12
October 3, 1987.

There arenwARmid-summer records
suggestive of nesting, including low numbers of Snowys in
rookies with Little Blue Herons and Cattle Egrets. Presence of

these sites are easily disturbed. A man and his two sons killeblirds all summer in the lllinois River bottoms at Lake Frances
more than 30 adults at the Osage Creek heronry in 1982. He(now drained suggests birds may have nested there in the

was subsequently arrested after neighbors regarthe
shooting (lvy 1981).

mid-1980s (Neal and Mlodinow 1988:46); 14 were counted in
a heronry near Fayetteville in 1989. They have nested in a

| visited a colony with approximately 40 nests large, mixeespecies rookery just northeast of Van Buren in
on Butler Creek, west of Beaver in Carroll County on March Crawford Countynd are presenti summer at Frog Bayou
15, 2003. The colony was potentially in the path of highway Wildlife Management Area in the Arkaas River Vallayear
construction on Arkansas 178. Local residents lead by Beveryer, AR

and Duane Kepford went to bat for the Great Blues.
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Little Blue HeronEgretta caerulea


http://nomen.at/Procambarus%20liberorum

STATUS: Fairly common transient and local summer resident; Green Herons are found in summer along the

DATES: April 9 to October 26. forestededges of streams, reservoirs, and ponds. During

Little Blue Herons arat least faity common as migration they can be seen at water sources in more open
transients and overall anmost numerous during late areas. During late summer and early fall they gathemials
summer and early falls they wander and foragdong flocks of a dozen or so at places, like the state fish hatchery in
streams and impoundments. Centerton, where aquatic prey like frogs, small fish, etc. is

The first known local nesting occurred in 1985 abundan. Green Herons remain common or fairly common
when 100 or more adults with young in nests were observed through much of September. Sightings thereafter involve
in aheronry near Lincoln on May 17. Cattle Egrets were scattered imlividuals A single bird was seen tite former
nesting in the same colony. The site waihfield trout farm in JohnsonWashington CounfyDecember 14,
regenerating with small trees.a@stswere placed in winged 1991, during the Fayettevill€hristmas Bird Count
elms and cedaradjacenta poultry farm. Two hundred adults
with about 15 nests were founat Fayetteville in late June Blackcrowned NightHeron,Nycticorax nycticorax
1987. The birds returned to a new nesting site at FayettevilleSTATUS: Unclear, kapparently asomewhat rare trasient
in 1988 and moved in response to deliberate disturbance. and possibleare summer resident; DATES: April 9 to October
Approximately 633 adults were counted in the Fayetteville 26+.
nesting area on May 7, 1989. Vegetation at bdticbln and Most observationsre ofsingle birdsand
Fayetteville was cut to keep Little Blues and Cattle Egrets most of these have involved spring and fall, and presumably
from nesting in future seasons. Doug James counted 265 transients Svenflew over Fayetteville on April 15, 2000
birds roostingnesting on August 2, 1993, with Cattle Egrets. Fourwereat Centerbn on May 8, 2009n 1985, adults and
Little Blue Herons are also present during the immatures (a total of at least three birds) wereGenterton
nesting season at 6g Bayou Wildlife Management Area near between late August and late Octobefwo were observed
Dyer, in the Arkansas River Valleynediately south of the at Lake Elmdale on August 4, 1990. There is also a record of 5

Ozarks. at Lake Fayetteville October 3,0 One adult was at
Centerton on June 19, 1988 and two lingered as late as
Tricolored HeronEgretta tricolor December 4, 198 Northwestern Arkansais well within this

STATUS: Very rare transient; DATES: 4 spring observationsK SN2y Qad o NBSRAY3I NI y3IS 651 GAa mMdbd
and one in the fall.

A single Tricolored Heron was obged by Yellowcrowned NightHeron,Nyctanassa violacea
Russell Graham and others at the state fish hatchery in STATUS: Somewhat rare transient summer resident;
Benton County on July2, 1987. Mike Mlodinow DATES: April 20 to October 5+.
documented the presence of one at Lake Fayetteville April 7, These birds are seen during summer, singly or

1994, and Lake Sequoyah April 10, 1994. A single bird was in pairs, but never in high numbefR.esence around
present in spring 2000 (mtate) at SWEPCO Lake in Benton impoundments and along forested streams in summer
County near Gentry (observed by Terry Stanfill and suggests that nesting here involves isolated pairs.rHguete
photographed by David Nolan). Pat Valentik found one at  summer and fall as many as three adults have been seen at
Lake Leatherwood west of Eureka Springs on May 25, 2003.the Lake Sequoyah dam site. Frank Reuter sdvin2the
. SNNEBEGAEES | NBF o0/ FNNREt /2dzydeo |

Cattle EgretBubulcus ibis Jack and Pam Stewart saw one bird in Newton County along

STATUS: Common transient dadal summer resident; the BuffaloRiver just upstream from the Erbie Campground,

DATES: April 9 to October 27+. on June 8, 2004. Terry Stanfill saw one along Flint Creek from
While Cattle Egrets may be seen in almost anythe bridge adjacen©zark Academin Benton County on June

open country habitat, they are most often observed in 24, 2007 andJoyce Shedell saw otieere on June 10, 2008

pastures associated with cattle. The first Cattle Egret nestingThisbird was subsequentlyiewed until at least migDctober.

record fornwARwas in 1984 when a tany with 37 nests Doug James saw a single bird at Fayettevilltherunusual

was found near Lincoln (see the Little Blue Heron account). date ofJanuary 8, 1991.

More than 100 adults were observed at this site on May 17, In the 1950s, Doug James used to searthe

1985 (same location as nesting Little Blue Herons, above). foraging for the abundant terrestrial crayfish that inhabit
More than 1000 Cattle Egrets roosted in this colony in late  former lowland prairie habitatsére. His specific

August 1984 (Neal 1987). At least 3,500 were roosting at Bolobservations involved the University campus in Fayetteville
Kidd Lake on September 27, 1987. There are also a few, along Razorback Road north &t Street. This area has been

scattered November sightings of fall migratiagsociated subsequently developed into facilities for sporting events and

stragglers. parking. Though | have no specific data supporting my
hypothesis, it seems reasonable to think that extensive

Green HeronButorides virescens development of these former lowland prairies would

STATUS: Common transient and summsident; DATES: negatively impact this speciesincecrawfish provide an

April 3 to October 18+. important food source.
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These birds were found during the course During a float trip between Maumee and Rush Jun96
breeding bird atlas projds in the Missouri Ozarks (Jacobs 2006, 14 hirds were regularly observed as they soared above
and Wilson 1997: 45) and to a lesser extent in the Oklahomathe valley. Black Vultures are also seen regularly in the Cricket

Ozarks (Reinking 2004: 51). Creek area of Table Rock Lak&oone Countyand near
Linoln Lake where 30 were kettling on September 1937.
White Ibis Eudocimus albus Relatively high numbers are associated with

Two records. AVhite Ibiswas seen on August  winter roosts. A total of 45 birds were in a roost with Turkey
0 MpdmI i 5SGAf Qa 5 Syntifati | Viufures aboi@ thel Whike Rigdr souttiiof Johota inLINSG & Sy
least August 11. A single bird at Lake Sequoyah on Septemb@fashington County on December 15, 1984.ibgithe 1960s

2, 1989, was still present on September 13. and 1970s reports of Black Vultures on treyetteville
Christmas Bird Countere irregular with none reported or
Glossy IbisPlegadis falcinellus only low numbers. Since that time, however, both vultures

Two records. A single bird was identified at have been countedt a winter roost adjacent Lake Sequoyah
Lake Frances (now drained) near Siloam Springs on August a6dalong abluff line within the count circle, with peaks of 92
1986. Another was found at Centerton May 22, 2088ingle  in 1999 and 100 on December 15, 2002. Black Vultures were
bird associatedvith nine Whitefaced Ibisesvasseen well on  also recorded on the Buffalo National River (west) CBC,

May 24, 2002, at Centertafpresumably the same biraf though not every year. Relatively high numbers have been
May 22). reported on the Crooked CreelBC, ranging from 4316
during the period of 200R004. Frank Reuter reported 45

White-faced IbisPlegadis chirdnd Plegadispecies kettling near Berryville in Carroll County on January 6, 1990.
STATUS: Rarafrsient; DATES: April 15 to May 24 and
September 21 to October 16. Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

This is the commonest of the ibis species seen STATUS: Common resident; DATES: Observed in all seasons.
in nwAR White-facedlbises have been identified at the state Turkey Vultures areiidespreadthroughout

fish hatchery in Centerton on at least 6 occasions since 199InwAR They are alsseen as they soar above towimslow
Single birds werseen May 4, 1991; May 6, 1995; and April numbers My data from the former prairie region in western
15, 2000There were n May 24, 2002, and 13 on May 8, Benton County shows that, apart from known roost sites,
2005. The lack of fall records, and the general rarity of Glossyhey are most numerous from late August through early

Ibis here, suggests that many of tRéegadispecies may November, vinen kettles of TVs including 20 or more birds are
involve Whitefaced Ibis. common. For exampl&5 soared in 3 loose kettles near
In nan-breeding plumage, Glossy Ibis and Chesney Prairie Natural Area September 19, 2008 he
White-faced IbisPlegadis chikare difficult to separate. Of estimated 40 at the state fish hatchery in Cemdn on
birds identified only a®legadispecies, there is a single October 20, 2007, was an exceptiondligh number for the
record for spring: May 4, 1994, and four fall records hatchery and may represent a southward migrating flock
September 240ctober 16. These observatioase from grounded by gusting south winds that day
Centerton in Benton County, Bob Kidd Lake near Prairie Relatively high numbers are attacted to
Grove, andhe formerWar Eagle Minnow Farm in Madison  hayfields when cutting and bailing results in considerable
County. mortality to animals tappedand killed in the fields This i1
big lurefor these carrioreaters.
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus Vultures concentrate in winter roostsith the
STATUS: Fairly common resident; DATES: Presentin all  onset of cold weatherThese roostform where high south or
seasons. southeastfacing cliffs, or groups of tall snags, facilitate
While Black Vultures are gendlyaless exposure to morning sunna soaringNumbers may be high
numerous than Turkey Vultui@ northwestern Arkansas in these locales during much of the winter, depending upon

they are present here throughout the year. A population has weatherseverity.Numbers ofTurkey Vultures observezh

been known for years from Rudly Crawford County and at  the Fayetteville Christmas Bird Count have increased since

5S5S@At Qa 5 Sspund BehvérEakaldnditheBuffalo  the mid-1980s, with 100 or more (up to a peakaff6 in

River, and elewhere 1994 210 in 2002and 300 in 2008reportedin 9 countyears
For several year$ have observed a nestona since 1986. High numbers are also recorded on the Crooked

rocky outcropof the Wedington Ridg the Ozark National =~ Creek CB(Harrison) with data from 20042004 involving

Forest. Apparently paired adults were atthe outcropinearlymnn G2 Hnp O0ANRa® +AaAG2NR (2

January and 2 eggs were present by February 27; young stillof vultures (both species, but primarily TV) perched in tall

with some downy whe feathers remained in the outcrop at  snags that have good exposure to morning sun in winter.

mid-May. At Ninestone Land Trust in Carroll County, a nest in ThenwARpopulation drops during severe

a cliff grotto above Piney Creek held two eggs on March 20, weather of midwinter, especially during December and

2009. January, but roosts inwARmay otherwise persisthrough
Black Vulturesire also common along the winter into the start of springAn estimated 200 or more

Buffalo National River (10 birds at BoxleyiApr2007). went to roost near Maysville in Benton County on March 21,
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1985.The 15 or more over Chesney Prairie NA April 1, 2005,STATUS: Fairly common transient and winter resident, rare in

probably markedesting seasoonset summer; DATES: present all year, but primaalsty
November to mieMarch
OrderFalconiformes Bald Eagles are most numerous during the
hawks and fatons period of real cold weathemid to lateNovember to late
March. Single birds are observed beginning in the first week
Osprey,Pandion haliaetus of November with the population building towards
STATUS: Uncommabat regulartransient at lakes, larger midwinter, with Januaryaseagle month (highest numbers).
ponds, and rivers; rare in summand winter DATES: March ~ The pattern reverses in spring: 40 seen at Maysville on March
16 to May 29+ and August 19 to November 21+. 18, 1985dwindledto 4 on March 25 (personal
Migration peaks have km] noted at area |akes Communication, D. James, J. Fitzgerald, C. Rlley)
in April and Septeber (Neal and Mlodinow 1988: 47). Most Terry Stanfill, who has watched eagles for
observations involve single birds. JoAnne and Earl Rife yearsintheD Sy G NBE | NBI X alea UKk

observed 3 on the Long Creek Arm of Table Rock Lake in  there in fall until there is a good cold spaith frost or
Boone County on April 25, 1997. They noted that the birds ~freezing In spring, the birds all depart with the coming of a
were perching in snags that stand in water. good warm front lasting at least 3 days.

Nonests have been reported to datéwo During winter they are seen at lakes
birdswere seen repeatedly in summer of 1981 in the Prairie throughout nwARand flying overhead almost anywhergn
Creek area of Beaver Lake. Two were at Rocky Branch on  €asilyaccessiblespot for viewing wintering eagles is the Eagle
Beaver Lake July 19, 1986. In 1990, single birds were at ~ Watch NatureTrailadjacent SWEPCO LakdBenton County

Beaver Lake on June 22 and August 3. @awat Lake Siloam (See details in Neal and Mlodinow 200Bjey are common in

Springs in Benton County on December 26, 1992. winter in the poultry praucing areas of western Benton
County and Carroll County. During the 1980s, poultry farmers
[Swallowtailed Kite, Elanoides forficatys removed dead chickens from their barns and disposed of
There are three questionable secehdnd them in fieldsfor carrionfeeding birds, including eagleSuch

records.In his bird list for the Winslow area of Washington ~Was the case at one time Maysvillein Berton County

[ 2dzyies { YAGK 6 wmdmp vonlirdcord S RWhErR XI5 wete sqenop fapuary 2241980;39 were present
that I can recall during my stay in the mountains was that of dn @ similar situation near Durham in Washington County on
single bird, observed by a farmer near Winslow, on October January 2, 1986. Poultry companies have prohibited the

8, 1913. Old residents were well acquainted with it, and practice of dumping dead chickens in fields. However, high
RSAONROSR Al G2 YS YAydz §t & mephsis of wipegnggagles@ig plilisesengsed siotapad R
involving two birds in Newton County on July 10, 1949. There/ 1, for example, were counted in a roost northwest of

have been no records since. Decatur in January 2001. Up to 400 used this forested river
bottom roost during winter 2002005 Rogers 2005)ouglas
White-tailed Kite, Elanus leucurus James, personal communication) makit one of the largest
One record. Ellen Neaville saw this kite at such roosts in the lower 48 states. There are concentrations

Rogers on March 23, 2001. She saw the bird perched, heargelsewhere, like the 60 birds reported by JoAnne Rife in the
its vocalization, and had twgood looks as it flew. She noted Green Forest and Berryville areas of Carroll County during
that the tail had distinct wide white edges and was gray in thénidwinter 1991. Relatively high numbers have alserb

middle. observed near Lead Hill, just south of the Sugar Loaf arm of
Bull Shoals Lake in Boone County. Northwest Arkansas
Mississippi Kitectinia mississippiensis Audubon Society has sponsored popular eagle watch
STATUS: Rare transient in spring and fall; DATES: May 10 Weekend featuring boat rides for spotting eagles perched
early June, and August 0ctober 10. along Beaver Lake. Midwinterlias along Beaver Lake have

Most reports in the file have involved single ranged from a low of 50 in 1995 to a peak of 229 in 1992
birdsscattered arounchwAR In 1985, a single bird was seen (data frommidwinter Bald Eagle Count for 19200Q
repeatedly along the White River near Durham, Washington "eported by Alan Bland, Park Ranger, U.S. Army Corps of
County, from May 23 to early June, during an emergence of Engineers

periodical cicadas, but there is no eviderbis bird nested. While primarily a winter resident, Bald Eagles
Infall 2006 there were several records in Fayetteville, are present throughout the year and nesting has been
including three birds seen by Kelly Mulholl@onnaStjerna ~ confirmed near Maysville, near Huntsville in Madison County,
and nyself, August 120. Baerg (1951) published two both in 1997. A nest with one nestling was observed at

records of single birds seen by Dean Crooks at West Fork arfgéaver Lake in July 2006 (Putthoff 2086l a second nest
Harrison, both in 1939Since 2005, a pair has nested at Fort Was suspected saw two adu$ along the Buffalo National

Smith, just to the south, according to Sandy Berger. River between Maumee and Rush June226 2006,
suggestive of a nest in that areBhere are several additional
Bald EagleHaliaeetus leucocephalus reports of nest activity elsewhere, including several nests
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seen in the Gravette area of Benton County in 2008qua Anderson of the USDA Forest Service documented a series of
BrownandArthur Evanspersonal communicatios). nests in the Ozark National Forest PEE002.They are

¢KS KSINISyAy3a aidz2NE repbrtediIBw nuhber’ onnbsARaelld Chistmas: BirdS
from extinction is illustrated by data from the Fayetteville Couns; 7 in 1982 was a peak.
Christmas Bird CounThe birds were virtually absent from Both of theAccipiterhawks catch birds around
the count during the 1960s an®Z0s, and only began to be feeders and so are often seen in town, and unfortunately,
found with regularity from 1979 and thereafter. The highest they mistakenly and often fatally slamto plate glass
number to date on the Fayetteville count was 16 adults and 6vindows in pursuit of feeder birds.
immatures in 1985. Nine were seen on the Fayetteville CBC of

December 19, 2004. CooS N & Acdipidet cboperii
STATUS: Fairly common winter resident; uncominan
Northern Harrier,Circus cgneus increasingsummer resident; DATES: observed in all seasons.
STATUS: Fairly common transienlow numbersand / 2 2 L¥aMihagjone through severe
uncommon winter resident; DATES: August 28lay 8+ population fluctuations imwAR In the past it was common
We find harriers in low numbers ireryopen (see Baerg 1951hut the population plunged thereafter and

grasslandsespeciallyn our former prairies. Over the years | therewerefew nestingseasorrecords in two decades up to

have been most successful in findihgm in grassy seasonal the 1980s Data from the Fayetteville Christmas Bird Count

wetlands associated with former prairiggesumeably shows this fluctuation. Between 1961 and 1980, observers

because these have relatively higident populations. f2dzy R y2 [ 22 LJ5NIaofthdsedypads arldyhe | 6 2 dzii K
Occasionally the southbound fall transients show upwAR  maximum number was two birds.bServations have

o8 f1GS adzyYSNI 2NJ OSNE S| NI iécreasyd sifidehe éably 188650 Thely Kebebedn faing el NB 3 dzf |
until the second half of October. In very good habitat they arealmost every count since, with as many as 8 (1999) and 7

fairly common through the fall, sometimes into the second (2006) Nesting has also returned hwAR

half of DecemberMost are gone by the onset of winter in For example, two birds ne&@urham in
late December. Washington County on May 23, 1985, appeared to be

Data from the Fayetteville Christmas Bird performing courtship rituals. Immature birds near Elkins,
Countshows thatm 28years (starting in 1961) observers Washington County, on July 30, 1986, indicated local nesting.
have been able to find only 1 or none at &his is likely During the periodl9852005,summer records have become
becausesouthbound transients have departetvAR The increasingly numenas and nestbave been observeih
high counts involving-8 harriers all occurred before the mid parks, forested neighborhoods, etc. In 2004, | found three
1980s. After this time, rapid populati growth in the fledglings perched together in one tree at the University farm
FayettevilleSpringdale area eliminated much of the open August 11. In 2005, | observed an adult male and female
country habitat required by harrierglowever, there are engaging in courtship activities includiogpulation near

years when harriers are atypically numerous. The Fayettevill&eterans Park at Lake Fayetteville on March 13 and found an
CBC peak was 10, in 2000, even with the loss of so much opapparently finished nest 75 yards away March 18. The nest
field habitat.Four harriers seen in the Maysville area was approximately 60 feet up in a post oak. Birds were sitting
December 25, 2006, included two adult males, unusual here tight on the nest on April 8 and thereafter. Subsequent lea

in midwinter. As many as a dozen were observed in low, out of hardwood trees obstructed further observations

brushy fields near Maysville during winter of 198887, SEOSLIi FT2NJ Iy 200Farazylf f2y3a (F Af
presumeably attracted by an ahdance of rodent prey in adult flying close by. This nestligee-fourths of a mile from
these fields NW Arkansas Mall, near the lake with its boatsd alongside
Additional sightings in late May and in summer the popularTwo Turtle mountain bike trail. The area is
could be related to a few known instances of nesting in generally forested, which seems to suit these hawks, since
Sebastian and Crawford counties, south of the Ozarks regiorbreeding season observations at Lake Fayetteville date back
in the Missouri Ozarks (Jacobs and Wilson 1997) and at least a decademhere are numerous other breeding season
northeastern Oklahoma (Reinking 2004). observations elsewhere in Fayetille andin our region An
active nest (bird apparently incubating) discovered by David
Sharpshinned Hawk Accipiter striatus Chapman May 9, 2008, on the north side of Lake Fayetteville
STATUSairly common winter resident, rare summer was also situated near a popular trail, city street, and close to
resident; DATES: observed in all seasons with highest a residential neighborhoodally Jo G#on observed a nest
numbers from late September through May. with two young at Harrison in 2006.
Sharpies are present throughotite year,
including a small nesting populatiokim Smith saw a pair Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
copulating and vocalizing on the U of A campus in Fayetteville A specimen was taken at Winslow on

March 30, 2005A nest found in Newton County June 29, November 2, 1926 (Black 1935). Baerg (1951) reported one
1994, was approximately 35 feet up in a shortleaf pine and collected near Fayetteville during the winter of 192829.

held three young.There are nesting season records for Documentdion was placed on file for a bird taking poultry
several counties inwAR especially Newton and Pope. Leif
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from a yard next to a farmhouse at West Fork, Washington
Countyon December 245, 1982.

Redshouldered HawkButeo lineatus

STATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed all year.
One of the pleasures of latginter birding

(late JanuarMarch) is seeing paif Redshouldered Hawks

Fa GKS@& &2 NI AYy GA3IKEG OANDE

ya, keed | ¢ 1 @durshigitime for Reghouldered Hawks.

On February 15, 2007, | watched a male fly to a female

perched on a stout post oak limb, with the male giving the

keeya calls as they copulated. Since the 1980s, nests have

been found at various places in Fayetteville, including

This western hawk reaches the easternmost
extremes of its regular breeding season occurrences on the
prairies of eastern Oklahomau®summer records from
nwARsuggest that the former prairies of western Arkansas
alsoremain attractive. Bob Sanger (and subsequently others)
observed a finished nest with 2 adults seven miles west of
Fayetteville in Washington County on April 8, 1986.
Apgarehtlp rd golirly wadir@aked id thef nestzBuUmmed S LIS |
sightings have occurred basically every year since, often in
westernBenton CountylLocations includ€entertonrVaughn
Cherokee City (former Round Prairie), Maysville (former
BeatyPrairie), Pea Ridge, aredlsewhere. Most of these
summer sightings involve-d birds.In 2008, | performedra

neighborhoods (Mt Sequoyah and Markham Hill), cemeteriesinformal survey in western Benton County, and found adults

(Evergreen and Confedergteand parks (Wilson Park). What
these areas have in common is mature forest cover.

at Chesney Prairie Natural Area (August 12 & 31, September
28), Maysville (August 17 and September 21), Blodthfie

Adult birds have been seen on nests as early agAugust 31). | observed an adult associated with two
the first week of March. One nest built high in a mature pine fledglings near Vaughn in Benton County on Augusthere
near the swimming pool at Wilson Park in Fayetteville duringare also summer records for the bordering Missouri Ozarks

the 1990s was still being used during the 2005 sealssaw
the bird sitting tight on the nest March 27, 20@irds on a
nest at the Bob and Sara Caulk place on Mt Sequinyah
Fayettevillebegan incubating by at least March 8, 2005, and
feeding hatchling by April 15.

Judging from the Fayettevillehristmas Bird
Countdata, these birds have increased here since the early
1960s. The number seen was often 0 anlhalf of CBCs
during the 1960<.980s. Since the early 1990s, they have
been found each CBCaim numbers often in the range of 3
5; 10 were found on the 2005 count.

Filmmaker Carl Hitt{carl@carlhitt.com
produced a documentary based upon his 2@2IR6
observations of Redhouldered Hawki Wilson ParkHlitt
2008).

Broadwinged HawkButeo platypterus
STATUS: Fairly common summer resident in extensive
matureforested habitat; DATES: March 30 to October 25.
This hawk is at least a common migrant in all
kinds ofmatureforest habitat, with first arrivalén late March
or early AprilJoyce Shedell videotaped a rare dark morph
Broadwinged near Highfill in Benton County April 25, 2004.
During summer the birds are present in areas
with extensive mature forests such as the Ozark National
Forest, Buffalo Natig | £ wA @S NE

(Jacobs and Wilson 1997: 81). In Oklahoma the birds are
apparently regular breedsronly in the western part of the
state (Reinking 2004: 101)acque Brown photographed a
bird in juvenile plumage at Cezton on thevery late date of
December 7, 2007.

Redtailed Hawk,Buteo jamaicensis
STATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed all year

Redtailed Hawls are commorall year,
especially in extensively open areas. We see the fewest
overall from March through September, when most if not all
birds present are part of the nesting population. Starting in
late Septembesearly OctobernwARrecdves a noteable
influx of migrants from other areas of North America
including the far reaches of the contine@verall, hey are
most numerous during the period of cold weather, November
through FebruaryAn unusual concentration of 50 was seen
in a fied near Fayetteville on February 12, 1982; many of
these must have been migiag.

Transients and wintering birds show extreme
variation in plumage, ranging from very light to almost totally
of I O1 ¢ Hdwk, BHarkgddadied subspecies, is fairly
common during winter (fall arrival early October, spring
departure, early April) and is sometimes misidentified as
Rought S33ISR I g1 ® !y AYLRNILl Yy

'y R 5 S @ AHawkiwobdilg32){wéslbaséd intldrgslaon specimens

They were common along the Buffalo National River on Junecaught with pole traps by poultrfarmers imwARin the late

26-29, 2006, during a float between Maumee and Rush.
The fall migration typically peaks with the
same kinds of cold fronts that bring monarch butterflies on
their southward migration. At least 40 passed through
Fayetteville September 21, 2001, within days of a major

passage of monarch butterflies. At Ponca in Newton County,Y 2 NLJK

1920s and early 1930s. Another dark subspecies occurs in the
region in winter, the western Reiled Hawk(subspecies
calurug. In winter we also see a retdil subspecies formerly

Yy YSR Y NA RS Ndbatly whitedAfothér eryli A &
GKAGS KFgl GKFG YAIKG

2F I FNIFyQaz y2i G2

Jack and Pam Stewart counted 120 or more overhead in lessvariations offirst winter red-tails. For us in the binocular

than five minutes on Septemb@®, 2007.

{ 61 Ay a2 yRuteo swaingchiz
STATUS/ery tncommon local summer resident; DATES:
March 26September 28.
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o NR& 3 | mderesting@ sométimes confusingcene, in
winter, in the former prairies ofiwAR

Redtailed Hawks are common ddhristmas
Bird Couns innwAR The Fayetteville CBC mean was 59.4
(n=39, range 225); the count of 225 in 1994 was double
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most other peaks. There are also common on the Crooked

Creek CB(Harrison)ywith numbers ranging from 143.
Nesting is widespread during March, but

incubation has been noted as early as late Februkog.

Golden Eagles are much rarer here than Bald
Eagles, though Bald Eagles in subadult plumages are
sometimes mistakenly identified a®l@en Eagles. We have
had only 6 reliable observations in the past two decades.

Woolbright and | observed seven nests with birds apparently Almost all involvd single birds. Frank and Joanna Reuter saw

incubating in Benton County on M#r 21, 20091 have
observed many nests over the years in stout forks of
hardwood trees (e.g., post oak) often in groves within

2 at Berryville in Carroll County October 22, 1988. Mike Bivin
saw two from Fly Gap Mountain in Franklin Countyé&ober
11, 1996.

generally open areas. This nesting habit conforms to historical

patterns in which Tallgrass Prairies included woodlots
surrounded by grasslands genally referred to in pioneer
times as barrens or oak barrens. Even with conversion of
Tallgrass Prairie habitat to pastures and hayfields of non
native species like fescue, our ralls seem to have adapted
to hunting prey available in these greatly attd landscapes.
Many oak barrens remain outside developing urban areas

Redtails are common in such areas and provide a living link

iz 2dz2NJ NB3IA2yQa SO2t23A0!H ¢
Roughlegged HawkButeolagopus

STATUS: Rare winter visitor; DATES: November Hitodrg
15.

Roughlegged Hawks make rare winter
appearances iwestern ArkansasThere have been no solid
observations of these birds for over 10 yeas a lucky day
we have foundasingle bird during winter trips primarily
marked by sightings of manylar hawk species, including
some plumages of Rediled Hawks that look enough like
light phase rougHegs to give us a real start and totally fool
newer birders not used to the amazing r&ll diversity here
in winter. There are some seasons, howeveat ttefy the
rule of great rarity. For example, Siloam Springs CBCers
reported four roughlegs in 1979. Kimberly G. Smith and |

American KestrelfFalco sparverius
STATUS: Common transient and winter resident; local
summer resident; DATES: present all year.

Our smalkestrelnesting populatioris found in
open grassland habitats with only scattered trees or
buildings, often associated with former prairies, especially
those in Benton County. Howevéhey also nest in more
urban settings with open areas that were historically much
iidokezofied. MiBhe paghey nested on the University of
Arkansas campus in Fayettewilh cavities of mature trees, in
the eaves of Old Main (before its renovation), in a
deteriorated wooden martin box, and more recently at
Universityfarm where Tom Green of Arkansas Archeological
Survey noticed them going in and outatavityby March 1
2005. Like the campus, old farm places in open country
provide requisite cavities.

Terry Stanfill has kept track of kestrels around
the SWEPCO power plant near Genry in Benton County. In
HnncX KS alg ¢ | RdzZ Ga | NRdzyR
the first kestrel fledgling on May 24, hopping around
transformers. During the summer of 2005, Mike Mlodinow
and | made an informal effort to find breeding season
kestrels. In Washington County we found them at the U of A
farm, on Markham Hiih Fayettevilleand at the former

came close to that CBC tally over the course of a long winterNorwood prairie on the WashingteBenton County line. We
founditiie/m i A Migifumlof/1R placeS ii Behtgn COdhiyzy G A S &

RFeQa f22L) 0KNRdzAK ¢SaidSNy
on Decembr 27, 1983. Ice and snow were everywhere and
ducks were standing on iceaer ponds. When the day was
over, we had tallied 57 Rediled Hawks of théorealis
subspecies, 6 rethils of theharlanisubspecies, 2 rethils of
the calurussubspecies. We alssaw 8 American Kestrels, 2

ChesneyPrairie, Center Corner on Highway 264, Centerton,
EIm Springs, Decatur, Gentry, at the Regional Airport
(Highfill), Crokee City, former Beatyrairie near Maysville,

and Lake Bentonville. The birds were also seen at Hindsville in
Madison County, and Baker Prairie in Carroll County. Our

harriers, and 1 Bald Eagle. The great treasure of that amazingoverage was spotty; no doubt there were others as well.

day was 3 Rougkegged Hawks, all of the light plumage type.

One of these rougiegs was in the broad grasslands of the
former Norwood Prairie west of Wedington, éithe other
two were in large open former prairie fields near Siloam
Springs. We have also seen rodghs in the Maysville area,
including a dark phase bird two miles east of Maysville on
January 15, 1987, and thereafter.

In recent years | have made tsipo bird the
prairies in eastern Oklahoma immediately to our west,
especially the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve near Pawhuska. |

Kestrels are most numerourere during
winter. Theyare reported in good numbers annually during
the FayettevilleChristmas Bird Counthe CBC mean was 31.1
(n=39, range 43). Terry Stanfill saw 7 kestrels on the
SWEPCO plant grounds on December 4, 2005.

Merlin, Falco columbarius
STATUS: Rare transient and winter visitor; DATES: September
8 to April 23.

Most of our Merlin observations are in dead

have seen a number of roudégs there in winter. Birds in the winter, DecembeJanuaryOn November 15, 2007, | watched
western Arkansas Ozarks might involve eastward movements fascination as a Merlin flew straight and swift a few feet

related o weather or food supply.

Golden EagleAguila chrysaetos

above a broad pen pasture, its target a mixed species
blackbird flock foraging on the ground in the former Beaty
Prairie just outside Maysville in Benton County. Blackbirds

STATUS: Very rare winter visitor; DATES: October 18 to Marghgan to flush as the Merlin approachethe Merlin then

8.
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darted suddenly upwards into the massftefeing blackbirds.
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In the same general area, on January 1, 2003, Mike Mlodinow None of this would apparently account for a
and | watched a Merlin that we first saw perched on a snag series of sightings of single birds in the Wet Prairie area north
overlooking an expansive open field. It pursued blackbirds atof Maysville in December 2007. The discoverg dlorthern

the start, then swiftly crossing State Line Road into Shrike in that area in December 2007 (a first state record)

Oklahoma, chased a huge flock of Horned Larks. | encouragedisits fromkeen and skilled observers from

photographed another Merlin at Chesney Prairie NA on around ArkansasMany of them failed to find the shrike, but

December 24, 2006. they oftenOlF YS | gl & 6AGK 6KIFG YSyye baOo
The generally pale coloration of each of these consolationpk T S ¢ gaRriflekFalaph LADoNNa

falcons indicates they are derived from the prairie form Nichols picked out on December 26, 2007.

richardsoniiNorthwestern Arlansast 2 Nya LJ NI 2F GKA&a 0ANRQaA

winter range (Wheeler 2003: 450). Two Merlins were Order Gruiformes

reported on the 196%hristmas Bird Countt Fayetteville, at rails, gallinules, and cranes

a time when that count circle was much less developed than

it is today. Areas like Maysville, and other othemfier King RailRallus elegans

prairies innwAR provide suitable winter habitat for Merlins Three recordsDean Crooks saa King Raih

and other falcons, as long as these habitaiain Benton County, but this published record was undaf@derg

predominantly open grassland. 1951). Single birds were observed at the state fish hatchery in

Benton County on October 10, 1983, and April 10, 1991.

Peregrine Falcorfalco peregrinus These are the only records from the Ozarks.

STATUS: Rare transient and winter visitor; DATES: April 5 to In the past few years, King Rails have been

May 21 ad September 17 to October 14+. regularly found at Frog Bayou Wildlife Magement Area
Ourperegrineobservations are devided near Dyer, just to the south of the Ozarks, in the bottomlands

between spring and fall. There is also a January record.  of the Arkansas Rivafalley David G. Krementnit Leader

Peregrinesare observed in extensively open areas, typically Arkansas Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit

former prairie grassland&everal of these reports have Department of Biological Science-Fayettevillg and

involved Rregrines stooping on shorebirds at the state fish  geveral ohis students (including Abby Darrah afason

hatchery in Benton County. Bolenbaugh have made field trips to Frog Bayou, finding King

During spring 2006, single Peregrines were  Raijls and other marsh obligate birds there in recent years.
seen as they stooped on shorebirds at the hatchery on April another of his graduate students, Leah Scott, has recently

30 and May 7During spring 2009 | saw a peregrine at undertaken a study of marstirds at Frog.Management

Woolsey Wet Prairien Fayettevilleon April 27and another  efforts by Arkansas Game & Fish Commission at Frog are

on the former prairies at Lowell on May 1. associated with the Wetlands Reserve Program.

Prairie FalconFalco mexicanus Virginia Rail Rallus limicola

STATUS: Rare winter ViSitOr; DATES: November 11 to FebrugﬁyATUS Rare transiemtore numerous in spring than fa”

3. ) DATES: ApritWay 13 and October tRovember 14+.
Mostof our observations have been from Our Virginia Rail records involve single birds.

Benton County and most involved Deuger and January. We usually see or hear themimarshlike vegetation, but

Irene Camargo and | saw onerphed on a tall snag in the other recordsillustrate the hazards of migration in a region
open grasslands near Chesney Prairie Natural Area on Janugit has lost most of its former lowland prairie grasslaads
17, 2003. A single bird that flew over the Centerton hatchery seasonal weands Elizabeth Adam found a dead bird in a
November 11, 20Q6presaged what was to be the highest  store parking lot at Fayetteville on August 31, 1987. Bruce

number of Prairie Falcons recorded fowAR up to that Roberts found a live, but injured bird in a storage facility lot
point. Mike Mlodinow and | counted-8 (including two at near Bentonville on May 1, 2006alvin Bay reported a single
once) at Maysville on December 26, 2006, and 2 in the samepjrq in his strawberrpatch in western Fayetteville April 30,

area January 6, 2006. 2008.The single bird seen by Mike Mlodinow in the Clabber

Extensivegrass_lgnds and prairies of eastern  creek bottomlands at Fayetteville January 8, 2004, provides
Oklahoma (e.g., Tigrass Prairie Preserve near Pawhuska)  the only winter record.

F2NY (GKS y2NXYIFf SFadSNYy SR3IS 2F (KAa O0ANRQA 6AYyGESNI NIy3aS 6as
Wheeler 2003: 523), but western Arkansas is little more thanggra Porzana carolina

a short hop for these big falcons. The unusual records for  STATUS: Fairly common transient; DATES: Martth\2ay
winter 20062007 may have been rekd to severe weather 26+ and August 24 to October 31+.

in the west. For example Denver International Airport was Soras are flushed from welkgetated edges of
closed by a thredoot accumulation of snow just before marshlike ponds or ditches in extensive open areas nd
Christmas 2006. An extended drought during 2006 that open fields with dense wet grass. The early arrival date is

affected eastern leahoma could have .impacted the Preéy  from the Eagle Watch NatufErailin Benton Couty, where
sought by tlese big falcons. The falcon influx was obvious to Terry Stanfill saw a single bird on March 26, 2006. Otherwise,
us, but the reasons for it are not so obvious. there are no observations until the second week in April.
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There were at least 10 in the former grasslands at Wilson
Springs in Fayetteville May 3, 2002, and 24 on September 2Fandhill CrangGrus canadensis
2000,at Centerton. STATUS: Very rare transie

Peak numbers like these provide a view of the Sandhill Cranes migrating through western
past: Soras must have been very common during migration il\rkansas from their breeding areas to the north reach the
our former wet, lowland prairie grasslands. These have beenGulf Coast during the period October to January (Tacha et al.
drained, leaving only relatively small patches of favorable  1992). In Missouri they are considered rare migrants,
habitat. primarily through the western paxf the state, from about

In addtion to the above observations, Russell mid-October to midNovember (Jacobs 2001). In Oklahoma,
Graham found a single bird in Madison County June 23, 198They are much more common as migrants in the western-one

There is a single record for November 10, 1991. half of the state, but there are scattered records from
northeastern Oklahoma as late as December 11
Common MoorhenGallinula chloropus (Baungartner andBaumgartner 1992). The three records for
Three recordsl photographed an adult in a nwARfall into this pattern.
marshy pond immediately mth of the state fish hatchery at Rose Ann Barnhill and others in her party
Centerton, Benton County, on June 17, 2006. This is the onlyobserved a Sandhill Crane during the Fayetteville CBC on
recent record and it was nateenafter this date. Baerg December 14, 2003. Barnhill has considerable experience

(1951) published the report of one bird at Fayetteville on with cranes in Belize and hebservation was documented.
October 30, 1936, and one at Lake WedingtatoBer 7 and  Six flying cranes at Fayetteville on December 5, 2005, were

13, 1949. Moorhens nest in marmsswell to the north and observed (and documented) tyary Bess MulhollarArt
south ofnwAR but we apparently provide little in the way of Evans and others sa20 birds in an upland field near
attractive habitat for migratory stopovers. Gravette in Benton Countyn December 8, 2007.
American CootFulica americana OrderCharadiiformes

STATUS: Abundant transient and winter residBATES: plovers, sandpipers, gulls, and terns

September 5 to May 20+.

~ Weeasily see coots, usually close to shore,  Bjackbellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola
among lily pads and other aquatic vegetation on reservoirs  STATUS: Somewhat rare transient not seen in some years;
and larger ponds throughoutwAR They are often the most  pATES: April 22 to May-£8nd August 12 to November 3.
common water bird in sight. If you watch them closely, coots Most observations are in May and October and
occasionally perch near the shoreline on a log. During these jnyolvesingle birds. This plover is found in typical mudflat
times their lobed toes are visible; they obviously lack the  hapitat attractive to shorebirds (mudflats along pond margins

webbed feet of ducks. at Centerton and mudflats when lakes are dradown), but
The abundance of coots iwARis a direct also in opercrop fields angastures Mike Mlodinow saw 41

result of lake construction, just as the dearth of other rail at Centerton on May & 1994.There is also an observation

species|ike Virginia Rails, is partially a result of seasonal  jnyolving one bird on June 1, 2007.

wetland loss.

_ Highest numbers are present here from about American GolderPlover,Pluvialis dominica
mid-October through April. The approximately 850 plus on  STATUS: Fairly common transient in spring and uncommon

Lake Fayetteville October 23, 1984, was a migratory peak in transient in fall; DATES: March 4 to May 19+ and September 9
numbers, as was the estated 1,325 on November 16, 2003, g December 3.

and 1,900 November 8, 1997, both counts at Lake Elmdale The nothward movements of this long
near Springdale. | saw an estimated 1,400 at Bob Kidd Lake gjstance migraninclude regular stops inwAR Clayrich soils
on November 2, 2007. Coots have been a stable and of our former Tallgrass Prairie habitats hold spring rains,
predictable feature of the Fayettevill@éhristmas Bird Gmt forming ephemeral, shallow playlike ponds in pastures and
since the 1960s, with a peak CBC count of 9421in 1997.  hayfields. This provides suitable migratistopover habitat
Wintering Bald Eagles take advantage of this  for goldenplovers headed for the widepen spaces of the
ready food source. Visitors to Lake Fayetteville have seen  grctic and subarctic tundra in the far nortfihe open flats of
eagles stooping to take coots there. David Chapman posted grained fish hatchery pondg €entertonalso provide
sighting on the Birds of Arkarsaiscussion list (February 2, gyjtable habitat, wittthe annualmigrationpeakthere in the
2009) concerning his observations at Lake Fayettetfite first three weeks of April (Smith et al. 1991).oktnear
eagle made at least thirty diving stoops, stopping shortand  chesney Prairie Natural Ardhgre were 71 birds in two
causing thecootsto rise in a mass response. The eagle then fiocks using flooded pastures on March 20, 2088d 210 in

entered the water buwithout a coot Finaly it entered the the same flooded fields on April Blso at Chesne$5 were
water then rose with a coot in its talons. observed in a reagly burned field on April 2, 2006; there
Single birds have been seen on several were at least 9 more nearby at the Siloam Springs airport.
occasions during the summer months at Centerton, Lake  Bjrds were scattered in fields on the former Beaty Prairie at
Atalanta, Lake Bentonvilland elsewhere. Maysville on March 15, 2008, with flocks of 11, 20, 9, plus a
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single bird associated with Kiéer.Joe Woolbright and | typical habitats favored by transient shorebirds. Thegof
counted 184 in a former prairie field near VaughmBenton form these flocks in very open, closely grazed pastures. One
County, on March 21, 2009he birds were still in the same  hundred or more may gather in especially favorable locations.
areaat least until April 12 (three weeks) Regardless of the weather, the flocks begin to
Many fall records involve single birds, but 12 break up with the onset of nesting in late winter and early
were at Centerta October 19, 2002. An injured bird was spring.Theynest inopenplacéd g KSNB G KSNB |
there as late as June 7, 1997. of gravel. These can includgravel along country roads and
drives, bare places in fields, flat graveled ropfsnd banks,
Snowy PloverCharadrius alexandrinus etc. Killdeer that nested one year at the 1diflve-in theatre
One record. Barry Haas and Susan Hardin in Fayetteville were protecttwith a roped off space until the
found this bird at Centerton on May 5, 2001. This furnished young hatched.
the third record for Arkansas. Their discoveame during a During winter Killdeer can be readily observed
joint meeting of Arkansas Audubon Society and the Wilson except during extended periods of extreme cold and freeze
Ornithological Society in Fayetteville. When Bamg Susan  ups at midwinter.The Fayettevill€hristmas Bird Count
returned to the meeting with the newsheir report was mean was 47.1 (n=39, range286). Most ofthis variation
initially greeted withfriendly skepticism. Right in the middle between high and low counts is no doubt related to weather
of that discussion, Kenny & LaDonna Nichols called on their patterns since most Killdeer depart the western Ozarks during
cell phone directly from Centerton to say they had the bird in severe winter weather.
their scope and had photographed it. Most of us skeptics
soon adjourned to the hatchery armthecked this great rarity  Blacknecked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus
off our state bid lists The plovemprovided many enjoyable Stilts have been seen once (and probably
birding hours until it was last seen May 8. twice) here | saw and photographed a single bird at the Craig
State Fish Hatchery in Centerton on May 25, 2005. Hatchery
2 A f &2y Q&haradis GiBdwE employees told me they had first noticed the bird the
One record. Nigel Ball discovered one at previous day. Furthermore, they had seen two birds the
Centerton on May 18, 1986t was subsequently seen by previous year so apparently 2 records!
others and photographed. It remagd until May 24.
American AvocetRecurvirostra americana
Semipalmated PloverCharadrius semipalmatus STATUS: Rare transient seen most years; DATES: April 9 to
STATUSairly common to common transierDATES: April June 2 and July 24 to November 3.
11 to May 25+ and July 11 to October 22. While avocets have been seen at the
Semis are fairly common and sometimes Centerton hatchery many times over the years, they are not
common transiens from late April to midMay and during specifically attracted tonudflatsand may be seen in many
August to midSeptemberMost reports are from the state other aquatic habitats, including the shallows of lakes and
fish hatchery at Centerton and involve only a few individuals ponds throughoutvestern Arkansasviost sightings have
seen on open pond flats. Peaks include 31 on April 27, 1995jnvolved 1 or 2 birds, but occasionally we also see small
and 87 on April 28, 1996. There are also 2 early June recordflocks. JoAnne Rife and others enjoyed the 1Zat®along
Crooked Creek in downtown Harrison April 24, 1992. Rob
Piping PloverCharadrius melodus Doster reported 18 at Lake Fayetteville on April 20, 2@03.
STATUS: Rare transient; DATES: April 23 to May 1 and July gpring peak was indicated by the 35 that David Chapman saw
to September 24. at Lake Fayetteville April 18, 2008.
Piping Plover is Federaligted as a Thel5 at Bob Kidd Lake on OctoB&,1984,
Threatened Species in the Great Plains regidmost dl was a good fall count as were the 11 at Bull Shoals Lake in
observations involved single birds or occasionally 2. Most  Boone County August 24, 1998my Edie and | saw irithe
observations are from Centerton. Mike Mlodinow and Mike shallowsat Lake Sequoyah on October 8, 200ike
Biven counted 8 there on July 8, 1993. Birds migrating Mlodinow and Jacque Brown counted 28 at the University
through the western Ozarks are presumably associated with farm pond in Fayetville October 26, 2008.
populations that nest on the Great Plains that lie to the west
and north of northwest Arknsas (Haig 1992). Stopover Spotted SandpiperActitis maculatis
mudflats like those associated with drained ponds at STATUS: Common transievery rare winter visitorDATES:
Centerton are important to this declining bird. April 1 to June 8+ and July 4 to October 25+.
Most Spotted Sandpiper sightings involve early
Killdeer, Charadrius vociferus April to early June and early July todr@ctober. Themajor
STATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed in all seasongsorthward push througtCentertonoccurs frommid-April
SomeKilldeerare present imwARthroughout  through May (Smith et al. 1991uring migration peakssa
the year.They flock at favorable locations during late summemany as 5 to 8 are seen regularly during a day at the
and fall and remain together much of the winter, at least untilCenterton fish hatcheryTheyare also commonly seen
onset of hard freezes, ice, or snowe find them in all of the  feedingalongstreams. There were 12 at the hatchery on May
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14, 2004.

Northern Arkansas is immediately south of this
0ANRQ& SEiGSyar@s
breeding in the Winslow area (Black 1935), but none since.
Callahan (1953) listed Spott&andpiper as a common
summer resident at Lake Wedington, but without details.

We usually spoWillets on mudflats of shallow
ponds and also standing in the shallow open edges of

0NBSRAY 3 Niorgse@akesBdvevmBShdredBnd Hanhl2Rogefs Baw B85 O 2 NR a

standing far fron any water on a grassy lawn in Harrison on
April 30, 2009.
Highest numbers involve the last week of April

Spotted Sandpipers have been found in the Missouri Ozarks and the first week of May. John Prather saw 97 at Centerton

in summer, including probable nesting in Barry County,

on April 23, 1999, and Mike Mlodinow counted 100 at the

Missouri (Jacobs and Wilson 1997:113). Scattered reports ofsame place May 1, 1990. JoAnnfeRias found flocks in the

sinde birds in June are not unusual. Were birds seen at
Centerton on June 28, 2000, and June 21, 2004, heading
north or south? These observations fall into the crack

Table Rock Lake area: 10 at Cricket Creek boat dock May 3
and 16 on May 10, 1997, in the Long Creek boat dock area.
Frank Reuter counted 35 at Lake Leatherw@®dreka

between the typical end of spring migration in early June andSpringspn April 22, 2008. My observation of 20 Willets on

the beginning of fall migratiom early July (Oring et al. 1997).
Winter records are rareA bird remained

during the winter of 1982983 at SWEPCO Lake in Benton

County, perhaps becauséi KS I 1 $Qa KA 3IK

June 21, 1990, involved the Arkansas Game & Fish hatchery
pond on Beaver Lake.

Lesseli YeIdwleggringa flavipes

temperature (Smith 1985). Single birds also turned up on theSTATUS: Common transient; DATES: March 13 to June 1+ and

FayettevilleCBC in 1989 and 199%ave also seen Spotted
Sandpipers on several occasions at-widter at Tenkiller
Lake in Oklahoma, just west imfvAR

Solitary SandpiperTringa solitaria
STATUS: Fairly common transiemry rare winter visitor;
DATES: March82o June 10 and July 4 to November 23+.

June 20 to November 16.

There are several big peak records involving
flocks of 40 omore in late April and early Mairders
attending an Arkansas Audubon Society meeting on April 28,
2007, were treated to 170 at Centerton on April 28, 2007.
There were 193, also at Centerton, April 27, 1995. | saw at
least 500 birds pass overhead in naing flocks of 160 at

Solitary Sandpipers can be found in a variety ofChesney Prairie Natural Area on April 28, 20fveral

habitats, especially open mudflats of ponds and along
forestedstreams. In past years, relatively high counts were
obtained at the Springdale wastewater treatment s 8 on
April 27, 1988There were? to as many as 12 birds there
during the period July 25eptember 13, 1987. Twelve were
tallied at Centerton on September 4, 1988e have also
been finding them in good numbers along the edges of
shallow ponds at Wooty Wet Prairie in Fayetteville.

There are several observations of single birds
in December. A single healthy bird was observed along a

K dzy’ R M@dutLake Sequoyah on May 9, 1960.

Fall peaks tend to be much lower, rarely as
many as 12. The suggested break between spring and fall
0l 62380 A &basetliipanithedFadtdmabobseivadions
after the big spring peaks tend to be singles (these are
scattered in June); summary of migration records in Tibbitts
and Moskoff (1999) supports this treatment. Mike Mlodinow
counted 3 on June 20, 1993, and 11 onel@1, 2000. Both of
these Centerton observations in the second half of June
suggest southwaranoving fall migrants.

springfed stream and pond near Johnson on January 4, 1986,

and was present and still healthy a month later.

Greater Y#owlegs, Tringa melanoleuca

STATUS: Fairly common transient observed in low numbers;

DATES: March 1 to June 4+ and July 1 to November 25+.
Peak numbers at the Centerton hatchery have

been noted from mieMarch through April, and last week in

August to firs week in November (Smith et al. 199The 25

Upland SandpiperBartramia longicauda

STATUSzairly commonransient, more frequently observed
in fall than in springDATES: Ap#@ito May 16+and July 2 to
September 21.

Upland Sandpiperare typically found or heard
flying overhead in extensively open areas like former prairie
grasslandsind crop fieldsMany sightings (and hearings)
involve April and Augusthe 12 birds in a pastuie Benton

in flooded fields near Chesney Prairie Natural Area on April 3Tounty near Centerton on April 24, 1984, was a high number

2008, was a relatively high number fovAR Mike Mlodinow

for spring as were the 9 at Vaughn on April 12, 2009erall,

saw 4 on June 26, 2003. These birds left the hatchery headirtgese birds areincommonin spring, with most sightings

south, suggesting to hitmat they were fall migrantsThere
are several midvinter records, including single birds on the
1966 Fayetteville CBC and at Centerton on December 26,
2003 (this bird had an injured foot).

Willet, Tringasemipalmatus

STATUS: Very uncommon spring tiansand rare fall
transient; DATES: April 16 to May 17+ and June 21 to
September 4.

29

scattered between the first week of April and the second
week of May.

Fall transients are more commonhe 10 | saw
in a recently mowed hayfield on the former Norwood Prairie
on August 14, 2005, was a fall migration peak. During 2004, |
had records of 8 birds on three occasions at Chesney Prairie
Natural Area and adjning fields (August 13, 14, and 21; with
/| KSaySeQa flFyR aiSsel NR w2S
three records at Centerton (August 20, 28, and September 6).
At least 18 flew over Chesnewn August 26, 2006.
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.FSNB o6mppm0 &0 4GSR {Kudsbniah GadwitYimdsd haefisBic® | ¢ 6 | a
sea in Benton County on June 30, 1940. Kimberly G. Smith STATUS: Somewhat rare spring transient; DATES: April 14 to
was shocked to observe one southwest of Boxley in Newton May 26.

County on June 30, 1978esting is confirmed in the Flint Almost all observations of Hudsonian Godwits
Hills prairie region of northeastern Oklahoma (Reinking have been made at the state fish hatchery in Centerton.
2004), including the Tallgra$rairie Preserve in Osage Flocks include: 26 on May 12, 1984; 10 on May 12, 1985; 22

County.Several of us on a field trip there June 20, 2009, sawon April 14, 1988; 35 on May 9, 1989; 28 on May 14, 1997; 41
at least 22 Upland Sandpipers. Tlag present (and nest) in  on May 14, 1997.

the Missouri Ozark§lacobs and Wilson 1997:115). Two birds | saw at the biversity farmin

Former Tallgrass Prairia nwARhasbeen Fayetteville during International Migratory Bird Day on May
coverted b introduced, nomative grasses like fescue and 14, 2005, furnish a rare observation outside Centerton. This
bermuda, with predictable detrimental impacts on these farm pond and associated mudflat is similar in many respects
grassland birddn Missouri, Upland Sandpipers were to the ponds at Centerton in that therdscape is very open

frequently seen in low to medium height grasses, no taller and is a former prairie. Approximately 50 Stilt Sandpipers and
than their backs, and lacking dense gndwcover; they were 30 Whiterumped Sandpipers were associated with the
uncommon in fescue pastures, even with heavy grazing, godwits at University farnfsee the cover photograph)

possibly because dense ground cover associated with this HudsonianGodwits and numerous other shorebird species
grass would impede movement (Skinner and others 1984:9 werealscf 2 dzy R + 0 / Sy (i SNIizy BdzNAy3 GKA

10). May 14, 2005
EskimoCurlew, Numenius borealis Marbled Godwit Limosa fedora
The spring migration path ohis species STATUS: Rare transient; DATES: ApMaB13, July 21
formerly included the Tallgrass Prairie habitats in central August 13.
North America (Gill and others 1998). This northward spring Mike Mlodinow has found this bird four times.

path likely accounts for the report by Professor Harvey of theRecords of single birds include Lake Sequayebuly 29,
University of Arkansas of one bird at Fayetteville on March 1989, Centerton on August 13, 1989, and Beaver Lake State
31, 1883 (Howell 1911). The 1880s marks the period in whictiPark on April 13, 1991. The peak record involved 8 birds at

Tallgrass Prairie habitats were widely altered by fire Centerton on July 21, 2000. Kenny and LaDonna Nichols
suppression and plowing, and when Eskimo Curlew observed 2 at Centerton on May 13, 200%he same couple,
populations plunged toward extinction. This grassland plus Dick Baxgtr, found 2 birds at a farm pond near Centerton

sandpiper shared migration habitat chegsimilar to those of on April 11, 2008while looking for a Lonbilled Curlew
20KSNJ G¢3INI aa3LIALISNE ¢ bfeasted ! LI F YR {FYRLALISNE . dF ¥

Sandpiper and American Gold&over. Ruddy TurnstoneArenaria interpres
STATUS: Rasgringtransient; DATES: May -Mine 4 and
Whimbrel, Numenius phaeopus October 918 (one record).
STATUS: Rare spring transient; DATES: Mag.14 Most Ruddy Turnstone obsenians involve 1
Two birds were at Bob Kidd Lake near Prairie or 2 birds in breeding plumage, and all are from the state fish
Grove on May 2, 1984. All other observations are from hatchery at Centerton. Peaks include 26 there on May 25,

Centerton in Benton County: May 21, 1987 (1), May 14, 1997, as reported by David Chapman and Mike Mlodinow,
1994(3), May 14, 1997 (1), May 19, 1999 (1), and May 17, and 12 on May 17, 2002. The only fall record is that of

2002, when Mike Mlodinow and | saw 6 overhead. October 918, 1983, also at the hatchery.
Longbilled Curlew Numenius americars Red KnotCalidris canutus
One record. found a single bird in a flooded Written documentation was placed in the
field immediately southwest of Chesney Prairie Natural Area Arkansas Audubon Society file for a single bird seen by a
in Benton County on April 10, 200Bhe bird appeared number of observers at Lake Sequoyah in Fayetteville on
immediately following a night of heavy raiiswas viewed by September 110, 1983. This was a fall whéhe lake was
others and photographedout was not seen afteApril 10 drained, exposing huge mudflats. Baerg (1951) considered
The bird foraged heavily on terrestrial crawfishandlarge  d&32 YS6KI G R2dz0 G Fdzf ¢ G(KS NBLR2NI 27
worms. on April 30, 1947.

Longbilled Qurlewsspend thewinter
southwest of Arkansas and nest on the Great Plains (DuggerSanderlingCalidris alba

and Dugger 2002). The flooded figfdrmerly part ofonce STATUS: Rare transient; DATES: ApM&828 and July 21
extensive Tallgrass &ries in the Siloarfrings areahosted  September 25.

other shorebird species, including yellowdedmerican Most Saderling observations involve single
GoldenPlovers2 A f & 2 y Q &s, an&PeftdraN® LIS birds, up to 3 on occasion. Theave been reported from the
Sandpipers state fish hatchery at Centerton, Springdale wastewater plant

ponds, Lake Atalanta, and Lake Elmdale. Single birds were
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seen regularly AugustSeptember 7, 983,0n extensive would be expected becauseestern Arkansas on the

mudflats that formed when Lake Sequoyah at Fayettevile y 2 NIIKSNY SR3IS 2afigei KAa O0ANRQa sAYyh:
was drawndown for maintenance. At the same location31

birds were seen August 28eptember 19, 1982, and 1 on White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis

August 15, 1989. STATUS: Locally common spring transiesty rare fall
transient;DATES: April 21 to June. 29

Semipalmated Sandpipealidris pusilla Counts of over 100 birds have occurred on

STATUSommon transient; DATES: April 7 to June 17 and several occasions at Centerton during the period May 12 to

July 8 to September 29+. May 28, and 193 were observed by Mike Mlodinow and David

¢tKA& A& 2yS 2F (KS O2cGhengn on M3§ §7.09%7. Diirfag thie big faliout da of May
found regularly during both the northward and southward 14, 2005 (International Migratory Bird Day), | was surprised to
migration. The big peak in spring occurs throughout May see 10 whiterumps among other shorebirds in a flooded field
(Smith et al. 1991). M&MIlodinow counted 187 on May 24, with shallow poolsn Fayetteville, and later, at least 30 on the
1994; 282 on the same day in 1995; and 394 (with David =~ mudflat margins of a big pond on the Univerdaym in
Chapman) on May 17, 1999. The end of northward spring  Fayetteville. It commonly lingers past mldne. These late
migration and the beginning of southward fall migrationis  reports involve 12 birds.

confused by at least 4 scattered June records. On dune There aregwo fall records: August 16, 1966,
1984, 30 birds were observed at Centerton and 4 were and November 8, 1989
present there on June 16, 1998. A single bird with an injured
leg was still at the hatchery on the unusually late date of . F A NR Q& CalidylshhailiLIS NE
October Z, 2007. STATUS: Fairly common spring transient, uncommon fall
transient; DATES: March 10 to June 11 and July 22 to
WesternSandpiper Calidris mauri November 16.
STATUS: Uncommon transigDATES: April 13 to May 28+ .FANRQA {FYRLALISNI 200dzNBE NB:
and July 8 to September 29+. often in low numbers on mudflats associated with draine

CKAA GLISSLXE Aa yS@SN badyaf the/Cralg\staterfisiohiitthéri® Genterton. Spring
throughnwAR Migration peak counts include 24 at Lake peaks ranging from 124 birds involve April 20 to May 5. The
Sequoyah in Fayetteville on August 31, 1963, and 20 at the 9 on September 28, 1986, indicated a fall peak cotinere
state fish hatchery in Benton County oepember 12, 1981.  are also other records, including most recently, Woolsey Wet
The 8 at the hatchery on April 29, 1993, indicated a spring Prairie inFayetteville.
peak. A single bird at Centerton June 9, 2004, was missing a

foot. There is also an observation for October 29, 1989, Pectoral SandpiperCalidris melanotos
approximately a month later than other fall records. STATUS: Common transient; DATES: March 5 to June 16+ and
July 9 to December 9+.
LeastSandpiper Calidris minutilla ¢CKAA& @3AN) aaLALISNHrasgyda TF2dzy R
STATUS: Common transient and fairly common winter open habitats including drained ponds or pond margins,
resident; DATES: observed in all seasons. sewage lagoons, ardw, wet pasturesCentertonspring
The big northward push of spring occurs migration peaks include: 92 on March 26, 1986, 263 on April

during May as evident in peak counts like 116 on mudflats at26, 2002and87 on May 25, 1994 counted 47 associated
the state fish hatchery May 14985, and 166 in the same with goldenplovers in a flooded field near Chesney Prairie
place on May 4, 2003. Records of single birds at the end of Natural Area April 3, 2008.
May and during early June may be Aoreeders remaining Fall peaks iclude180 on August 28, 1982t
on their winter range (Cooper 1994). Centerton The count on August 21989,was 189 on
Fall migration may begin as early as the end ofextensivemudflats expose@t Lake Sequoyah during a
June and certainly by eardyly; relatively numerous records drawdown year There are additional scattered records in late

for the first week in July typically involve single birds or June and late December.
occasionally 3. The 70 at Centerton August 28, 2004, was a
good fall count. Dunlin, Calidris alpina
Observations of fewer than a dozen biats STATUS/ery uncommon spring transient; uncommon but

midwinter are typical. There are midwattobservations in at  regular fall transient; DATES: April 19 to June 4 and July 22 to
least the following places: Centerton, SWEPCO Lake near November 22+.

Gentry, Beaver Lake, wastewater treatment plants at both SallyJo and J.O. Gibson saw approximately 50
Springdale and Fayetteville, and Lake EImdale near Dunlinsat Centerton on May 25, 199This is one of our
Springdale. The 15 at Centerton on December 24, 1998, wadatest arriving fall shorehd transients: sightings prior to mid
good winte count. Mike Mlodinow, Amy Clifton, and | saw 32 October are rareThere were 20 along the shoreline at Lake

at Centerton on December 4, 2004. Fluctuation in midwinter EImdale on November 8, 2003. In addition, there is a
numbers associated with severity or mildness of the season December 4, 2004, record from Centerton.
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Twobirds at SWEPCO Lake near Gentry on
January 18, 2004, an@Bruary 27, 2004were either

Western Sandpipers or more likely, Dunlins. | photographed a

of 51, 58,and 68 during the spring peak period, late April into
the first two weeks of May.
A flock of 34, identified blgeekcalk, was at

definitive Dunlin on mudflats at SWEPCO Lake on DecembelCenterton on October 23, 1984, and 54 were courtad

31, 2005. The abnormally higfater temperatures at
SWEPCO Lake may encourage these bérdainsomewhat
north of their usual winter range.

Stilt SandpiperCalidris himantopus

October 7, 1990. There are additional records of single birds
for June 21, 1998, and one that lingered at least until
December 8, 1986.

2 At &2y GallinagbdeliciBas

STATUS: Fairly common transient; DATES: April 29 to June STATUS: Common transient and winter resident; DATES: July

and July 11 to November 16.

Overall, highest numbers of Stilts occur during

the second and third weeks of May. Centerton keanclude

17 to May 16+.
¢ K S aNS s653 Hrd dkinkhréad in wet,
grassy or marshy places in open country and pond edges well

93 there on May 13, 1984; 118 on May 14, 1985; 80 on May vegetated with grasses and other emergent vegetatiost

9, 2000. Approximately 50 Stilts Sandpipers and 30 White
rumped Sandpipers were associated with two Hudsonian
Godwits at University farm in Fayetteville May 14, 200&st
in time for Intenational Migratory Bird Day. The 15 at
Centerton on July 19, 1988, was a good fall count.

Buff-breasted SandpiperTryngites subruficollis
STATUSRare spring transient, very uncommon fall transient;
DATES: May #dlay 17 and July 27 to September 28.

A flock of 11 was observed on a dry flat area
where grass was jusprouting at Lake Sequoyalear
Fayetteville on September 16, 1982. At Centerton, Mike
Mlodinow counted 16 on August 24, 2000, and Mike and
Jimmy Woodard counted 20 there on September 9, 1990.
Each of thefour spring observations involved2 birds.

Ruff, Philomachus pugnax
One recordMike Mlodinow and Rob Dobbs
identified one at Centerton on April 22, 1994.

Shortbilled Dowitcher,Limnodromus griseus
STATUS: Very uncommon transient; DATES:38pto0 May
31 and July 6 to October 22.

observations occur between the end of September and the
end of April. Data fromfall 2004 trips to Ceterton illustrate

the fall influx reasonably well: first bird on August 20, as
many as 7 by September 2; 25 on October 16; approximately
100 by October 31; approximately 130 by November 15.

Wilson Snipe probe deeply into mudth their
long bills As a rsult, ®vere weather characterized by
prolonged freezes reduces feeding opportunities at
midwinter. Many of the fall migrants then move south.

Snipe have been found during md3hristmas
Bird Couns at Fayetteville. While the usual number ranges up
to 200r fewer, there were 102 in 1978he Fayetteville CBC
also shows low years wittnly 0-2 snipes on 9 counts since
1961.

Joe Woolbright and | counted 331 in a flooded
field near Chesney Prairie Natural Area in Benton County on
March 20, 2008; this refléed a big spring peally spring
2004 recordslsoillustrate thespringmigration at Centerton:

6 on April 18 (including 2 birds engaging in courtship
displays); 3 on April 24; 0 on May; &ll birds had departed
for their nesting grounds north and wegthereare alsotwo
June records involving single birds.

Observers separate the two dowitcher species American WoodcockScolopax minor
by their different calls and specific plumage characteristics. | STATUS: common transient, rare otherwise; DATES: observed

always feel more confident about identifying Shbitled
Dowitchers when | hear their ttu-tu calls.
The big northwargushseems to occur here in

in all seasons, but primarily in spring.
We see woodcocks mainbetween mid
February and early April, begse at this time males perform

the second week of May. The following high counts are from their spectacular nuptial flights where open fields with some
Centerton: 70 on May 15, 1986; 40 on May 13, 1989; and 21bare ground adjoins forests, including pastures and

on May 12, 1997. The 15 at Centerton on October 2, 1986,
reported by Russell Graharindicated a fall peak. There are
also three records of thgriseusrace, as noted by Mike
Mlodinow.

Longbilled Dowitcher,Limnodromus scolopaceus

STATUS: Transient that is uncommon in spring (but note peak

numbers) and fairly common in fall; DATES: March 28&p
26+ and July 6 to November 21+.

regenerating patches within forests. In such places several
males can be seen and heard performing at dawn cungk
during early spring, even when there is snow on the ground.
Open fieldsalong the north side ofake Fayettelle have
served as regular site for those flights and have drawn
appreciative audiences.

In the Ouachita Mountains to the south, Jack
Davs uses his dogs to find woodcocks in a mixed pine and
hardwood plantation adjoining Lake Nimrod in Yell County.

Arkansas Audubon Society birders who visited Careful records he shared with me for 2006 and 2007 showed
the Centerton hatchery on April 28, 2007, hit a big shorebird highest numbers during February into the second half of

peak in migration, including 155 Lebdled DowitchersMike
Mlodinow and | counted 87 Lorgjlled Dowitchers &1

March, with themigrationpeak from about midFebruary
into early MarchThe situation is similar inwAR | led a field

Centerton on May 1, 2003, a big peak. There are also reportdrip for Northwest Arkansas Audubon Society to the
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Wedington Small Game area on March 15, 2009. We heard Fayetteville Christmas Bird Count, kviinlya few

only one birdWoodcock experDavid Krementsuggested observations over the years: 1973(1), 1995 (10), 1999(7),

that a warm front in the previous week probably encouraged 2003(4), and 200énd 2008 count weekrecordg.

mostbirdsto continue migrating north. Future field trips Russell Graham reported 50+ in the Prairie

there will occur in late February. Creek area of Beaver Lake March 3, 1986.984, counts of 6
Among nesting records are an adult with four to 30 birds were made regulgrbetween April 1 and May 2 at

hatchlings near Ponca in Newton County on April 15, 1984, Lake Frances (now drained) near Siloam Springs.

andan adult with four hatchlings in the Wharton Creek area

of Madison County on March 31, 1985. Single birds were  Laughing GullLarus atricilla

reported on the Fayetteville CBC in 1975 and 1995. Krement8TATUS: Rare transient; April 5 to May 4.

and others (1995) found that at night, wintering woodcocks There are 4 observatiorfer thiscommon
were typically in forestd habitat and less often in open coastalgullof 1 or 2 birds between 198and 2001 Two of
fields. these sightings have something in common: a single Laughing

Gull with asmall flock oC NJ y 1t Ay Qa Ddz ftad® hy ! LJ
2 Af a2y Qa Phdfaropubs tNladS > aA1lS at2RAY2¢ YR arAlS .AQAYy &l g ;i
STATUS: Fairly common spring and rare fall transient; DATESenterton. On April 23, 2001, Richard Stauffacher, Irene
March 26 to Jun& and July 2 to October 25. Camargo, and | haal similar observation. In my field notes |

a2ald NBLRNIa 27F 2 Af a2w@ethat Al 23bIbed iSin ahg/adald fdrihat
one or a few birds, espédly during May. Centerton peaks  stopped the typical northward migration of sprimgsulting

include: 30 on May 2, 1984; 32 on May 20, 1985;48onMayA y | 20 2F & LINWheHaughih@@GuL i A2y G F I f
19, 1997. The 5 on July 25, 199&s dall peak count. smart summer plumage, was perachen the mudflats at
Centerton with 1615C NJ- vy Gill4, wHrk exhibited the
RedneckedPhalarope Phalaropus lobatus amazingosyblush of theimesting season breast plumage
STATUS: Very rare spring transient, and one fall record;
DATES: Bl 14 to June 6; September 27. CNX y 1 f Asr@spipioalet f
Peak records include five on May 19, 1997 andSTATUSSomewhat are spring and uncommeombut regular
three at Centerton on September 27, 1986. fall transient; DATES: Mar@2 toJune & and July 31 to
November 13.
Red PhalaropePhalaropus fulicaria CN}ylftAyQa DdAf ySaida Ay K
One record Asingle birdwas observedt the northern U.S. and Canada, and migrates through the
Centerton on May 14, 1988. prairie interior of North America to winter in Mexico and
further south (Burger and Gochfeld 1994).rigyration path
Blacklegged Kittiwake Rissaridactyla carries it through our former prairiedlote (below) how
Max and Helen Parker and Doug James many of oumwARobservations are from the state fish
identified one at Beaver Lake on November 19, 1991. It was hatchery at Centerton. We also find them in other favored
relocated again (presumably the same bird) as late as birding localesThe hatchery occupies former prairie
November 23. grassland in a very opamuntry suitable for these migrants.
The southwardall migration is sometimes
. 2y I LI NJL& @ philadelphif spectacular, especially in October. An estimated 200 were at
STATUS: Uncommon transient and local wirgsident; Centerton on October 9, 1983, and we thought the true count
DATES: October 17 to May 12. might actually be double that figure. On October 140@0

. 2 ¥y I LI Ngh&earrivddl dzindrthwestern  Amy Edie and | saw at least 1&€eming tdfloat abovethe
Arkansas as earlyasmidO (i 2 0 SNE o dzi ¢S Rfidhyhécherapdrifls afl Gebtefton. On October 19, 1985, 300
regularly until bigcoldfronts from midNovember and formed southward flowing kettles in the vicinity of Smith
thereafter. During migration we see them on many smaller Field in Siloam Springs, with single birds and small flocks
lakes, but with the arrival of real winter weather, sightings  streaming southThe 14we saw over Bob Kidd Lake near

tend to be restricted to larger lakes Prairie Grove on November 11, 2002, was a high count late in
Thel80 at Beaver Dam State Park on fall.
December 12, 1992, was an excellent codiite 115 at Lost Soringobservations tend to peak in late April

Bridge on Beaver Lake December 31, 1989, were apparentlyandMay. Theewerep n CNJ y1f Ay Qa 4 [/ Sy i SNI 3
attracted to a large fish kill, according to notes provided by 2001, and 14 there on May 1, 2003, refiagtspring peaks.

Russell Graham and Mike Mlodinowsaw 155 in a raft visible Mike Mlodinow counted 12 at Centerton on June 8, 2007

from Lost Bridge North Park, January 7, 2009. Besides anda single bird on June 13, 2004.

.2YEFLINISQasy 20 KSNJ ohieR@ullshy GKS NI Fi AyOfdzRSR wiy3

Common Goldeneye and other duck species. | counted 342, Ringbilled Gull Larus delawarensis

in flocks of 1680, as they flew into the Beaver Lake dam areaSTATUS: Common migrant and winter resident; DATES:

from downstream (perhaps Table Rock Lake), from-8:20 August 10 to May 16.

AM, onJanuary 14,2000.KA & A& | a3I22R 0ANRE F2N GKS
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These gulls spend winter ftwAR Typcally, Oklahoma (Reinking 2004: 159) and in southeastern Missouri
we see the first migrantassociatedvith big cold fronts, (Jacobs 2001:144).
though there are several records of single birds found during
late summer. For examplehé¢ 85 birdsve saw at Bob Kidd Caspian TerpHydroprognecaspia
Lake near Prairie Grove on November 7, 2003, reflected a faBTATUS: Uncommon transient in low numbers inrfalhy
peak fa the influx of Ringpilled Gulls(This was also a major fewer records for spring; DATES: April 28 to June 6+ and July 8
peak day for fall waterfowl migrationOn the same day we  to October 10.

also saw these gulls at Lake Fayetteville (2+), and Centerton Most sightings of Caspian Terns involve a few
(15) also indicative of a major influx from their breeding birds or small flocks, occasionally as many as a dozen
areas to the north individuals. Flocks seen in fall in the Ozarks usually include

They are found with fair regularity during the immature birds being fed by adults. A flock of 53 flew over
Fayetteville Christmas Bird Count, usually in low numbers. Lake Sequoyah on September 16, 1982, and 27 were at Lake
big count (fomwAR of 157 was obtained on the CBC of Frances (now drained) on September 2, 1986. There were 16
December 18, 2005, a result of discovergythre present at on May 12, 1990, at Centerton and 14 at Lake Elmdale on
the Waste Management landfalt Tontitown.On January 2,  June 6, 1992. Three of thesears were foraging in the
1984, Bob Lowe and | saw 48 Riied Gulls standing on ice  Horseshoe Bend area of Beaver Lake on June 21, 1990.
in the Prairie Creek area of Beaver Lake and another 60 later
in the day. On Bull Shoals Lake ytloecur regularly in the Black TernChlidonias niger
Sugar Loaf area near Lead Hill in BoonenBo Flocks have STATUS: Fairly common transient; DATES: April 28 to June 6+
been found on several occasions feeding on dead fish at the and July 11 to September 26.

state fish hatchery and at Beaver Lake. The estimated 250 This is the most numerous tern migrating
500seen by Russell Graham and Mike Mlodiraivizost throughnwAR Shgle individuals and small flocks are
Bridge Park on Beaver Lake December 31, 1989, was a highwidespread. Big peaks involving upwards to 100 or more
count forour area.They are also apparently present all birds typically occur in mid to late May. For example, 57 were
winter at SWEPCO Lake near Gentry, and at the Wild at Centerton on May 20, 2006he 76 counted by Mike
Wilderness Drivéhrough Safari, also in Benton County. Mlodinow at Centerton on June 6, 1992, wasghhiumber
relatively late in the northward migration.

Herring Gull Larus argentatus The flock of 50 Black Terns at the hatchery on
STATUS: Rare transient and winter visitor; DATES: Novembéwugust 25, 2007, was a good fall count. There are some
3 to Aprill4+. interesting midJune observations as well: 2 birds at

There are only abowt dozen or so Centerton on June 13, 2002, and 6 at Beaadelin the

observations and all involve single birds. In addition to the  Horseshoe Bend area on June 21, 1990.
above observations, there was a single bird at Beaver Lake on

June 2, 1990. Common TernSterna hirundo
STATUS: Rare transient; DATES: M2fyand August 12 to
Sooty TernOnychoprion fuscatus September 25.
One record. Mike Mlodinow and Jacque Brow ¢KAA GSNYy Aa Sraiafte 02y ¥dzaSI

picked outnwARR & 2y f & NBO2NR T2 NJ (whichis @u2H nioie tommen iddn@ratdriher. Five birds
September 6, 2008, from Rocky Branch on Beaver Lake. Soatgre en at the state fish hatchery ponds on May 12, 1985,
Terns are widely distributed well to our south in the Gulf of and 12 there on May 23, 1992.
Mexico and elsewhere. They are subject to laligtance
displacement by trpical storms (Schreiber et al. 2002). SuchC 2 N& (i S, Siaraa farsfeily/
was the case in early September 2008 when Hurricane Gust&TATUS: Uncommon to fairly common transient; DATES: April
roared north from the Gulf, displacinganycoastal species. 1 to June 8+ and July 9 to October 11+.

C2NRGSNDRa ¢ SNY A aiesdfo a SNBSR
Least TernSternula antillarum water. Spring peaks include: 22 on April 28, 1286
STATUS: Transient that is very uncommon, but also of fairl Centerton and 14 at Lake Fayetteville May 4, 1994. Fall peaks
regular occurrence; DATES: April 20 to June 4+ and July 28 toclude 11 at Centerton on July 29, 1982, following the

September 7+. passage of a heavy rainstorm, and 20 at Lake Sequoyah on
Inland nesting Least Terns are Federhdiied September 29, 198@mong June records are two at Bob
as an Endangered Species. We see them annuailyAiR Kidd Lake on June 8, 1986 and four at Centerton on June 26,

Most sightings involve single birds at reservoirs or larger 1990. One was at Bob Kidd Lake on December 15, D280d
ponds. Five wre at Centerton on May 20, 1988, and 4 at the Chapman saw one at Lake Fayetteville on December 10, 2007.
same location August 6, 1989. There are at least 4 records of

single birds at Centerton into in the second and third weeks Royal TernThalasseus maximus

of June. One was seen at Beaver Lake at the relatively late One record Doug Jameswho is thoroughly

date of October 30, 1994.east Terns nest on the Arkansas familiar with the much more common and simiaoking

River south of northwest Arkansas (James and Neal 1986), itCaspian Terrclosely observed a Royal Tern at the state fish
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hatchery in Centerton on September 4, 2008. This coastal University farm in Fayetteville.

species occurs inland on occasion, especially aftpical There were easily 200 or more around Chesney

storms (Buckley and Buckley 2002). Such was the case in edPhairie Natural Area at SiloaBpringon August 6, 2005. Joe

September 2008, when Hurricane Gustav reached ArkansasWoolbright, a Siloam native and Chesney Prairie land

Therewas also &oyal Terrin southernArkansas during this  steward, said hug#ocks were an annual event. These birds

time. are almost always recorded on the Fayettev@leristmas Bird
Count Counts of 10200 are common; the mean was 115.6

Order Columbiformes (n=39, range @13).

pigeons and doves
Passenger Pigeoictopistes migratorius

Rock PigeonColumia livia Extinct. It was onca plentiful transient and

STATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed in all season¥/inter visitor last reported in about 1900 (see Howell 1911,
Rock Pigeonare found in especially high Schorger 1955). Passenger Pigeon bones were recovered

numbers around feedlots and feed mills, benefiting from ~ from the cellar of the historic Ridge House in Fayetteville

plentiful waste grains. They can also be seen in more during archaeological work (Jurney 1978).

Gyl GdzNF £ & KF oA G| lilulfs aboveltte G KS LIA OG dzNB & | dzS

Buffalo River. Wherever found, their graceful flights and Inca Dove Columbina inca

cooing add much to the delight of the outdoors, a STATUS: Apparently rare transient and winter visitor; DATES:

compensation to keep in mind in the face of poisoning and August 24 to December 25.

other killing methods use to reduce their numbers in urban One bird was found dead at Fayetteville on
areas_FayeteVi"e Christmas B”'d Courtwica”yinvolve December 3, 1972. AnOther blrd was seen in FayetteVIlle from

hundreds up to the 1,310 in 1994. October 22, 1990, to January 8, 1991. Robert Doster and Lisa
K.Mosely identified and photographed an adult male on

Eurasian Collaredove, Streptopeliadecaocto August 2425, 2002. Harold J. Hill photographed one in

STATUS: Fairly common resident; DATES: now observed in Gfyetteville on December 25, 2002. Mike Mlodinow saw one

seasons. at Fayetteville October 21, 2007.

Our first record dates to 1989: Martha Milburn o
had one in ler yard at Harrison in Boone County June 25 Order Psittaciformes
August 1, 1989; it was found dead on August 17. parrots

Subsequently the birds have been seen regularly in at least
Washington, Benton, and Boone counties. One was observe€arolina ParakeetConurops carolinensis
for the FayettevilleChristmas Bird Coutmt 2002, and Amy Extinct. Carolina Parakeet was not seen here after

Clifton counted 60 at the Tyson feed mill in Springdale on  the 1870s or 1880s (Howell 1911, McKinley and James 1985).

5508SY0SNI MnZ HAnoX RdANAYy3I GKIFIG @8SIFENRa / ./ 2SS INB y2g¢

finding them regularly in the poulteproducing areas of Order Cuculiformes

Benton County, no doubt a result of plentiful waste grain Quckoosandroadrunners

available throufout the areal counted a minimum of 39 at

a dairy farm near Vaugn in Benton County on December 1, ye|lowbilled Cuckog Coccyzus americanus

2007.They are also tallied on the Crooked Creek CEB0f>  STATUS: Common summer resident; DATES$2Aid

recent counts). There is an interesting description of the November 6.

initial records for Arkansas and hatwas determined these During summer these cuckoos nest at the

were not escaped cage birds (James and others 1994). forest edge or in forest openings. It often selects a cedar or a
small tree covered by vines as nest site. During 1985, |

White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica observed seven nests with eggs or young at Durham

Tworecords. Donald and Barbara Holt southeast of Fayettevélfrom late May to migAugust. The

identified one in their yard in Fayetteville; it was present fromnests were all 12 feet or lower, and were in cedar trees (3),

November 18December 5, 200Kelly Chiwood observed oaks (2), hackberry (1), and winged elm (1). A rat snake ate

one west of Fyetteville on February 17, 2007. the contents of one of these nests and a windstorm in early
June destroyed another. In his studiaghe Winslow area,

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura .t 01 omMcpopl F2dzyR &82dzy3d Ay

STATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed in all seasons. S LJi SY6 SNJ MmmMZ MH FYR wmcs= | ff

Mourning Doves nest throughoutvARand They are found onr@eding Bird Surveys

they start earlyJack Mobly and Doug James found a @ést  throughoutnwAR On the Ozarklational ForesBBSin

the UA-Fayettevillein which eggs were laid by about February johnson Countghe mean was 14.2 (n=9, range?8). Forest

7, 1992 Postbreeding seasoridcks begin to form during management studies (Thompson et al. 1995) showed them in

July, and large flocks numbering in the hundreds can be seeRtands managed with a variety of treatments, with highest

late summer ad fall. We see them in high numbers at the
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from the Ozark NF showed an increasingplation trend(La Adults withfledglings have been seen flying at
Sorte et al. 2007). dusk in Fayetteville in late May and early June on several
occasions over the yeaRoosting birdgan be found almost
Blackbilled CuckogCoccyzus erythropthalmus anywhere with mature treeavities. Large boxes, like those
STATUS: Rare spring transient; very rare summer resident; put up for Wood Ducks, are used by srkowls in even a

very rare fall transient; DATES: April 20 to October 19. AYlLtt g22Rt20 Ay l(26yd Ly aSOSNI
Spring records are mostly during May. Fall birds in large boxes in my yard in Fayetteville. On sunny days
sightings &e scattered between late August and mid at midwinter they perch at the box entrance, seemingly

October. Baerg (1951) published two nesting records. A nestheedless of the stir this causes for vigilant jays, titméce]
was found at Harrison in 1958. Two birds were presentat  other smaller birds. A few are reported on most Fayetteville
Lake Elmdale on May 30, 1992, and a bird was seen well (an@hristmas Bird Coust(peak of 6 in 1997 and 2005). Red
also heard vocalizing) at Lake Fayeitte June 3, 2001. Black plumaged birds of southern populations are the screeus
billed Cuckoos were found during the course of the Missouri mostly commonly found here, but there are also records of
Breeding Bird Atlas in the Ozarks bordering Arkansas (Jacobgray plumaged bds associated with northern populations.
and Wilson 1997:125).
Great Horned OwlIBubo virginianus

Greater RoadrunnerGeococcyx californianus STATUS: Fairly common resident; DATES: heard or seen in all
STATUS: Uncommamlocally commonesidert; DATES: seasons.
observed in all seasons. This big owl is king where broken woods are

It is easy to almost never see a roadrunner.  mixed with open farmlands. In the Arkansas Ozarks it nests in
Theyare typically found along roads or in pastures where  old Redtailed Hawk nests and probaktlyose ofcrows. A
there is a mixture of forest and farm clearings orinlighty Kl ¢1 Qa ySad Ay &ALINAY3I MdoyH O
developed areas of town3hey occur around farm places following two years. At Lake Fayetteville, | saw an adult on
and in some areas the birds are seen daily over years. the nest on January 22, with two hatchlings on January 29,
Otherwise, sightings tend to be by chance. and young owls climbing out tiie nest on February 27. In

Winters in the late 1970s apparently 2005, | saw a nest in a Great Blue Heron colony at Lake
decimated them in the Ozarks (Evans and Probasco 1982). Sequoyah near Fayetteville that held two downy young on
Severe weather reduces the prey upon which roadrunners March 19(it seems the owls chose a heron nest before the
depend. Rports since the late 1980s suggest they herons returned to the colony sifeA nest in a matureqst
rebounded. Roadrunners were found on each Fayetteville oak west of Bentonville held two large nestlings on April 2,
Christmas Bird Coutietween 1963 and 1972, with a peak of 2005. During the course of the 2005 International Migratory
5in 1972. None were found on any count again until 1981. Bird Day, | saw two fledglings accompanied by an adult in a
Since that time, most CBC tallies have ingd 0 or 1 bird, pine woodlot at the University farm in Fayetteville on May 14
but 4 were seen in 1991. Roadrunner totals involv@dn the  (see imag inside front cover)Great Horneds are tallied each
Crooked Creek CBC. Mary Pledger of Boone County told  year on the Fayettevill€hristmas Bird Countvith peaks of
JoAnne Rife about a series of nests at the base of Gaither 11 (1973) and 10 (1994).
Mountain. She saw 3 adults and 5 fledglings there on May 26,

19%. Barred Owl,Strix varia

STATUS: Fairly common resident; DATES: heard or seen in all

Order Strigiformes seasons.
owls Barred Owls are denimsof mature forest.

They are recorded in small numbers (often in the range-of 1
Barn Ow| Tyto alba 3) on most Fayettevill€hristmas Bird Cousi{if there is an
STATUS(ery rare visitor; Datesibservations in all seasons. OWling party). The peak was 8 in 1973. There have been no

Baerg (1951) published one report for formal surveys for Barred Owls here, so quantitativeada

Washington County. A specimen was collected near Rogers |Acking. However, | have often seen or heard them without
the summer of 1958. A single bird was at Sorinra special effort during walks on Mt Sequoyah in Fayetteville, at
Washington County on April 2, 1957. A bird watedduring ~ Lake Sequoyah, at night in the Wedington Unit of the Ozark
Shugart and James 1973). One was observed in Benton ~ hear them at Lake Wilson in Washington County where |
County north of Siloam Springs on December 24, 1989. MikePften go to find them during the Fayetteville CBC.

Mlodinow saw one in Fayettille on October 18, 1998, and I had the good fortune to find & nest in 2005 at
another on March 11, 2004Abby Darrah saw one at Lake Fayetteville. | was walking on the Two Turtles trail in

RazorbaclParkgolf course in Fayetteville February 17, 2008. 9ood daylight on March 13 looking for an earlgd&and-
white Warbler. | found no Blagnd-whites that day, but |

Eastern Screectbwl, Megascops asio heard a Barred Owl calling. It sounded unusual, sort of

STATUS: Common resident; DATES: heard or seen in all hollow, as though coming through a pipe. Finally | discovered
seasons. the source of this strange singingcame from within a
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hardwood sng whose topghadbeen broken in a storm. The  March 28, 2009, a snowy day Centerton.

2L 2F GKS &yl 3 gla lFoz2dzi wp FS5SiinKigsauk Bhotthrddldviszobsted iKS 26t Qa 6 A
protruded from a long crack. In subsequent trips | again mediumto-tall grasslands that were either moder&e

O2d2 R 488 LI NI 2F GKS Ay Odzodrazedyridlel(SRinzérar@ athers A98H14): YR | aS02y R
adult owl perched in a cedar nethe nest. A fully feather

owlet was perched on top of the snag by May 6; | could just Northern Sawwhet Owl, Aegolius acadicus

488 GKS G211 2F | aS02yR 2¢f SiGQa KB Rdrds. Aingle bird was observed near
Shores Lake in the Ozadational Foresof FranklinCounty
Longeared Owl,Asio otus on January 30, 1967. There is also a documented observation
STATUS: Very rare winter visitor; DATESober 18 to April in Boone County on December 25, 1997.
4.
Albert Lano, an early day Fayetteville Order Caprimulgiformes
ornithologist, considered thiswl a fairly common winter goatsuckers

visitor (Black 1933). Specimens of four owls, collected from

Benton and Washington Counties, in 1924, 1925, 1930, and Common N|ghthawkchorde||es minor

1935 are in the University of Arkansas Museum collection.  STATUS: Common transient and summer resident; DATES:

Douglas James foundufobirds in a pine grove east of Rogers April 24 to October 19+.

on April 4, 1959 eesia MarshalRosenberger and Sheree Nighthawks are common iextensivelyopen

Rogers provided convincing written documentation for abird greass § S A YF 3$ 2 v wiefe 3tsorigSufdbar ¢ LI 380
found during the course of th€rooked Creekhristmas Bird  |ights concentrate insect prey. Small loose foraging flocks may

Counton December 19, 2007 have neiber seen nor heard a pe swirling above big parking lots during spring and summer.

Longeared Owl imwARin three decades of field work here |, fa|| nighthawks pass thragh in large flocks, often with

more than 100 individualfetween late August and early

ShortearedOwl, Asio flammeus N October A total of 250 migrated southward over Fayetteville

STATUS: Rare transient and winter visitor; DATES: Novembeh August 27, 1987, during the passage of heavy rainstorms.

1 to March 3. . The 20 over Chesney Prairie near Siloam Spang3ctober
Shorteared Owls remind me of Northern 4, 2008, was a high number so late in the season, as 9re

Harriers, both in their genetappearance and in their at Fayetteville on October 12, 1985.

behavior of low flight over broad, open grassy fields. Of There are also two observations of single birds

course, we see harriers in the daylight, and the noctural owlsj, mid-November but ro vocalizations were heard. The
Only if we are |UCkyO flush them from their roosts in dense assumption is that these were Common NiMS, but

grassy vegetation. The presence of both of thepecies (and  another nighthawk species could not be eliminated.
prey) is dependent upon suitable, high quality open field

habitat, which imwARis often formerow-lyingprairie Chucké A twidemg Caprimulgus carolinensis
grasslandswhat | have termed seasonal wetlands with tall  STATUS: Common summer resident; DATES: April 14 to
grasses and other cover September 13.

Baerg(195]) attributed 3" G A y OISBok 2 Y€ 2 F  Thjs and the following species are often called
eared Owls involving the perid@ecembe 4-March 25toa ¢ g kpodds A £ £ 2 ¢ 0 &  fivAtiRtieSlistideyiGhd iy A £ A I
heavy infestation of cotton ratsThis behavior of GKSANI a2y 348 6/ KdzOl1 aé dzadzk £ €& AYKI
congregating in the area of an attractive food source is a wellypen farmland or other types of forest clearings, especially
known characteristic (Holt and Leasure 200%)Siloam those in bottomlands, low hills, and low ridges. Two eggs are
Springs, Joe andwan Stockton received and provided care |ajd on leaves, often under a cedar or otisenall tree.In
for birds injured after impacts with automobiles in 1980, 1984 and 19858 clutches of eggs or new hatchlings were
1982, and 1985. These birds were from Springdale and fromgpserved between May 24 and July 17 during the course of a

Carroll County. An injured bird was found on the east side of jesearch project conducted on low, forested hillsides near
Fayetteville on November 1, 1985. iAgle bird was seen Durham southeast of Fayetteville.

during a snowstorm at Rogers on December 15, 1987.
The following are recent sightings, all of single whip-poor-will, Caprimulgusiociferus

owls: Clabber Creek bottomland fields at Fayetteville on STATUS: Common summer resident: DATES: March 28 to
February 18, 2001; tall dense native grasses at Chesney  geptember 22.

Prairie Natural Areaear Siloam Sprinddecember 24, 2003, G2 KALJEE dzadzk £ €& FNNRADS Ay (i
and January 1, 200%tate fish hatchery aCenterton on GOKdzO1 adé ¢KSANI OFfta YId 65 KSI N
March 12, 2005; University farat FayettevilleNovember 6, including yards in towns, during spring migration. During the

2006; Woolsey Wet Prairie in Fayetteville, December 10,  preeding season they acommon in the upland forests

2006 andDecember 16, 2007, at Stonebriditeadows golf  \yhere there are farms and other types of clearings, often

club just east of Fayettevill& single bird was seen well seen and heard along gravel roads through the Ozark

during a Northwest Arkansas Audubon Society field tripto  National Forest Yy R St 8 S KSNB® ¢KS NI y3da 2
Chesney Prairie January 10, 200&cque Brown foundne
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GOKdzO1 8¢ 29SNIFLIE FyR Aés Ad y2( dzedeinerd{mpatiéns dagehggiossani K a LIS O A
singing in places likeampgrounds a6 S@A f Qa 5 Sy pfofusioir &long theNrlisdd Spring run at Lake Atalanta in
Rogers. It may be an important plant to these migrating birds.

Order Apodiformes Mike Mlodinow and | saw high numbers (25+) of
swifts and hummingbirds hummingbirds visiting these floavs during their peak
blooming August 30, 2003. Though many flowers were still

Chimney SwiftChaetura pelagica blooming, hummingbird numbers had fallen to approximately
STATUS: Common transient and summer resident; DATES: 10 by September 14; none were seen on September 28.
March 24 to October 25. A leucistic hummingbird, probably of this

9F NI & agATia o adeateni 3 eciesywas phajgrapbi@uriggyijts to a feeder at
Arkansas in late March, but the spring inftyand big Winslow in summer 2007*Arrivals in late March were
concentrations of flying inseatsoccursaroundmid-April and ~ reported for extremenwARon the hummingbirds.net
thereafter. A estimated 30Gwiftsentered a Fayetteville website <http:/www.hummingbirds.net/map.htm/|>but

chimneyon April 13and over 1000 entered a chimney near despite efforts, as notable to verify the source of these
the Washingdn County Courthouse on April 2Both records ~ feports)

mark heavy spring migration movements. o
Swifts commonly nest in open chimneysin ~ Rufous HummingbirdSelasphorus rufus

homes and older buildings. They will also use artificial STATUSRare transient and winter residgrDATESAugust
a OKA Yy S &fér awéft housekanyt dther information are 26 to April 4.
available fom Driftwood Wildlife Association in Austin, Texas. There were at least 13 records 198006; 3 of

During the fall migration, hundreds and even these observations involveBelasphoruspecies that could

several thousand may be observed as ’[hey ﬂy into Chimneys not be identified..MOStObservatims are clustered from
for nighttime roostingln mid-October, wer 1000 roosted in ~ September to mieDecember

a chimney at &ayettevillechurch. An adult female Rufous trapped and banded
at Fayetteville by Max and Helen Parker was first seen
White-throated Swift, Aeronautes saxatalis October 2, 2004, and departed April 8, 2005. An adult male
A single bird was seen and described by first seen on October 25, 1998, remained durirlgray, mild

several experienced observers as it flew near a high bluff T F € £ £ @ K S y RASR 2y 5 SOS Yo S NJ Ho ﬁ dzl
above the Buffalo River in Newton County on December 19, T NB ST S 60 USYLISNI U dNB Ay USSYyald e awe
1981. home of Bob and Sara Caulk on Mt Sequoyah in Fayetteville

from about November 8 to December 9, 2005, and only
Green Violeteay Colibri thalassinus disappearedfter overnight temperatures went to 8 degrees

There are thee records of single birds seen in
mid to late summer, July-Beptember 5. A single bird visited Of approximately 11 records identified to
a feeder at the home of Sue and Dan Burlingame north of species, 3 were adult females, 2 adult males, 1 an immature
Lurton in Newton County July&3, 1990. Doug James and ~ female, and 5 immature males. Doug James trapped two (an
many observers saw a single bird near Rogeesemt August ~ adult female and an immature female) in Faysitle on
4 to September 5, 1990. Taos Jones obtained video footage ictober 20, 1996. Feathers were measured, and samples sent
a bird at the Joan and Floyd Bodkin place at Gentry in Bento#P the collection maintained by William BaltosdéLittle
County August 222, 2000(Joyce Shedell and others also Rock.
saw i). There is an interesting description of how Doug James

!

was able to clarify the identification of a bird photographed Order Coraciiformes
by Bill Brazelton at Fort Smith in 1984 (James and Neal 1986: kingfishers
216).
Belted KingfisherCeryle alcyon

Rubythroated Hummingbird,Archilochus colubris STATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed all year.
STATUS: Common transient and summer resident; DATES: Kingfishers are common along larger streams,
April8 * (see below)o October 25+. lakes, and we usually find them around the hatchery ponds at

Few hummers arrive before miflpril and Centerton. Nesting burrows have been observed on several
most have departed by mi8eptember. A few individuals occasions in high cut banks above or near the Buffalo and
linger later in fall. Dr. Marguerite Baumgartner of near Jay, lllinois RiversAmy Edie andfbund young being fed in a nest

Oklahoma (in the Ozarks approximately 15 miles west of  in a highcut bankalong the Buffalo River in Newton County
Maysville, Arkansas) startézinding them in 1977. She found on June 27, 2006.

that males arrive ahead of females. Young birds recently out During winter kingfishers are widespread as
of the nest begin coming to feeders by around rlidy. Most  long as open water feeding habitat remains unfrozen. They
southward migration occurs between late August and early are found in good numbers on an annual basithe
September (personal communication, 1987; Bgaminer FayettevilleChristmas Bird Coumircle. Numbers reported
1980). are often 10 or more with several counts of 20 or more.
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Red-heads may still be founditt regularity

OrderPiciformes where habitat remains in good quantitfheyhave been
woodpeckers found regularly on the Crooked Creek CBC, with a peak of 13
in 2003. | saw at least 6 in 4 locations scattered in oak barrens
[ S6Aa0Qa 2 MAARAPROGWE NI around Maysville on January 6, 2007. | found at least 10 in
One record. A single bird was observed the oak rich forests in the Dawn Hill area of Siloam Springs on

repeatedly at Evangeline Féid NE Q& NB a A RSy O&nuary 26,2004
Sequoyah in Fayetteville June 30 to July 3, 1967. Dean Crooks ) .
collected one in Adair County, Oklahoma, 20 miles from the Redbellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus

Arkansas line, on April 3, 1943 (Baerg 1951). STATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed in all seasons.
Redbellies are counted on afireeding Bird
Redheaded WoodpeckerMelanerpes erythrocephalus Surveysn nwAR but hichest numbers have been found over
STATUS: uncomun resident; DATES: observed in all seasonghe years on the Compton survey in Newton County. There,
Redheaded Woodpeckehabitat includes the mean was 6.2 (n=34, rangel2). It has been found in

mature trees, predominantly oak, and barkless mature tree igh numbers on every Fayettevilthristmas Bird Count
snagsijn openforestor forest edggSmith and others 2000). ~ Since the early 1960s, with totals ranging in tt@&s30s. The
Historically, | assume that rebads were likely fand in the ~ FayettevilleCBGnean was 33.8 (n=39, rangee). They are
prairie region of the western Arkansas Ozarks in oak barrensregular visitors at bird feeders. Breeding season point counts
(as described by Miller 1972: 2%) maintained in an open  from the OzarkNational Foresshowed an increasing

condition by fire. | make this assumption because this population trend (La Sorte et al. 2007).
appears to be the case in the current timghere suchrelict
barrensremainin western Arkansas Yellow-bellied Sapsuckerphyrapicus varius
This Ozark habitat has an analogue in the STATUS: Fairly common transient and winter resident; DATES:
OuachitaNational Foresbf Scott County. There, during the ~ September 30 to April 13+.
period 19962008, | found redheads during the breeding Sapsuckers are found here in all kinds of

season in stands of mature trees maintained in an open mature forested habitat, including urban woodlots. | see their

condition by fre andmanaged for endangered Redckaded — Neat, telltale lines of wells in a variety mée species. Trees
Woodpeckers. Such habitat contains a heavy stocking of botMith freshly worked sap wells provide evidence that
shortleaf pine and mixed hardwood species, and numerous Sapsuckers are in the neighborhood. | went in the field with

largediametermature tree snagsThe stands arepen and Steve Shrunk, who is researching@odpeckerguide, on
snagglarge dead treesare common December 10, 2005, in the upper Buffalo area of Newton
Information gathered from throughout the County. He s especially interested in sapsuckers and used
broad range in North America indicates a pattern of marked recorded playback of their calls to elicit responses. We had at
population fluctuations (Smitet al.2000). Numbers of least 10 birds for the day. Sapsuckers are found annually on
wintering rectheads (depeneint upon acorns as a winter the FayettevilleChristmas Bird Countisually in low numbers

food resourcejre positively related to hareanast production ~ (but see below). Thmean was 6.7 (n=39, rangel5 for data

Ay GKS hiFNJaszs odzi GKAa NBtPIRD g reeent RBCIotals baye brep myeh higherg | £ dzS
that also store acorns and also use a variety of other winter than in the past: 23 were counted on the CBC in 2003, 29 in

food sources (Smith 1986, Smith and Scarlett 1987). In past 2004, and 27 in 2005. Thayealso found in good numbers

decades, acorn crop fluctuation probably explainetywed 0N the Crooked Creek CBC in Boone County.

heads tended to be common in some winters and rare in On March 3, 2007, | collected digital images of
others. For example, from 196874 annual Fayetteville a sapsucker working small trees near the University campus

Christmas Bird Counotals were: 26, 16, 32, 1, 3, 4, 13, 46, in Fayetteville. Certain plumage characteristics suggested this
33, 1, and 17. These numbers contrast with CBC totals from bird might be &Rednaped SapsuckeBphyrapicus nuchalis
the last decade19892000: 0, 3, 2, 4, 1,0, 1, 1, 1, 0, 0, and 0.2 Species otherwise unrepted in Arkansas. The images,

A sharp decline on the Fayetteville CBC, starting with the ~ however, were not conclusive. The bird was a variation of our
1987 count, is apparent. yellow-bellied, or perhaps a hybrid, since there is some

Declines on the Fayettevi"e CBC are ||ke|y a OVerlap in their breeding ranges (Wa|tel’s et al. 2002)
result of local habitat loss related to human population

growth within the count circle beginning in thenid-1980s. Downy WoodpeckerPicoides pubescens
While some trees are retained due to ordinancestune STATUS: Conman re_S|dent; DATES: o_bservgd in all seasons.
trees snagsre still routinely removed Oak barrens dating to Downies are common in all kinds of

the pioneer period have been cleared or greatly reduced in awoodlands, including small woodlots in town aifety
corridor along US 71 B from Faytile north to Bentonville, ~ Venture out of the woods into open areas with small trees,
and extending as much as 15 to 20 miles to the east and wedgnceposts, etc. On the Compt@reeding Bird Survey

of this corridor (personal observation; Neal 2000). The Newton @unty, the mean was 4.8 (n=39, ran@0).
integrity of quality habitat for recheads ighereforeseverely ~Downies are always observed in good numbers on the
compromised. FayettevilleChristmas Bird CounThe mean was 43.6 (n=39,
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range 695). Breeding season point counts from the Ozark  characteristics were compatible with trees required by RCWs.

National Foresindicated a stable populatiotrend (La Sorte Guyette and others (2007) explored deeliof
et al. 2007). the shortleaf pine ecosystem in the Ozarks. Also, see other
relevant papers in Kabrick et al. (2007). The importance of

Hairy WoodpeckerPicoides villosus healthy, wellmanaged stands of shortleaf pine for wildlife,
STATUS: Fairly common resident; DATES: observed in all including birds, is well documented (e.g., Masters 2007,
seasons. Eddleman et b 2007).

Hairy Woodpeckers are at least fairly common Modern birders ohwARmust travel 110 miles
in extensive forests or larger woodlots with mature trees, south, into the native shortleaf pine forests of western
including some wit large dead limbs. Their habitat Arkansas and eastern Oklahoma, where the Ouachita NF has
preferences are similar to those of Pileated Woodpeckers. undertaken an ambitious effort to restore over 200,000 acres
Like pileateds, hairys require mature trees, including of pine-grassland habdt, plusother native plants and animals,

G2BSNXYIF Gdz2NB¢ GNBSa Haiyl & | NBinctuding RgWades! and MchtagRe 193 edrick et al.
Woodpeckers are observed in towns as well as in foréstis, 2007).

nowhere are they numerous. On the ComptBreeding Bird

Survey the mean was 0.6 (n=39, rang&) There have been Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus

a few Fayettevill&€hristmas Bird Coustwith tallies of as STATUS: Fairly common resident; DATES: observed in all
many as 1416, though the usual number is lower: the mean seasons.
was 7.9 (n=39, rage 017). Breeding season point counts Flickers can be observed here all year. Tarey
from the Ozark\National Foresthowed a declinng population among the most beautiful and dramatic of our native birds:
trend (La Sorte et al. 2007). brown back with black bars, spotted belly, brilliant yellow
underwing, red on the head, and easily seen as they forage,
[Redcockaded WoodpeckeRicoides borealjs unwoodpecketlike, on the groundseeking ants, a favorite
STATUS: Extirpated from the Ozarks. food. Their numbersary dramatically during the year.

Just as geologists infer past events fromgere  Overall, the fewest are present during the nesting season of
evidence, | infer that this Federaligted Ehdangered Species spring and summer. Thistuation danges in fall, with big
was long ago present in the western Arkansas Ozarks. This influxes of migrants evident especially during September and
inference is based upon their known habitat requirements  early October. They make spectaculaedwead migrations
(open stands of mature pines) and the evidence that such  around the same time as we see migrating Blue Jays and
habitat existechere in the past. Howell (1911) reported it as monarch butterflies. For example, more than 20 flickers
late as 1890 from the few remaining virgin shortleaf pine passed over Chesney Prairie Natural Ared & 23 on
stands in Van Buren and Cleburne couniiethe OzarksHere October 3, 2004.
as elsewhere, lossf this birdwasthe result of land Ouryellowshafted form is a fairly common
management decisions includinglaast the following: (1) summer reglent in mature open forestThisincludesurban
rapid cutting of the native, mature shortleaf pine forests; (2) areas with extensives stands of matire/ R & 2 S NI | (i dzNB ¢
failure to regenerate them to pine after virgin stands were cutireesand snagsThey nest in mature tree cavitieat my
(3) widespread suppression of wildfire, which allowed pine home in Fayetteville, they drum loudly on the metal heater
stands to be replaced by hardwoods. venton my roof sending a cleaerritorial signal through the

Hikers on many trails in the OzaNational neighborhood, and filling my house with the rhythn@n the
Forest(e.g., White Rock to Shores Lake), Hobbes $tatk ComptonBreeding Bird Surveg Newton County, the mean
Conservation Arean Beaver Lake (e.g., Van Winkle Hollow was 1.1 (n=39, range®).
and Pigeon Roost Trail) and elsewhere pass by isolated mature Flickers arenore common arounchwARin
shortleaf pines without realizing thahese are relics of a lost winter. The mean for the Fayettevilléhristnas Bird Count
ecosystem and habitat of a bird threatened with extinction. Inwas 42.41=39, range 85). Theyregularly foragedike
the 1870s, huge pine timbers used to frame Old Main on the meadowlarks andobinsin extensively open habitattsaw
UAFayetteville campus (and other big structures in lat® 19 them regularly @ a burned area of approximately 30 acres at
century northwestern Arkansas) were cutloggers from the  Chesney Prairie during winter 20@806 and again in 2008
Van Winkle Mill in the War Eagkeaver Lake area of Benton 2009
| 2dzyiie Ow20iKNRO|l MdpTo0d a¢KS FANEThe edshafed forin estddfin vi@SteynWSMHO A | €
AYLRNIFyOS gSNBXIFNRdzy R (KS Anefchhasthéen enhddialfdnfinkeBanted = RdzS G 2
the large quantity and fine quality of pine. An early writedsai
GKS adzlll &8 2F LIAYS 61 & WAY SBikteddbdpeckefydcopdsitkatiys M dp dY mMnod . A3
mills were active all over northwest Arkansas, e.g., Carroll STATUS: Fairly common resident; DATES: observed in all
County (Johnson 1979) and Cleburn County (Thomas 1980, seasons.
Harral 1980). A huge pine log shown being hauled from Pileated Woodpeckers are fairly common
Cleburn County (Thomd9£80:81) may not have been all that residents in &tensive mature forests, including those in

Old Main came from trees whose age, diameter, and other species and that of Hairy Woodpecker seem nearly identical.
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Over the years | havetdindactive Pileated Woodpecker
nests, usuallat midMay. These ests have been in large
diameter dead trees (snag®speciallydead pines. As the
young grow, they begin to poke their heads amd are
highly vocal iurging the adults to stay busy their care.
Pileateds are highly vocal during the time of Breedng Bird
Surveyand arenumerouson the four surveys that are most
forested. On the OzarKational ForesBBS in Johnson
County, the mean was 13.8 (n=9, rang&%j.Breeding
season point counts from the Ozark NF showed a stable
population trend (La Sortetal. 2007).

Pileateds are always found on the Fayetteville
Christmas Bird Coupand typically in numbers slightly higher

STATUS: Rare spring and very rare fall transient; DATES: May
9 to June 3 anthreerecent fall records, August 226 and
31.

Yellowbellied Flycatchers are alwapbserved
in low numbers (based upaeveral dozembservations since
the early 1980s). Most observations have occurred from mid
to late May. Smith (1915) stated that he found it regularly at
Winslow one year from May 16 to May 22 and September 1
23.Bladk (1935) stated he found it on May 15 and October 23
only. Baerg (1951) published a May 29 report at Rogers. Mike
Mlodinow has carefully studied these birds and has observed
them mostspringssince 1986.

than those of Hairys (this may have something to do with theAcadian FlycatchelEmpidonawirescens

impressive carrying ability pileated calls). The mean at
Fayettevillewas 10.1 (n=39, range3D).

OrderPasseriformes
perching birds

Olive-sided FlycatcherContopus cooperi
STATUS: Uncommon transient; DATES: Apidl 29ne 7+
and August 7 to September 29.

Olivesided Flycatchers are never common
here, but we do findhem regularly during migration. We see
them perched on the upper limbs of dead trees in forest
openings or in forest edge habitat. Most reports involve
single birds, occasionally as many as 2 &V8.also
200l arzyl tte

Eastern WooePewee,Contopus virens
STATUS: Common summer resident; DATES: April 18 to
October 17.

LGQa GAYS (G2 LIlyd G2
pewees arrive here. The warm fronts safe for tomatoes
encourage insect blooms required by this small flycatche
offer this advice in contrast to planting by average dates of
last frosts Rewees know better!

Pewees are most often found in forests and
woodlots where there are open, patlke stands of mature
iNBSad aLlG ySada Oz2vyyvY2vwdig |
2yS 2F GKS YvYzai
1935). The mean on the Compt&needing Bird Survep
Newton County was 10.1 (n=34, rang&&. Since pewees
prefer open forests, it is little surprise that they exhibit only
minor responses to forest management (Figure 1). Smith and

others (2004: Table 1 and 2) shared this conclusion: peweese€ither calling or singing May 29, 200& ¥ &

were about equally common in relatively undisturbed upland
hardwood forest and in forests disturbed by varidwsvest
practices. Breeding season poadunts from the Ozark
National Foresshowed a stable or slightly increasing
population trend (La Sorte et al. 200The fall migration is
mostly over by mieSeptember with scattered observations
into October.

Please consider the Eastern WeBdwee
tomato planting date guide for your next garden!

Yellowbellied FlycatcherEmpidonax flaviventris
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STATUS: @Gonon summer resident; DATES: April 27 to
September 22.

Acadian Flycatchers are found where there are
mature trees and extensive forest: shady stream bottomlands
as well as moist, upland forested ravings. in the case of
other forest birds requiring extesive blocks of suitable
habitat, Acadians are typically scarce in migration away from
such places.

Smith (1977) consideretiem| y
Y2Aail T2 NBritlie BastalSMburfameéding Bird
Surveyin Franklin County, the mean was 3.4 (n=8ge06).
Forest management studies show that Acadians are most
numerous in mature forests and those with moderate cutting,
but decline as more of the canopy is removed (Thompson et

KSI NI G KSANI 6l d&- &3P Siith Rag athees §804: able § ang- 2 found

Acadians one of thenore common species in relatively
undisturbed upland mesic hardwood forest and much less
common in forests disturbed by variobarvestpractices.
Breeding season point counts from the OzB&tional Forest

showgchag increpsing pppuiatpi e (Lg Regiel. 2007).

Alder FlycatcherEmpidonax alnorum
STATUS: Uncommaunt regular(at times, locally common)
transientin spring; many fewer records for faDATES: May 4
to June 6 and AugustSeptember 8.

We find transient Alder Flycatchers every year

quigng migrafign espgoally RUSITTY SRing ¢ Withiap ek fgom |

forest with willows, maples, and other small trees along the
north edge of Lake Fayetteville has been a consistently
reliableplace to fird them,and here they areommonat
times. For example, there were at leas6%n a small area
AayQi
to find them. Qver the years we havebservationsat the
former Lake Frances near Siloam SgsinBob Kidd Lake near
Prairie Grovethe University farm in Fayetteville, Lake
Atalanta,and other frequently visited spot8ecoming
familiar with songs and call notes is an important aid in
separating them from otheEmpidonaxlycatchers in the
same haitat.

aA1S at2RAyYy26Qa ailidRArSa
numerous fall records, including 4 birds on September 8,
2001.1 have also found them at Chesney Prairie Natural Area

iKS

a206f A3l G2 NE

OK I NI Od §NX amidNgny itq tRerdicst week of Jures Thygavampy ptiomignd ¢ | &4

2yt

27T



near Siloam Springs, including 2 on May 2, 2006, ahthilds STATUSCommon to &irly common transient, with wre

August 812, 2008. records in spring thafall; DATES: April 21 to May 30 and July
21-October 10.

Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii Least Flycatchers are common transients

STATUS: Uncommon transient, local summer resident; DATESpecially in spring. They migrate throumkvide variety of

May 10 to August Zall status unclear habitats, incluithg urbanareas | see and hear them annually

Willow Flycatchers are migrants across a wide in both spring and fall in my yard in the middle of busy
range of open country habitats in nwAR, but they are now  Fayetteville. They can be quite common during the spring
present in summeexclusively or at least predictably only on peaks:Rob Doster counted 23 at Lake Fayetteville on May 11,
Baker Prairie Natural Area at Harrisdtere were atleast6 2002, and 15 in the same area on WED, 2003. Fall records
singing birds on Baker Prairie on June 16, 2001, and nestingare based upon presence of a conspicuous, complete eye ring
wasconfirmed (Holimon and James 2003). Bill Holimon noted Y R & ¢ K and elatiCely SHoriibeaks.
3 territories in 2003 and aderved a nest with four eggs on
July 10We found at least three territories with singing birds Empidonaxspecies

on June 13, 2009. A nest found by Leesia Marshall Many flycatchers of this genase difficult to

Rosenbergethat daydid not have eggsbut had 3 flycatcher identify as to speciesnless their full vocalization feard.

and 1 copwbird egg June Me also noted & sird A y 3 . ®fteh Mese vocalizations are not heafithe general shape of

Vireos in the same area. migration throughnwARfor this genus occupies the period
Willow Flycatchers once nested in prairie from late Apritearly Mayto early June in spring. The fall

ravine thickets in Benton County in Rogers, according to Deamigration stretches from the second half of July through

Crooks, who reported nine nests in a halfie area (Baerg Septembemvith stragglers intdctober.There is also a recent

1951). This habitat was subsequently developed and the record of a silent bird found as late as October 27.

breeding population lost. Beginning at least in the +hB0s, If you take into account that two members of

Willow Flycatchers were present in small numbers during thethis genus, Willow Flycatcher and Acadian Flycatcher, both
summer (and nesting confirmed) in former lowland prairie  nest innwAR birders haveEmpidonaxeto alternately dazzle
grassland dotted with clumps of trees area adjacent Lake  and vex with regularity for the five months from May through
BentonvileinBenty / 2dzyi& o6af2RAY2¢6 Seppmbed.® . St f Qa ANB2a
were present in the same habitat. A few birds were found
there annually through 2003, after which habitat disappearedEastern PhoebeSayornis phoebe
with drainage and subsequent development of housing and STATUS: Commamnsient andsummer resident
businesses. uncommon in winter; DATESbserved in all seasons.
| found at least two birds sging in wet One of the welcome signs of oncomisyring
thickets of Boxley millpond in Newton CountyonJune8, AY GKS I NJlFyala hilFNJ& Ada GKS FNBI
HAanns odzi L O2dzZ RyQi TFAYR (phéehlkrENB 2 0O WdzAS MmDSy2 o KA NRE
must have been transients. Willow Flycatchers have been  on rock ledgeseasily heard above the roar of raswollen
found in migration and early summer in a wet prairie thicket streams.The influx is evident at the same time early daffodils
at Fayettevie (Wilson Springs, just east of Dean Solomon  bloom in my yard and when | head out to open fields for
Road). This former prairie lowland along Clabber Creek also woodcock dances and the choruses of spring peegérs.

K2&0SR | &dzYYSNJ LR LJz | G A2y I[Bast fourpdiré adphoehes Wiebterritories at Ninestone
Birds were found in Missouri adjacentvAR Land Trust in Carroll Courtty March 20, 2009.

during the course of the Missouri Breeding Bird Atlas (Jacobs Phoebes are common primarily from thesfi

and Wilson 1997: 169). periods of warm weather in late winter and early spring until
How long do they remain inwAR? fall when heavy frosts greatly reduce insect populations.

Identification becomes more of a challengnce During summer phoebes nest under bridges, rock ledaed,

Empidnaxesstop signing or calling. For Arkansas as a wholearound farms and even neighborhoods in towns, constructing

GKS tFLGSad aF2NI adzNBe Tl € destduride te pOteciv@lodis@ksieNs oRpbrih8s qd@ed O dzNBE | N2
mid-SeptemberJames andleal 1986) Chesney Prairie shady yardsOn the Comptoreeding Bird Survaeg Newton

Natural Area near Siloam Springs has suitable habitat for ~ County, the mean number of phoebes was 3.7 (n=34, range 0

Willow Flycatchersboth for nesting and migratio'We have 12).

found them there in migration. In fall of 2008, | found an Most of our phoebes occur between early

Empidona2 T (G KS da¢ NI Af f Qs AdgestJS Maroh arid SrauSd\didbctolieCS04 tered singl birds are

29-September 15. Calls, habitat, field marks, and behavior always a surprise at mginter, but there are now many such

made me lean toward Willow. In northeastern Oklahoma,  records.Northwestern Arkansais immediately north of the

Willow Flycatchers have been reported as late as Septembertypical wintering region for this flycatchdPhoebes are

16 (OK Bird Records Committee 2004: 24). heavily dependent upon insects, but will also consisome
fruit (Weeks 1994)Single phoebes were reported on 7 of 39
Least FlycatcheEmpidonax miimus recent Fayettevill&Christmas Bird Cousit Results from the

Buffalo National River (west) CBC showed phoebes present in
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about half the years there, with a peak of 6. This was
exceeded on the 2004 Fayetite CBC, where the total was a
surprising 7. Phoebes have been found each year on the
Crooked Creek CBC, with a peak of 4.

{ I 8Qa ,sd@ESaHa

Two recordsMike Mlodinow and David

spring and fall. A flock of 50 at Durham in \Wagton County
on May 11, 1985, remained in the area for several days,
apparently attracted by an emergence of the-i@ar
periodical cicadaMagicicadaspecies). Highest numbers
during the nesting season are in open country of former
prairies that retaingrasslands, such as the Avoca BBS in
Benton County. The mean number of kingbirds there was

Chapman found this bird at the Centerton state fish hatchery12.1 (n=32, range-23).

on October 18, 1997. A single bird was identified at
Fayettevill®2 Baul RNolandwastewater treatment plant on

Flocks numbering in the hundreds of birds
have been seen going to roost in willow trees on the edge of

February 25, 2006, during a field trip by Northwest Arkansas Lake Sequoyah during August and g&éptember. The
Audubon Society. It remained in the area until at least Marchpresence of kingbird roosts in this location seems to be

2.

Vermilion Flycatche, Pyrocephalus rubinus
One record. Ragan Sutterfield found this bird
in Washington County on June 13, 1995.

Great Crested FlycatcheMyiarchuscrinitus
STATUS: Common summer resident; DATES: April 16 to
October 10.

This large flycatcher is heard or obsed in
mature or fairly mature forests, either along the edges or in
openings within the forest. The older trees in such forests
develop the type of cavities Great Crestedquire for nests
They are common in urban areas with intact mature forest,
likethat on Mt Sequoyah in Fayetteville. On the Compton
Breeding Bird Surveg northern Newton County, the mean
number was 3.4 (n=34, range/(). Forest management
studies showed modest responses to logging of varying
intensities (Thompson et al. 1995). Braeglseason point
counts from the Ozarkational Foresshowed a declining
population trend (La Sorte et al. 2007).

It is found regularly until late summer, and
infrequently thereafter. It attracts attention to itself by
distinctive calls, but after summérk $a S OI f ¢
heard.

a |

Western Kingbird,Tyrannus verticalis

related to emergences of mayflieBgthemeridaspeciesfuel

for the southward migration. Overall, few remain after late
August or early Septembgeand later birds typically are

singks Migrating flocks of 5, 15, etc were passing over Lake
Fayetteville on August 25, 2007. The bird seen September 29,
1984, was foraging with a flock of 30 Scissdled

Flycatchers, who typically perform the southward migration
later than kingbirdsThebird seen October 5, 2008, was also
associated with Scisstailed Flycatchers.

Scissottailed FlycatcherTyrannus forficatus
STATUS: Common summer resident; DATES: March 28 to
November 20.

Scissottails are common in open farmlands,
large open fieldsairports, edges of townswhere there are
scattered tall trees, power poles, or other structures which
provide suitable perches and nest sites. The mean was 6.1
(n=32, range 414) on the Avoc8reeding Bird Survey
Benton County. Most birds migrate soutly late August and
early September, but a fair number remain later, with
scattered individuals intdlovember More than 100 were
perched on fences and wires abrthwest Arkansasegional
airport in Benton County on August 25, 2007. This number
S fllento 3@LY SeBtgber 1.

Loggerhead Shrikd,anius ludovicianus
STATUSGreatly reduced in areas with extensive habitat

STATUS: Rare spring transient; DATES: May 3 to June 7 andhange; stilldirly commonin expansivegrasslandsDATES:

July 15 to September 5.

Western Kingbirdsest regularly and in fair
numbers immediately to the south, in the Arkansas River
Valley at Fort Smith (Bill Beall and Sandy Berger, personal
communication) These nest sites mainly involve the
structures associated with electrical substatioBgdl and Toka
Beall checked such habitats in Washington County in June
HANnT3S 0dzi eReérrRyhEbitdsOklahgriRa aflasers
had few records for the Ozarks and did not confirm nesting
(Reinking 2004: 247). The June recordfiwARseems to
have involved a late transient, since the bird was found only
this one time in a location that was vigitelaily.

Eastern KingbirdTyrannus tyrannus
STATUS: Common summer resident; DATES: April 3 to
October 5

Kingbirds are lords of the open country with
scattered mature trees. Large flocks pass through during
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observed in all seasons.

Shrikes are birds of the open country,
essentially érmer prairie grasslands. Whitkey exhibit
rangewide declinetheyremain fairly common in former
Tallgrass Prairie habitat that retains extensive areas of
undeveloped or only lightly developed (e.g., grazing)
grassland. They are present throughohlié year in these
areas. For example, | find them on almost every trip to
Chesney Prairie Natural Area and its environs.

Shrikes have largely disappearfiedm muchof
Washington County and in eastern Benton County because of
population growth and developmentf dormer grassland
habitat. That is, v@ have lost shrikes in intensively developed
parts of the former Osage Prairi@gNest Fork north toward
Fayetteville, Springdale, Lowell, Bentonville, Centerton, etc.

In past years, shrikes were observed in low
numberson both of the AvocgBenton Countyand Compton
(Newton CountyBreeding Bird Survaputes. Avoca had the



best open country habitat prior to the extensive urbanization White-eyed Vireos are widespreadoth as

of the past two decades. On this BBS, they were recorded migrants and summer residents. They assentially bird of
annually from 1969 to 1984typically 23 birds (range b). moist thickets at the forest edgéncluding yards in towns
Since 1985, they have been found only 3 years, with none  during migrationJudith Griffith found a singing bird at

since 1990. The Avoca BBS begins in the eastern sections ofNinestone Land Trust in Carroll County on March 17, 2008.
the former Osage Prairie north of Rogers and heads south This was seral days earlier than previous records for
across numerous other former prairies with locahmes (e.g., northwestern Arkansaslypical spring arrivals are noted from
[ @y OKQa t NI A,MRnBw urbéniz¢dLING y 3 R | drdhiid midApril and thereafter.

Compton BBS includes a relatively smaller amount of suitable White-eyed Vireos are reportedn all

shrike habitat; here birds were found in half the years Breeding Bird Surveyn nwAR with highest means on the

between 1967 and 1989 (total of 16 birds in 10 years), but Compton route in Newto County: 7.6 (n=34, rangel®) and

none since 190. lowestin the open country of the Avoca routéhey benefit
This distressing patterof declineis also visible from extensive forest cutting that creates suitable openings

in winter data drawn from thd-ayettevilleChristmas Bird (Thompson et al. 1995). Breeding season point counts from

Count They were once commoninter birds with a mean of  the OzarlNational Foresshowed an in@asing population
12.2 (n=39, range-86). From the late 1960s to mitb80s, trend (La Sorte et al. 2007).
there were 10 years wheRayettevilleCBQotals exceeded They remain numerous during the warm,
20 birds, buffew since. Some of this is predictable: shrikes  summerlingering days of September, but decline steadily
are birds of native grasslands and unimproved pastures. thereafterwith occasional stragglers into late November. Jack
On the other hand, lightly developed areas still and Pam Stewart were surprised by one at Erbidewton
have shrikes. We still find them at Woolsey Wet Praiighe = County November 25, 2008. They are very rare after the end
west side of Fayetteville, where once extensive prairies of November but Mike Mlodinow found one December 19,
remain at least as remnant$he 10 birds that Mike 1991, at Lake Fayetteville.
Mlodinow and | saw in the Maysville area, December 25,
2006, constituted a good winter day for us in terms of shrikes. St t Q &irea HelNil 2
During the nestingesason it builds its bulky STATUSJIncommon migrant and noweryuncommonlocal
nests in thorny shrubs, small thorny trees and fencerows in  summer residentDATES: April 8 to September 18.
open country. Here the birds continue to nest and are .8ffoa +ANB2 A& SaaSyidaltfe
regularly observed in winter. My recent observations (since primarily lowland prairie grasslands where it occurs in dense
2002) indicate nesting activity from March 26 (nest just shrubby vegetation and fencerowsften in wet habitats
finished) to family groups with young out of the nestby May 52 y Qi f 221 T 2 NJ-énclosekl pastd@ésid i 61 NB SR |
25 and adults still closely attending fledglings on July 16. Onfescue grasses, cows, and poultry houses, but rather in old
May 30, 2004, Irene Camargo and | found three family field-grasslanehicket habitats.In nwARit has become
groups. One of these was on the former Norwood Prairie  increasingly uncommon and highly localized summer resident
west of Wedington (3 ibds together), and two were on the in open country with large patches of thickets, shrubs, and

road into Chesney Prairie Natural Area (6 and 5 birds small trees, oftenn riparian habitat (pond, streanspring,
together), part of the former Lindsley Prairie at Siloam etc.). Often there are noticeabkarthenmounds(prairie
Springs. mounds)andrelict clumps of native vegetation denoting
ShrikeRS Ot Ay Sa | NB NI y 3 S idafioBsdf praivied tha exidt@d prior to settlement.
contaminants in decline of this species remains unclear .S8ttQa ySada Fd .im{ SNt NI ANJ

because concentrations required to reduce populations are Harrison where Bill Holimon found a nest with 3 large
dzy1y26yT &aLISOASEaQ RSOt AySI nestlingd GSIME cowibads)vrDIuRID 32008, Anid & nest with
introduction and increased use of organochlorines in 1940s 4 vireo eggs (and no cowbird eggs) on July 3, 2D0Bng a

MBTnaeg 6, 2aST mphpc YMPpL P field trip there on June 13, 2009, we founer@erritories and
two nests vith clutches of eggs (including one nest with a
Northern Shrike L anius excubitor cowbird egg)Restoration of prairie habitat in the Siloam

One recordMike Mlodinow and saw a single  Springs area (Chesney Prairie Natural Area and the nearby,
bird in the brownish juvenile plumage in the Werhirie area  privatelyowned Stump Prairie) includes moist thickets of
north of Maysville in Benton County, on December 25, 2007. roughleafed dogwood, buttonbushand cordgrass. In
Mike, Dennis Braddy, and Jacque Brown returned and summer 2008,Joe Woolbright andlfound at least 6 singing
refound the bird on December 3@&own obtaineda birds in this area. This situation could further improve as
diagonistic photgraph.This is the only record for Arkansas. restoration of prairie habitat advances. We still find a few
Despite subsequent searches in the area, there were no scattered birds in the Maysvilkrea

further observations. Inthe 1980swe¥ 2 dzy R . St t Qa +*ANB2 A\
locations around Fayetteville and at several places in Benton

White-eyed Vireo,Vireo griseus County, including wet thicket lowlands adjoining Lake

STATUS: common summer resident; DATES: M@ichmid- . Sy G2y @At € S 4 GKS / SydSNIizy KI G

October+. habitathasdisappeaed at both Lake Bentonvilland
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Centerton.In20®X | a Cl&SiiGS¢
approached 70,000 A G& . SffQa +ANB?2
found within the city limitoonly on a former lowland prairie
in the Clabber Creek watershed. Now most of this area is
under developmat.

Frances James (1971, Fig. 7) described
breeding habitat that was very open and in ecological
succession about midway between shrubs and small trees;

roughly speaking, somewhere between Prairie Warblers andsingle birdsbutL Q@S 02 dzy i $Ron k goodYdll y &

Brown Thrashers. On the Breeding Bird Suritdgs been

inid Iudtine Aiiling Mie 1Ded datidR falearly Odtobed ibto
November In the spring of 2009, | found theat least
moderately common during field trips to forested habitat,
with2-0o 6 A NR& | i
Ninestone Land Trust (Carroll @iy during the first half of
May.

Typically, most of our observations involve
I a
peak in the first half of OctobeThere are no records for

found only on Avoca in Benton County. During the first yearsnwARafter midNovember, though they are sometimes

along the route, 1961976, numbers ranged from®
dropping to 02 by the mid1980s, and thereafter frequently
0. This is primarily a result of urbanization and consequent

foundin southern Arkansas in winter

Warbling VireoVireo givus

loss of @en grassland habitat along this BBS (see Loggerhea®TATUS: Fairly common transient and summer resatent

{KNA1S RA&AOdzA&AAZYZI 020800
much of its range (Brown 1993).

.S8ttQa ANB2 g4l a
Y2NIKSIFaGSNY hilflK2Yl}
(Reinking 2004: 257) and in southern Missouri (Jacobs and
Wilson 1997: 245)

Yellowthroated Vireo, Vireo flavifrons
STATUSairly ommon summer residenn extensive blocks
of mature forest DATES: March 25 to October 11.
Yellowthroated Vireos are inhalts of
mature forests likethoseof the Buffalo National River, Ozark
National Fored | yR 5S@At Qa 5SSy [l
campground along Lee Creek. It is also presensimaller
blocks ofmature forestlike thoseon Mt Segiyoah in
Fayettevile, Lake Atalanta in Rogers, and elsewhere.
It has been reported on each of the five
Breeding Bird Surveythough rarely on the open country of
the Avoca route, and most frequently on the Compton and
OzarkNFroutes. The mean on the Compton route was 1.2
(n=34, range @). Studies of Neotropical migratory birds in
Ozark hardwoods show that Yellgtwoated Vireos are most

leaStlotally®ATES: Aprilll todetobét 30t A y SR
This open country bird is a common transient

T 2 dzy iR all kintls Giridibt dpanSvNdBiiEnds, igclidintndse of drba? ¥
R dzNJ y &easi Kdariibe dufptisingly@ammisia transientlaivgie $ O i

to late April into the second half of May.

Warbling Vireos arancommon, local summer
residensin moistformer prairies and similar habitats with a
FSg a0l GaS NS foccirmbBehidlgiordstéd arasS 4 y Q
in summer. Small populations have been reported during the
nesting season along the edge of Bob Kidd Lake, Withrow
Springs State Park, along the lllinois River, scattered tall trees
at Centerton state fish hatchery, Lakio8m Springs, Lake
BerSonille MdbbeCeSkNBttoniids & Fag&taviliad A v
elsewhere. Warbling Vireos have also been found in low
numbers along the Avoca BBS in Benton County.

Philadelphia VireoVireo philadelphicus
STATUS: Uncommon transient; D8TApril 24 to May 24 and
September 4 to October 15+.

Transient Philadelphia Vireos may be observed
in nwARin all types of woodlands, including edges and
younger forests. Most of our observations are for spring

abundant in mature forests with either no disturbance or onlymigration and most just involve a bird ordvwduring a day in

modest disturbances such as singflee selection harvests;
they decline \ith increasing disturbance levels (Thompson et
al. 1995).

Blue-headed VireoVireo solitarius

STATUS: Uncommam fairly commortransient; DATES:

March 31to May31and September 5 to November 17.
Formerly known as Solitary Vireo, these birds

migrate thiough all kinds of woodland$Ve regularlyobserve

them as part oftransient warbler and vireavaves passing

through western Arkansas/lany vireaspeciesmay be singing

the field, but peak numbers are sometimes higher. For
example Mike Mlodinow and David Chapman identified eight
at Lake Atalanta during a peak on May 12, 20@bunted 56
during a walk around Lake Fayetteville on May 11, 2007.

The birdat Fayetteville oiNovember 2, 2000
was quite late

Redeyed Vireo,Vireo olivaceus
STATUS: Commaoransient and summer resident; DATES:
April 5 to October 13.

Redeyed Vireos are common in all kinds of

during such wavesnllooking up among the dense leaves of aforested areas, including those of towns, and atiant

mature post oakfor exampe, | seek out birdthat sounds a
bit slower and a little sweeter than the typical Reged

Vireo. Because of its striking blue head adorned with white
spectacles, this bird is always a pleag=mpecialiyduring a
field trip with birders experiencing thenajesty, wonder, and
vast complexity of spring bird migration

summer residergin mature forests (Thompson et al. 1995).
Judged byBreeding Bird Surveadata, this species with its
relatively loud and regular calls is probably our most
numerousforest bird emblematic obur extensive forests
Highest numbers arattained in forest stands
with well-developed midstories of small trees growing under

While we have seen them unusually as early agnature canopies, a condition commonnrature forests long

the end of March, even the third week in April is a relatively
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protected from wildfire. Numbers have likely increased with

i KNR dza K 2
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regeneration of forests after extensive logginghe early
1900s and in modern times, near total protection from
wildfire. As expected, they are found in high numbers along

typicaly observed duringhe FayettevillecChristmas Bird
CountWwm £ S (®Esa&&F a& NBO23IyAl SR
many other, highly varied vocalizatior3ne day, if you have

the forested BBS routes, but in very low numbers in the operntime and you are near some crows, stop and give them a

country route. On the two most heavily forested routes,
recent tallieshave ranged into the 60s and 70s, with 96 on
the OzarlNational Forestoute in 2001. The steady increase
in numbers is evident on the Lurton route in Newton County:
mean 40.8 (n=32, ranged®). Totals in the 2030s were
typical from the late 1960s tate 1980s, 4050s to the mid
1990s, 6070s+ thereafter. Breeding season point counts
from the Ozark NF supported this obviously increasing
population trend (La Sorte et al. 2007).

BlueJay Cyanocitta cristata
STATUSommon migrant andesident; DATE®bserved in
all seasons.

Blue Jays are commammost years They are
always interesting to watch. Birds that nested in my yard in
Fayetteville, for example, collected plastic-pack holders
from a garbage bin to provide a base for their nest, whiels w
built on a bicycle hanging upside down in my carport.

Their overhead daytimenigrationsare
fascinating during spring and fallhese are most easily
observed in extensively open areas. The spring peak seems
occur during the second half of Apiiluring the fall of 2008, |
was in the field frequently at Chesney Prairie and saw

tAaiSyed ¢KSe
the stock marketEven oer loud traffig | can hear their

AGNI y3as 3@ d@g S@F fafo S AOFM RAKSNI y2y

that keep them in touchwith one anotherand keep us
wondering what they are talking abaut

Fish CrowCorvus ossifragus
STATUS: Commanmigrantand summer resideniat least
locally; DATES: February 24 to November 5.

Though unreported in the western Arkansas
Ozarks until the early 1980s, Fish Crows have since become
widespread. Thegre now commonin summeralong all
major streams and reservoirs: Lake Sequoyah, &WRiver,
Beaver Lake, Lee Creek, Mulberry River, Buffalo National
River,and they also nest iforestedurban areasSpring
migration peaks are evident during March: there was a
compact flock of 28 at Lake Atalanta on March 23, 2008, and
another flock of 8 streaming up the West Fork branch of the
White Rver near Fayetteville on March 27, 2008.

After the breeding season, Fish Crows depart
bweeding areas and form roosts in areas with food abundance
(McGowan 2001). For example, more than 30 were present
around a feedlot just south of Chesney Prairie Natural Area

relatively high numbers between the last week of SeptemberAugust 21, 2005. Both crow species have also maintained late

into the second half of Octobercounted more than 65 in at
least seven flocks on Octoberl3vas especially impssed by
three small flocks | saw on October 22. They were
determined to move, even against a south breeze, making
short hop flights from tree to tree, steadily working south.
Winter populations sometimes show
considerable fluctuation. Duringhristmas Bir€Count at
Fayetteville, jay numbers varied from 326 (1986) to 8 (1962)
the mean was 189.8. Some of this fluctuation is obviously
attributable to the number of observers (and therefore effort
in terms of party hours) and weather on CBC day. Numbers

summer roosts at the University farm in Fayetteville. A flock
of 25 Fish Crows was at Lake Sequoyah on the relatively late
date of Septembr 28, 1989.

Horned LarkEremophila alpestris
STATUS: Uncommon local resident; DATES: observed in all
seasons.

Our open country is enrichened by the tickling,
lilting songs of Horned Larks. They seem the spirit of our
former prairies They sing on the wg from above and from
the slightly elevated perch afforded a handy wailed cow

are abo linked to acorns, an important food. Good local acorrpie. They occupy a vast range across North America where
production means more jays in winter, and vice versa, thouglthey seem to be holding their own (Beason 1995).

elea rtaz KIS 2GKSNJ ¥22R
therefore as tied to acorns as Redaded Woodpeckers
(Smith 1986, Smith and Scttl1987). Considering this, one
wonders about ultimate effects of the digff of mature oaks
over a vast area as a result of highly elevated red oak borer
activity. By late 2001, mature oaks, principally in the red oak
group, were affected in over 300,0@@res of northwestern
Arkansas (Spencer 2001).

On the Avoc®reeding Bird Surveyhe mean
number of jays was 16.4 (n=32, rang23. Breeding season
point counts from the Ozarkational Foresshowed a stable
population trend (La Sorte et al. 2007).

a

American CrowCorvus brachyrhynchos

Enfzitiitefely, Harged daiks/havé NEElindd yiska brieediBgybix
in nWAR a direct result ofand uses changes, including
development of their required habitat: extensively open
plowed fields or closely grazed pasture.

They can still be found in modest numbers
during the nesting season in our former prairie areas where
farming, and especially field crops like beaissthe norm. We
observe them with at least fair regularity on the former Beaty
Prairie of Maysville in Benton County. For example, | found
singing birds in at least three places near Maysville on
February 13, 208, and that was in a high wind, which meant
| heard only birds near the road. On July 2, 2005, Mike
Mlodinow and | saw flocks consisting of 20 and 6 Horned
Larks in recently harvested bean fields near Maysville. This

STATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed in all seasonsuggests successful local nestingsbdbund singing birds in

These crows are common in most if not all
habitats. Even in winte800-500 American Crows are
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two places on the former Norwood Prairie west of Wedington
on the WashingtorBenton county lines in 2005 (June 4 and

YI1S O2y@SNEFGA2Y X



July 16), and saw a flock of 4 birds overhead in a different come a distance of 80 km from their natal site (Brown
part of Norwood on July 24 male and a female atiktisville  1997:6).
May 31, 2009, suggest they are also nesting in that former
prairie habitat. Tree Swallow;Tachycineta bicolor

In winter, flocks are locally common where the STATUS: Common transient, uncommon summer resident;
vegetation is sparse. Especially large flocks can be seen duribdTES: February 25 to November 14.
ASOSNBE O2fR 6KSy G(GKS 3INBdzyR Aa O2 TV SEalowsakelblicened éthedin small Q &
impressive to see these flocks flying characteristically low  flocks or mixed among othewallowspeciesEarly warmups
over the fields, blending well to the point of disappearing in late winter can produce a few birdsd large flocks soon
among the colors of soil and harvested crops. On January 17ollow. There were at least 75 at Lake Fayetteville on March
2003, | estimated at least 250 on plowed fields adjacent the 13, 2005 and 320 birds at the same place on March 28, 2008

Siloam Springsiport. There were at least 100 in the Approximatey 1000 swallows were seen at Table Rock Lake
Maysville area in a heavily grazed pasture January 1, 2003, on April 3, 1987; among them were Tree, Northern Reugh
and an estimated 300 or more on February 8. winged and Barn Swallows, plus Purple Martins.

The mean on the Fayetteviliéhristmas Bird Adults and a nest with eggs weobservedin a

Countwas 32.6 (n=39, range110). It was not found on 6 of snagat Bob Kidd Lake near Prairie Grove on May 25, 1984
39 recent CBCs. The increasing pace of development and  There havealsobeen nesting season reports at Lake Siloam
population growth in the metroplex between Fayetteville and Springs, Beaver Lake, Table Rock, Hobbs Estate (Shaddox
Bentonville with much of this development consuming what Hollow), SWEPCO Lake at Gentrgke Leatherwood, Lake

was once extensively open farmlandan be expected to Elmdale, several places in and around Fapelle, and
further reduce suitabléark habitatwithin the Fayetteville doubtless elsewhere. It seemkdly our small nesting
CBC circle, not to mention total loss of former breeding population is attracted to the numerous and relatively safe
habitat. (from terrestrial predators) natural and woodpecker
Horned Larks in a Missouri study were excavated cavities in snags where mature trees have been
common only on very short grasslands, usually heavily grazekilled due to the creation of impoundments that were once
pastures (Skinner and others 1984). Hettharks were forests. They will take adantage of available nest boxes
sparsely ditributed in Missouri atlas blocks (Jacobs and placed in an attractive locatioheif Anderson saw Tree
Wilson 1997: 183) as well as in those in northeastern Swallows using a bluebird box at Wedington on May 26,
Oklahoma (Reinking 2004: 283). We may be richer in a 2002. | saw a male and female using a Purple Martin box
financial sense as we trade our former prairie lands for roadsadjacent a large pond at Fayettevimuntry Club on May 25,
homes, and commerce, but loss of tha@rted songs of 2005.

Horned Larkss an unfortunate aspect of the exchange.
Northern Roughwinged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis

Purple Martin,Progne subis STATUS: Common transient and summer resident; DATES:
STATUS: Common summer resident; DATES: February 26 tdlarch 5 to October 25.
September 19. The Buffalo River in early spring can be

Purple Martins are birds of the open country  excitingly’ al NOK L Qf f 0 Souisigh2 { Ay 3 F2NJ (¢
including open areas in towng { O 2rday $héw up during  Waterthrushes, listening for the first Blagkd-white
a warm spell toward the end of our Ozark winter, typically ~ Warblers, and watching the river intently for roughinged
sometime between late February and mlithrch. Martinsare &6 f f 26a® L QY 2dzi T2 N 6-ANRSNDA & LJ

prized wherever found, especially by many folks who calls as they fly close to the water. That said, | may also hear
otherwise have only a modest interest in wild birds. them overhead, even in niyayettevilleneighbohood, as the
Possession of martin colony is a bragging point; the lack of first transients arrive in the Ozarks and explore the area.
birds by those who have put up houses is a cause for In nwARthese cavity nesters have utilized
disappointment. tunnels in hard dirt banks as well as natural cavities in rock
Martins can be especially abundant where bluffs, both above streams. Ogh cavities will do as well.
they gather into large roostafter the nesting seasarHere They have also successfully reared young in square holes in
FNB | F¥S88 SEI YL aftiasknaintainéRadall | iecantretestipports under highway bridges.

roost in the Larue area of Beaver Lake in late July 1987. There
were 133 at Lake ElImdale on August 6, 1989. The 700 Bank SwallowRiparia riparia

perched on utility wires at the state fish hatchery in STATUS: Uncommon transient; DATES: March 31 to June 6

Centerton on August 17, 2003, declined to 15 by August 30, and July 13 to September 28.

and none were seen on September 6. In August 2005 a BankSwallows can be looked for in the mixed

estimated 30,000 roosted in sweetgum trees near the species flocks that forage over open bodies of water during

I'NJ Fyala wiAg@SNI Ay C2NI { YA (Kighation KAS Celiedtan, fgr 2xample heyiflg lovddver poRds (1 K A &
huge roost included birds from western Arkansas to the and perch conveniently (for observers) on wires, just like a

north, but it seems likely: birds Buch roosts elsewhere have Roger Tory Peterson painting. Smé > & LJdzNB ¢ Ff 201 a 2
birds have been observed on several occasions during May as
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they flew over the open ponds at Centerton. An estimated 80breeding season, Barn Swallows gatimgoremigratory

were there on May 14, 2004. There is no evidence they nest flocks, like the 125 birds | saw together at Centerton on
iNNWARG 1 KS TNBIjdzSy it e HEBLRNE S RuglstID,RA0FIR: estiddtey2F Barn Swallows that flew
our Northern Rougtwinged Swallow)Early June over Chesney Prairie NA on September 15, 2007, was a
observations in Benton and Washington counties raise somerelatively high numbesolate in the season.

interesting possibilities. Nesting was confirmed in Ottawa

County, Oklahoma, adjacent Benton County, during the Carolina Chickaded?oecile carolinensis

course of the Oklahoma Brdmg Bird Atlas project (Reinking STATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed in all seasons.

2004: 291) and in McDonald County, Missouri, also adjacent Carolina Chicadees are among our most

Benton County (Jacobs and Wilson 1997:191). 02YY2Yy @FNR YR FSSRSNIOANREADP ¢KS
remain numerous here throughout the year and we observe

Cliff Swallow, Petrochelidon pyrrhonota them in a broad rangef haktats, from forests to brushy

STATUS: Common transient and summer resident; DATES: edges of fieldsOn the Ozark NBreeding Bird Surveyhe

March 18 to October 6. mean number of chickadees w&8.7 (n=9, range-22).

CIff Swallows can be seen widely in our area Totals in the range of 15800 birds are typical for
during migration, often mixed with other swallow species.  FayettevilleChristmas Bird Cousitthe mean was 162.9
During summer they frequently nest under large bridges. (n=39 range 23354). Breeding season point counts from the
More traditional situations, like bluffs above the White River OzarkNational Foresshowed an increasing population trend
(Beaver Lake and elsewhere), arsoastill usedThey have (La Sorte et al. 2007).
nested in the cliffs above War Eagle Creek north of Huntsville In Missouri, both Carolina and Blac&pped
There is a huge colony under the twin bridges on Highway 48Chickadees were found in southern counties during the
east of Fayetteville spanning the West Fork of the White Rivezourse of their das project, but these records are highly
and Richland CreeKhey also nest under tHaridge over unusual, sincdlackcapped Chickadedsecame frequent
Prairie Creek at Lake Atalantdoere you can comfortapl only in central Missouri and further north (Jacobs and Wilson
stand or sit on the bridge and watch the birds flying below. 1997:203). There is no record for Bladpped Chickadee in
Six birds observed by Andrew Scaboo and Brandon Schmidtnortheastern Oklahoma (Wood and Schri984: 196) and no
under the bridge at Lake Sequoyah on March 30, 2009, werevalid record for Arkansas.
alreadyinvestigating nest sites.

In May 1999, work on replacement of the Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor
Highway 412 bridge east of Sonora (spanning the White Rivée8BTATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed in all seasons.
near the Blue Springs area of Beaver Lake) was halted for During spring, when small understory trees like
several months by Arkansas Department of Highwaysand & SNIZA OS06 SNNE | y R NB RISAIFEaNET NB € d a2 2
Transportation in ader to accommodate nesting Cliff the Tufted Titmouseing through still leafless forests,
Swallows. This temporary inconvenience was a laudable proclaiming energy and promise in a new seaSdrey are
example of environmental ethics. My interpretation is that  common in older woodlands, including those of towhike
there is more to the necessary world than just our important OKA O1 F RSSazx (GAGYAOS R2y Qi YAINI GS

human concerns. These concerns are best met wien all seasonsSmith (1977 found that Tufted Titmouse seemed

accommodate the needs of creatures witthichwe share to be able to use both dry and moist forest equally.

the planet. On the OzarlNational ForesBreeding Bird
Survey the mean number of titmice found was 10.2 (n=9,

Barn SwallowHirundo rustica range 516). On the Fayettevill€hristmas Bird Counthe

STATUS: Common transient and summer resident; DATES: mean was35.0 (n=39, range-087). Breeding season point

March 2 to November 16+. counts from the Ozark NF showed an increasing population

Barn Swallows are common in open field trend (La Sorte et al. 2007).

habitat throughoutnorthwestern Arkanas This is the
swallow species most often seen sweeping low and gracefulliRedbreasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis

over open fieldg but other species do this as well. They STATUS: Irruptive transient and winter resident in invasion
sometimes arrive surprisingbarly, often beforeeal spring years; DATES: Septber 7 to May 10.

andfull development of flying insegopulations upon whit This typical nuthatch of northern boreal
swallows dependOverall, however, Barn Swallows2 y Q (i  forests and the Rocky Mountain west undergoes periodic
become common until the end of March or the figsdrt of irruptive migrations, apparently driven by food shortages

April, when warming trends are clearly underwanyd flying (Ghalambor and Martin 1999). They show upwARduring
insects become plentifulAfter this they seem like they are  these irruptions, joining auresident Whitebreasted

just about everywhes. Nuthatches. Irruption years are obvioas Christmas Bird
They nesunder bridges, in large highway Couns. Theyhave been found on about half ayetteville
culverts, in open barns, and under porches of houses in lightigBG since 1961. The 38 birds tallied on the 1993 CBC
developed areas of towns. On the Avd&eeeding Bird doubled any previous counta big irruption year. Numbers
Survey the mean was 38.5 (n=32, rang®9). After the present vary considerably from irruption year to year, with
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very few or none seen some years. Ten were observed in Creepers are often observed in mixsgecies

pines at Fayetteville Count@lubon November 7, 2004, flocks that includeRubycrowned andGoldercrowned

RdzZNARY3A |y aAy@lairzyé &SI NI Kinglets, chickadees, titmice, and other small birds. Numbers

present in winter vary considerably, probably related to the

White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis seveity of weather at migwinter. Theyarefound on most

STATUS: Commaesident; DATES: observed in all seasons. FayettevilleChristmas Bird Coustwith the mean number
White-breasted Nuthatches are common in being 5.7 (n=39, range ).

mature forests, including woodlots with mature trees in

towns. Mature trees develop the natural cavities nuthatches Rock WrenSalpinctes obsoletus

requirefor nesting. Other types of cavities will also: d Three records. This western species was first

photographed nuthatches feeding young in a bluebird Bbx  reported in the Arkansas Ozarks @mdary 1, 1986, when

the state fish hatchery in Centerton Bob Sanger saw a single bird at a limestone quarry in
Patterson (2007) looked at the foraging Johnson, Washington County. It was observed on several

behaviors of Ozark forest birds potentially impacted by occasions thereafter during the first half of January. There

widespread mature trees deaths caused by red oak borers were also two records in 1989: one seen by Frank and Joanna

and other insects (Spencer 2001, Spetich 2G0do, see Reute at Beaver dam in Carroll County on January 21 and

Smith et al. 2004 She found that Whitéreasted Nuthatches one during the Arkansas Audubon Society meeting at Lake Ft.
might eventually suffer negative impacts because of strong Smith State Park on October 28.
reliance on white oaks.

On the Ozark National Forest Breeding Bird  Carolina WrenThryothorus ludovicianus
Survey, the rean was 4.1 (n=9, rangelD). Breeding season STATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed in all seasons.
point counts from the Ozark NF showed an increasing Carolina Wrea are common in urban areas as
population trend (La Sorte et al. 200They are found yearly well as generally in the forest, especially where there is much
on the Fayettevill&hristmas Bird Countean number was  woody material on the forest flootogging slash, brush piles,

21.3 (n=39, range-84). andother kinds of woody coveHowever, our population has
fluctuated considerablySince thesg@redominantly
Brown-headed Nuthatch, Sitta pusilla AyaSOUiA@2NRdzA 0ANRA R2Yy Qi YAINF GS:
STATUS: Rare and local in the western Ozarks; DATES: severe, prolonged cold is inevitable. Alternately, the
observed in all seasons in a few locales. population expands following mild winters.
Over the yearsBill Bealbf Fort Smithhas These trends are reflected in results from the

observed Browrheaded Nuthatches in a stand of pines southFayettevilleChristmas Bird Coumtswell as on the Compton
of Fern in Franklin Countrilis sightings in 1986 and 1987 (Newton Countsheadwaters area of Buffalo National River)
were 1.5 miles southeast of Fern in a logged area. A nesting BBS. Data from the Fayetteville CBC since the early 1960s

cavity was being excavated there MarchApril 4, 1987. shows population lows during four periods: 198363, 1971
Other records in the Ozarks include: several observations at 1975,1977-1981, 19841985, and a rather sharp dip in 2000
Fairfield Bay in Van Buren County, at Roskttiohnson as compared to 1999. Measured by the number of wrens
County, and one mile north of Pelsor in Newton County. seen per 10 party hours on the CBC, the lowest count

These birds seem likely in the past to have occurred in 1978 with only 0.1 (this equals 1 bird). This
been resident in big pine stands including those in Madison, contrasts with relatively high countsy the1990s. In 1993,

Carroll, and Newton counties. An obligate permanginie observers found Carolina Wreasthe rate of 19.2 birds per
forestresident,they havebeen almost wholly extirpated 10 party hours (actually 107 birds); 112 were reported for the
from the Ozarks for the same reason that Redkaded 2006 CB@reeding Bird Survedatashow roughly similar
Woodpeckers were lost: failure tegenerate andestore patterns.

once extensive stands of shortleaf piafter loggngin the Lowest totals from the Buffalo headwaters
1800s(see comments in the Rezbckaded Woodpecker region also occurred in the decade of the 1970shwlite only
acount). This failure, coupled with lorigrm fire zeros (no birds found) on theompton BB8uring 1976

suppression, has resulted in many native pine stands being 1978. Finally, even after decimations, these birds recoler
NBLX F OSR 6@ KI NRg 22 R &heddédl (i mi@RERuary &f @fi0R,J2dydvere bR @oystructing a nest
Nuthatches or many other species of plants and animals thatatop a light fixture in my Fayetteville carport, early

require pine forest habitat. Popations are still robust to the  preparation forthe potentially long nesting season ahead.
south, in the Ouachitlational Forestwhere logging in pine  Breeding season point counts from the OzB&tional Forest

timber includes silvicultural practices that regeneraiae shows a strong increasing trend based upon data within the

stands. period 19922004 (La Sorte et al. 2007).

Brown CreeperCerthia americana . S ¢ A O Qrnrydmhidss/bewickii

STATUS: Common transient and fasdynmonwinter STATUSRare(see below); DATES: observed in all seasons.
resident;DATES: October 2 to April 21. .86A01 Q4 2NBy 200awhih LINA Y I NJ

raretransient, a rare summer angven raremwinter resident.
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Both the eastern (red) and the western (brown) forms have in Fayetteville farm implement junkyard on December 18,

been found herelt favors open habitats and brhg edge. 2002, and one in the same area February 17, 2003
Many observations have involved former Tallgrass Prairie  apparently an overwintering individual.
areas that are more open than habitats in our Forest Region. LYy aAaazdNrARz .SsAaA01Qa sl a 7F;:

The widespread suppression of fire has allowed forests to  blocks bordering northwest Arkansas (Jacobs and Wilson

ONBSLI Ayid2 F2NN¥SNI LINI ANRKS | MNB7I285) ThRywarE 4ls@ aobikvgddn nortfieasieth] Qa4 2 NBy ¢
Spring migants are noted primarily in March ~ Oklahoma (Reking 2004:319). HistoricallpgywvARcombined

(but notice below that some birds start nesting in March), fall elements of both eastern forests and open grasslands of the

migrants from midSeptember through October. In his time, Tallgrass Prairie. Growing human populations, expanding

Black (1935) considered it an irregular summer resident at  urbanization and near total suppressionfivé favorsdense

Winslow. A half century ago, Baerg (196a&hsidered it forest and less grassland.

Gt 20FLtte O2YY2yé Ay &adzYYSNI G CrHeSiGiaSoAttSy gKAOK gl a GKSy

muchmore open and less forested. It was reported in low  HouseWren, Troglodytes aedon

numbers (usually-P) on the Fayettevill€hristmas Bird STATUS: Common transient and locally common summer
Countup to 1973, but was unreported on the count again resident; rare in winter; DATES: primarily April 3 to December
until 1991 { bird) and not thereafter. 12+.

Since the midl980s there have beesdimost House Wrens nested at Winslow in the 1930s
annualreportsbetween midMarch and July that involved (Black 1935). Callahan (1953) listed it as an uncommon
nesting or possileinesting. The observations involve summer residenat Lake Wedington. It was nesting at

Washington, Benton, Madison, Carroll, and Boone counties. Fayetteville by the 1970s and is now common in summer at
Young fledged ém a nest in a gourd between Springdale andFayetteville, Springdale, RogeBloam Spring&nd by at
Rogers on June 19, 1988. There have been records of singinigast 2000, at Harrisofpersonal commanication Sally Jo

birds and nesting in Newton County at Steele Creek Gibson and Alan Gregorgreen Forest (Frik Reuter)and
campground (1992 and 1993); at a nest box on Mt. Sequoyaldoubtless elsewhereDuring the nesting season, House
in Fayetteville on April 27, 1994; near Rhe Washington Wrens are at least locally common in urban yards, but during
County where the birds were nest building in a mailbox on  migration they are common in shrubby open fields and
July 15, 1996. fencerows.

JoAnne Rife, Sally Jo Gibson and others in Fall migration is noteable during late
Boone County have provided a number of recent nest September and early @ober. | found a minimum of 15 in the
records. Adults with 3 fledglings were reported on a fields at Chesney Prairie Natural Area on October 7, 2008.

developed portion 6Baker Prairie (near the Natural Area) in Single birds have beeseveralyears on the Fayetteville
Harrison on July 3, 1998. Also at Harrison, Gibson first saw Christmas Bird CounThereare additionalwinter
birds on March 15, 2000; they were incubating in a birdhouseobservationsMike Mlodinow found them or occasims in

on April 4 and three young fledged by May 4. the Fayetteville area during winter 202®09.
Mike Mlodinow found an adult at the In Missouri, House Wrens were found in many
Universiy farm (a very open area and former prairie) atlas blocks bordering northwest Arkansas (Jacobs and Wilson

Fayetteville on March 9, 2000, and later saw three fledglings 1997:217). They were also observed in northeastern
together on May 29. | found 2 birds together on Floyd Moore Oklahoma (Reinking 2004:321).

Roadon the former Round Prairieear Cherokee City in

Benton County on June 18, 20@Hhdwhat appeared to be a  Winter Wren, Troglodytes troglodytes

family group in the same area August 31, 2068008and STATUS: Fairly common transient and uncommon but regular
2009there were sightings of birds at Lake Fayetteville and  winter resident; DATES: Octoligto April 26.
near Pea Ridge NMRBIso former prairie)which could involve We find Winter Wrens every year, but always
nesting in low numbers. | have heard them singing in my yard in the

| joined with Sarah Thompson, a gratkia middle of Fayetteville dung migration but more often they

student from Arkansas State Universitynesboro, for a few  call attention to themselves with a distinctive Kifp alarm
RFea 2F . SgA 01 Qa OaMdpal, 2608z2M& S dote. Wintéring birds dasbally must be looked for in forest
found 4-5 birdson what appeared to be three territories east habitat, typically in hillside drainages or stream bottoms with
of Maysville on the former Beaty Prairie. In each case, we large rocks, ledges, and down woathaterial. They may be

foundthem in open areas that included homesidopen more common during mild winters than during those with
fields associated with oak barrens (open stands of mature prolonged periods of severe cold. It has not always been
trees associated with former prairie€)n a return trip with found on the Christmas Bird Count at Fayetteville (0 recorded
Doug James and Elizabeth Adghane 7, 2009)we noted in 8 years), with peaks of 8 and 9 (1983, 198ake
that at least some of these were browfumaged birds of the Milodinz2 4 Q& OHnAnnnYmmO Fylfteaara 2F% /[ ./
westernsubspecies significant increase for the period of 199298 as compared
There have been recent observations of to 19851991, a suggestion thatlimatewarming may

migrating birds at Chesney Prairie Natural Area in Benton account for changing thewinter range
County: September 19, 2004 and April 2, 2005. | found a bird
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SedgeWren, Cistothorus platensis steadily birding these dense low grasslands. Five were found
STATUS: Fairly camon transienf uncommon and local as a  in grassy fields along Clabber Creek in Fayetteville on

probable breeder; uncommon to rare winter; DATES: December 102000; none could be found after a snowstorm

observed in all seasons. three days later. On December 28, 2002, | counted 7 birds,
We find Sedge Wrens in open, ldying, wet including 5 together apparently going to roost in the same

grassy fields, often at the edge of a pond, lake, or small field near Clabber Creek. Mike Mlodinow had a similar series

stream. They seem essentially bifformer prairie seasonal of observations (&) birds in his same area between
lowlands. Fall peaks are apparent in several observations: 12December 12, 2002, and February 12, 2003.

birds in the lowlying grassy fields at Lake Bentonville on NOTE: Between 2000 and 2005, we were focused
October 3, 1998, and 8 at Chesney Prairie NA on October 8,0n the Clabber Creek fields because they were such excellent
2004, and at least that many in the same placet@ber 6, places to find specific birds hatd-find elsewhere (e.g.,

2007. Many spring records involve the period from late April { SR3I S 2 NBy ISgaRow) &/ adsb edadsa it
to mid-May. At least 4 were in the grassy fields of Wilson became clear that former lowland prairies in the Arkansas
Springs along Clabber Creek at Fayetteville on May 1, 2003.Ozarks were an increasingly rare habitat. It would be

Sedge Wrens haveeen found in Benton and  desirable for conservation agencies or other public entities to
Washington counties dimg the period when it has been acquire such habitat when available, and to manage
known to breed elsewhere in Arkansas (James and Neal nativegrassland. While the focus for preservation has
Mpyco® LGQa Sttt 1y26y T2 N @mdpdlphiednbaprededztianioR@nnadntinigalitydza dzl € NJ y 3 S
and at different times of the breeding season (Herkert 2001).natural habitats (i.e., habitats retaining a high percentage of
Baerg (1951) published the reports of Dean ®swho in original botanical composition), many species can also benefit
1947 found it in Benton County during May, July, and Augustirom nonnative grasslands. Efforts to acquire and protect
Could 5 birds singing vigorously at Lake EImdale August 21 non-native grasslands could complement acquisition and
September 4, 1988, have been nesting there? A singing bird restoration of native Tallgrass Prairie.
was observed at Lake Bentonville on August 24, 2000, and at

WilsonSprings in Fayetteville on August 15, 2002. Joe Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris

Woolbright and | saw 4 at Chesney Prairie NA on August 14,STATUSairly commorntfall transient,uncommon spring
2004. In August 2005, three singing birds occupiedow transient DATES: April 30 May 12 and September 13 to
wet fieldsof Wooley Wet Prairieyetlands mitigation site December 15+.

FR2l OSyd CI & Bdwaskwatet tiefinpat 6 Sald aa We observeMarsh Wens in all kinds of

facility,and 67 at Chesney Prairie on August 20. On August wetlands, especially perennially wet, ma#gte habitat with

13, 2005, there were a total of 5 in two areas along Clabber cattails and other tall, dense vegetatiofhe big pealf

Creek in Fayetteville. There are additional records for this  southwardmoving transients involves eatly mid-October |

period in recent years from other areasrnwAR including saw 5 in dense vegetation along Clabber Creek in Fayetteville

2008, when | found 3 singers at Chesney (August 8), 1 at  on October 2, 2002. In Benton County on October 3, 1998,

Maysville (August 17) and 10 at Pea RidiyePNAugust 24) Mike Mlodinow and David Chapman hit a migration jackpot:
In his studies in Arkansas rice fields, Meanley they observed 13 at Lake Bentonville and another 8 at the

(1952) found the migration peak occurred from rdidly to Centerton fatchery. This is similar to my experience at

mid-August, with nestfrom mid-August to midSegember, Chesney Prairie NA near Siloam Springs where | found 10 on

and ro singingafter mid-September. He noted movement of October 8, 2004, and at least 12 on October 6, 2@07n

birds into nesting habitat coincided with development of the tall, dense native grasses, like big bluesteng mmarshy

rice to a suitable height for nest placement. While no nests sectionof Chesney Prairidfter Octoberthere is a big decline

have been found inwARE  a S| y f S Sodsiabaditdhé S NdAbimbers asnost birds continue moving sthu It seems

timing of migration and presence of singing in nesting habitatMarsh Wrens largely bypassvARduring the northward

are consistent with our field data. Following this line of migration in spring. Our observations during spring only
thinking, vegetation development in our seasonal wetlands involve scattered birds.
may be similar to that in rice fields. Since the 1980s, there have beasimany as 8

Very little data is @ailable from breeding atlas observations foDecembesebruary, most involving single
projects in adjoining statepossibilydo SOl dza S 2 F (iirdsaTher MiBwine@&distribution is primarily to the south
af iS¢ ySadAy3a KFEoAdl G oWl Oandwest THiRcauses meitd tfink thei dur Wintewsgdsghl A y 3
2004). In Missouri, thewere observed in tall dense records probably involve transients that lindgesre as long as
vegetation, a result of light grazing or leaving pastuidle; the weather remainsnild.
they occupiedspring burned prairie by miduly (Skinner and
others 1984:22). This habitat was almost identical to that ~ Goldencrowned KingletRegulus satrapa
OK2aSy o0& |1 Syat2sQa { LI NNE gSTATUSommon transient andcommon to uncommon

There have been a number of observations at winter resident; DATES: October 2 to April 15.
mid-winter dating back into the 1980s. Many invobiagle The highpitched seeseesee calls of Golden
birds. We have found them for several rec&tiristmas Bird  crowned Kinglets are heard in our woodlands amblan
Count at Fayetteville, at least in part because we are now yards by midOctober. They form flocks with otheewly
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arrivedwinter residents like Brown Creepers, Yeloymped both cedars and deciduous trees. On the LurBreeding Bd
Warblers, Rubgrowned Kinglet, plus residents like Carolina Surveyin Newton County, the mean was 7.7 (n=32, range 0
Chicadees and Tufted Titmice. These mixed flocks sweep 21).

through our woodbts and forests, dominating them as While some species of birds are in decline, our
deciduous trees lose their leaves and winter is announced bygnatcatchers seem to be holding their own. They seem

the first frosts.The 37 Goldewcrowned Kinglets at resilient to disturbances, responding positively to a variety of
Fayetteville on November 2, 2000, indicated a big fall forestry practices (Thopson et al. 1995). Breeding season
migration peak. point counts from the OzarkKational Foresshows a strong

During winter we look for them wherthere is  increasing trend based upon data within the period 1992
good cover, especially where there are clumps of eastern red2004 (La Sorte et al. 2007).
cedars and pines. Some winters we see a great many of them, There are also occasional reports of single
in others, none. For the Fayettevilkhristmas Bird Counthe  birds lingering in December. @nvas found on the Crooked
count mearwas18.3 for 39 recent yeard hehighest count Creek valley CBC in 2002, and two on the Fayetteville CBC of
total was 65 on January 4, 1986; this was doubled during theDecember 14, 2003.
extraordinary count on December 18, 2005. In some years,
however, they are hard or impossible to find here in winter. Eastern BluebirdSialia sialis
This is indicated by the fact that 0 to 3 were found during 7 oSTATUS: Common resident; DATES: observed in all seasons.

39 CBCs at Fatteville. Bluebirds are common in open country,
including open farnands andgrassyopenings of a few acres
Rubycrowned KingletRegulus calendula in urban areas (e.g., Mt. Sequoyah in Fayetteville). They
STATUS: Common transient aapgparently an increasing disappear as forests or home development replagessy
commonwinter resident; DATES: September1@ May 26. openings. The following data is from nesting boxes in the
Rubycrowned Kinglets arquite common White River valley near Durham in Washingt@ounty: a
during migrationin both fall and spring iall typesof clutch with five eggs as early as March 26, and at least 17
woodlandsand fields with taller saplinggor example, | nests under construction or completed by the same date (C.
found 10within a small area on Cave Mountdn Newton Hensley, personal communication). On the Compton
County on October 16, 2008. Most of thetepart for the Breeding Bird Surveg Newton County, the mean was 10.1
south by the time of hard winter cold, witinany fewer (n=34, range 26).
observations from Decembénrough February A migration Bluebirds are present all winter and have been
peak is obvious during April, with only scattered birds found in relatively high numbers. The Fayettev@leristmas
remaining past early May. Bird Counimean was 96.3 (n=39, range?85). More than
Northwestern Arkansais on the northern 100 have been found on half the counts since 1961, with over

edge of its typical range in winter, based upon the Christmas200 in 1991 and 1998. Blueti& were also numerous on the
Bird Count data available in the hisiwal section of National  Buffalo National River (west) CBC, with a peak of 393 (1982)
I dzR dzo 2 ym@lpagks..CBQlata at Fayettevillenidicates ~ and on the Crooked Creek valley CBC in Boone County, with a
Rubycrowned Kingletsre now more numerous irwinter range of 135258 on four recent counts.
than in previous years
1961-1970-- the high count was 6 (1969); we ¢ 2 6y & Sy R Q 8yafleBtésroivhséndils =

had G1 on 5 counts. In 1971980-- the high ount was Two records. Doug Jamasd others observed
11(1980); we had-Q on 7 counts. In 1981990-- the high a single bird in a stand of cedars above the White River south
count was 10(1982); we hadl0on 3 counts. In 1992000-- of Sonora, Washington County, between December 8, 1963,
the high count was 21(1999); we had.®n 1 count 2001 and January 4, 1964. Another bird was sbgrack and Pam

2008-- the high count was 34(2008); we had®n 0 counts.  Stewart and others during a field trip alohtideout Holbw
Mlodinow (2000)analyzed Arkansas CBC data Trail near Erbie in Newton County on October281 1995.
(includingFayetteville's) and reported trend toward higher

numbers in thestate at this time of year. Veery,Catharus fuscescens

David Chapman found a single bird at Lake =~ STATUS: Rare spring transient; DATES:12palJune 6
Fayetteville on the very early date of August 29, 2007. This eastern thrush rarely strays as far west as

northwestern Arkansgdutwe haveoccasionabbservations

Blue-gray Gnatcather, Polioptila caerulea often associated with birds singing on thawrthward
STATUS: Common transient and summer resident; DATES: migration.Almost allare single birdsSghtings are clustered
March 10 to October 7+. between the last days of Apahdmid-May. David Lyons

These tiny forest birds are among the first of  found one in Newton County athe very late dates aJune5-
the summer residents to arrive mvAR At times theircalls 6, 1995. This was likea stragglingransient{ ¢ Ay a2y Qa
fill the stream bottom and hillside forests wte they nest. Thrushes, for example, as@metimesstill migrating through

They seem to thrive in moist forests along streams as well asvestern Arkansam early June.
relatively dry cedar and hillside hardwood forests. Nesting
begins early, commonly by miflpril. Nests are constructed in Gray-cheeked ThrushCatharus minimus
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